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WHEN  GREAT  COLLECTIONS  ARE  SOLD 

Bowers  and  Merena  Sells  Them! 


THESE  THREE 

spectacular  coins,  photographed  above,  are 
from  the  magnificent  collection  of  T. 

Harrison  (pictured  here)  and  John  Work 
Garrett.  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  whose  family 
managed  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  began 
collecting  coins  while  he  was  a  student  at  Princeton 
in  the  mid-1860s.  By  1880  it  was  his  aspiration  to 
own  one  of  every  major  variety  in  the  U.S.  series. 

GARRETT’S  ACQUISITION 

of  outstanding  pieces  caused  much  comment.  The  finest  known  1802 
half  dime  went  into  the  Garrett  Collection,  as  did  the  Berg  Collection 
example  of  the  famous  1804  silver  dollar,  gold  Proof  sets  of  the  1860s 
and  1870s  from  the  Ely  Collection,  and  many  other  significant  items. 

FOR  MANY  YEARS,  THE  1787 

Brasher  doubloon,  struck  in  gold,  has  been  considered  the  most 
desirable  American  coin,  and  has  even  furnished  the  title  for  a  feature 
movie!  The  Garrett  Collection  is  the  only  cabinet  ever  to  have  included 
all  three  varieties  of  the  doubloon:  the  1787  variety  with  EB  (for 
Ephraim  Brasher)  counterstamped  on  the  eagles  breast,  the  only 
known  example  of  this  variety;  the  finest  known  specimen  of  the 
regular  1787  issue  with  the  counterstamp  on  the  eagle’s  wing;  and  the 
believed-unique  1742-datedSpanish-style  Brasher  doubloon.  The  com¬ 
bination  of  rarity,  quality,  and  provenance  in  the  the  Garrett  holdings 
remain  unrivalled  by  any  other  coin  collection. 


numismatic  community.  Numerous  price 
records  were  set  in  one  of  the  most  exciting 
series  of  numismatic  auctions.  The  realization 
was  $25,000,000.00.  Today,  the  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  stands  as  the  largest,  most  valuable  collec¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  coins  ever  to  be  sold  at  auction. 


OVER  THE  YEARS  WE  HAVE 

sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins  for 
over  10,000  consignors,  ranging  from  important  private 
cabinets  such  as  the  Garrett  Collection,  to  institutional  collections 
such  as  those  of  The  New  York  Public  Library,  Stetson  University,  The 
National  Bank  of  Denver,  and  many  others. 

WHEN  THE  TIME  COMES  FOR 

you  to  sell,  there  is  one  obvious  choice,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Inc.  Of  the  top  ten  world’s  record  prices  held  for  American  coins,  we 
hold  six — which  is  more  than  all  of  our  competitors  combined.  Further, 
of  the  three  most  valuable  United  States  coin  collections  ever  to  cross  the 
auction  block,  we  catalogued  and  sold  all  three. 


WHETHER  YOUR  COLLECTION 

is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  millions  of  dollars,  we  look  forward 
to  working  with  you.  We  offer  an  unequaled  record  of  success,  award¬ 
winning  “Grand  Format™ ”  catalogues  with  preparation  by  some  of  the 
world’s  best  known  numismatic  professionals,  and  the  showcasing  of 
your  collection  to  our  world-wide  mailing  list. 


WHEN  THE  TIME  CAME 

to  sell  the  extensive  Garrett  holdings,  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 
(owners  of  The  Garrett  Collection)  contacted  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Several  spectacular  catalogues  were  prepared,  drawing  all  eyes  in  the 


YOUR  TELEPHONE  CALL  TO 

Dr.  Rick  Bagg,  Director  of  Auctions,  will  bring  our  immediate  response. 
There  is  no  obligation — just  the  opportunity  to  sell  your  individual  rare 
coins,  or  your  complete  collection,  for  the  very  best  market  price. 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  ]NC. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  02894  ®  Toll-Free:  1-800-458-4646  ®  In  NH:  569-5095  ®  Fax:  (602)  569-5219 
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The  past  three  months  have  been  the  most  active  in  the 
history  of  our  Direct  Sales  Department!  Gail  Watson  and  Beth 
Piper  have  been  on  the  telephone  almost  constantly  from  8:30  in 
the  morning  when  our  switchboard  opens,  until 
3:00  in  the  afternoon.  Quite  a  few  times  we  have 
brought  lunch  in  to  them  so  that  they  would  not 
have  to  leave  their  desks.  Thank  you! 

While  Gail  and  Beth  have  been  selling  coins, 
Mark  Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  I  have  been 
buying  them.  We  have  criss-crossed  the  United 
States  and  have  probably  bought  more  nice  coins 
than  any  other  dealer  in  America.  All  of  this  has 
been  a  lot  of  hard  work.  Of  course,  there’s  some¬ 
thing  to  be  said  for  getting  away  to  Florida  and 
California  (to  mention  two  of  our  stops)  during 
the  coldest  part  of  winter  in  New  Hampshire. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  presents  one  of  the  finest 
offerings  ever.  One  of  my  favorite  rarities  is  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
Lincoln  cent,  and  every  time  I  buy  two  or  three  we  get  orders  for 
five  or  six!  As  this  issue  goes  to  press  we  have  about  a  half  dozen 
in  stock.  Another  favorite  rarity  is  the  1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  It 
wasn’t  that  long  ago — actually  in  the  1960s — that  we  enjoyed 
picking  through  the  Beck  Hoard  being  distributed  by  Abner 
Kreisberg  and  Jerry  Cohen  and  buying  a  few  dozen  pieces.  They 
all  sold  immediately. 

Before  leaving  the  office  again,  this  time  on  a  buying  trip  out 
West  with  a  stop  in  Arizona  to  see  friends  and  visit  the  Tucson 
Mineral  Show,  I  spent  quite  a  bit  of  time  checking  out  our  new 
purchases  and  creating  special  offers  for  this  RCR  (what  our 
Graphics  Department  calls  “Box  Specials”).  I  concentrated  on 
what  are  probably  the  three  most  popular  series  with  our  clients: 
Morgan  dollars,  commemorative  silver  coins  of  the  classic  era, 
and  Liberty  Walking  halves  of  the  1 930s  and  1 940s.  I  invite  you 
to  check  out  all  of  them. 


In  the  1950s  as  a  young  coin  dealer,  I  was 
very  excited  when  I  bought  my  first  double 
eagle.  Dated  1855-S,  the  large,  heavy,  and 
quite  impressive  coin  was  perhaps  VF  or  EF, 
but  oh  how  exciting  it  was  to  hold  and  exam¬ 
ine!  Far  nicer  than  a  $20  paper  bill.  Today  I  still 
enjoy  gold  coins  a  lot  and  find  them  ail  excit¬ 
ing.  I  also  recall  the  excitement  of  buying 
1785-1788  Connecticut  coppers  so  worn  that 
many  of  the  inscriptions  could  not  be  read, 
and  what  a  thrill  it  was  to  look  them  up  in 
Henry  C.  Miller  and  Hillyer  C.  Ryder’s  State 
Coinages  ofNewEngland{\9\9)  and  attribute  them  by  die  varieties. 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  “The  world’s  greatest  hobby.” 
Having  a  nice  collection  is  like  having  selections  from  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Museum  of  Art  or  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  your 
home  or  office.  Coins  are  history  you  can  hold  in  your  hand.  And, 
coins  do  not  have  to  be  expensive.  Just  about  anyone  can  afford  a 
1909  V.D.B.  cent  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  or  an  1883  Liberty 
nickel  without  CENTS,  both  of  which  are  among  America’s  most 
storied  issues. 

Look  through  this  issue  carefully.  Each  and  every  coin  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  be  in  the  technical  grade  you  want,  to  be  an  aesthetically 
excellent  example  of  its  grade,  and  to  be  priced  to  be  a  good  value — 
or  your  money  will  be  refunded.  Ever  since  1 953  we  have  built  what 
is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  country,  by 
furnishing  choice  quality  coins  to  knowledgeable,  educated  buyers.  If 
you  are  new  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  I  invite  you  to  “discover  Bowers 
and  Merena.”  If  you’re  an  old-timer  with  us,  its  always  great  to  hear 
from  you  again.  Please  list  second  choices  whenever  possible;  these 
will  be  used  only  if  the  first  items  have  been  sold.  As  these  words  are 
being  written,  each  and  every  item  is  available  in  our  stock,  but  things 
do  sell  quickly! 

Gail  and  Beth  are  at  the  other  end  of  our  toll-free  line,  1-800- 
222-5993  ready  to  take  your  order.  Or,  hurry  to  your  mailbox  and 
send  your  order  through  the  post.  Either  way,  some  really  fine  coins 
will  be  in  your  mailbox  soon — even  tomorrow  if  you  take  advantage 
of  our  “Order  it  today,  enjoy  it  tomorrow”  service,  free  on  request 
for  any  order  of  $500  or  more,  and  just  $10  below  that. 

Happy  collecting — and  thank  you  for  your  business  and  friend¬ 
ship. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Subscribe  Today ! 

A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five 
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Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  ma'l)  . $185.00 
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A  FABULOUS  LISTING  OF  COLONIAL  COINS 

Newly  Acquired  -  Offered  just  as  we  go  to  press 

1 

Colonial  and 
Related  Issues 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling. 
Small  Planchet.  Noe-25.  VF  overall,  but  a  touch 
of  design  weakness  is  noted  at  the  rim  at  6:00.  Small 
Planchet.  Rarity-5. 71 .5  grains.  Slightly  off-center, 
but  not  affecting  portions  of  the  design.  Attractive 
golden  gray  surfaces.  A  nice  example  of  an  elusive 
Massachusetts  silver  shilling  variety . 2,185.00 

1722  Rosa  Americana  penny.  VF.  Breen- 1 1 6,  pellet 

after  X,  two  reverse  rosettes.  A  pleasing  golden 
olive  specimen  of  the  popular  UTILE  DULCI 
coinage . 250.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  Fine.  Breen-96. 

229.5  grains.  Variety  with  no  stops  after  X  or  3. 
Golden  brown  surfaces.  Largest  denomination  in 
the  series . 210.00 

1723 Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Choice  AU.  Breen- 
1 55.  1 16.9  grains.  Type  having  large  3  in  date,  but 
without  the  pellet  before  H  in  HIBERNIA.  A 
lovely,  lustrous,  sharply  struck  specimen  certain  to 
delight  the  most  particular  numismatist.  .  550.00 

1724  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Choice  EF. 

Breen-166.  113.8  grains.  Type  with  stop  after 
date.  Lovely  golden  brown  toning . 530.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-60.  Breen- 180.  1 17.3 
grains.  Stop  after  S  in  GEORGIVS.  Seven 
harpstrings.  The  surfaces  are  about  30%  mint  red, 
with  golden  brown  and  bluish  gray  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  areas . 625.00 

Probably  from  the  famous  hoard  ofVirginia  halfpence  once 
owned  by  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  and  dispersed  in  the  19th 
century. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Choice  Uncirculated. 

Breen-1 81 .  No  stop  after  S.  Seven  harpstrings. 
Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  golden  brown  with  a 
generous  quota  of  faded  mint  red  on  the  re¬ 
verse .  750.00 


No  Date  (c.  1672-1684).  London  Elephant  token. 
Choice  AU.  Type  of  Breen-187.  160.3  grains. 


Obverse  with  elephant’s  tusks  near  border.  Re¬ 
verse  without  diagonals  in  the  heraldic  shield.  The 
weight  of  this  piece  is  intermediate  between  the 
thin  and  thick  planchet  standards  mentioned  by 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia,  which  he  gives  as 
116.7  and  233.33  grains  respectively.  Pleasing 
tobacco  brown  toning .  1075.00 

1766  Pitt  halfpenny  token.  VF.  Breen-251.  Betts- 

519.  Copper.  82.5  grains.  Glossy  golden  brown 
surfaces . 685.00 

Walter  Breen  attributes  the  design  to  the  engraver  James 
Smither,  and  suggests  that  it  was  produced  at  a  private  mint  either 
in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  William  Pitt  was  very  popular  in  the 
colonies  because  of  his  support  in  Parliament  for  American 
interests  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolution. 

1767  French  Colonies  sou.  Type  without  the  RF 

counterstamp.  Choice  EF.  Breen-700.  185.9 
grains.  Attractive  tan  toning .  550.00 

Struck  for  circulation  in  Louisiana  Territory  and  other 
colonies  administered  by  France. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Pointed  Rays.  Small  U.S. 

VF.  Breen-1 107.  111.5  grains.  Tan  surfaces  with 
pale  bluish  gray  highlights.  From  the  same  dies  as 
the  preceding . 280.00 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Pointed  Rays.  Script  U.S. 
EF.  Breen-1 111.1 16.4  grains.  From  the  same  dies 
as  the  preceding.  Chocolate  brown  surfaces.550.00 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Pointed  Rays.  Script  U.S. 
VF.  Breen- 1 111.1 16.2  grains.  Tan  toning  on  the 
high  points  deepens  to  a  chocolate  brown  shade  in 
the  fields . 280.00 

Desirable  1787  Immunis  Columbia 


1787  Immunis  Columbia.  Choice  EF.  Narrow  flan 
(27mm).  Breen- 1 137.  134.9  grains.  An  attractive 
glossy  golden  brown  specimen.  Tiny  diagonal 
mark  on  the  eagle’s  abdomen . 3435.00 

Walter  Breen  believed  that  the  Immunis  Columbia  pieces  were 
patterns  used  by  General  Matthias  Ogden  in  his  attempt  to  secure 
a  franchise  to  manufacture  copper  coins  for  the  U.S.  government. 

Superb  1786  R-7  Vermont 


1786  Vermont  copper.  Landscape  type. 

VERM(  JNTF.NSIUM  legend.  Choice  EF.  Ryder- 


7.  Bressett-5E.  Rarity-3.  117.0  grains.  A  lovely 
example  having  glossy  golden  brown  surfaces  and 
superb  centering.  A  excellent  candidate  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  either  an  outstanding  type  set  or  an 
impressive  specialized  collection.  Rarely  seen  so 

nice! .  3,750.00 

1788  Vermont  copper.  Bust  Right.  Choice  VF. 
Ryder-20.  Bressett-IOL.  125.8  grains.  .From  the 
same  dies  as  the  preceding.  Intermingled  chocolate 
brown  and  tan  toning,  with  some  reverse  porosity. 

Slightly  finer  than  Taylor:  2077 . 700.00 

1788  Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  VF. 
Ryder-20.  Bressett-IOL.  1  lO.Ograins.  Lovelyglossy 
tan  surfaces.  Very  appealing  from  the  aesthetic 
perspective . 400.00 

Believed  to  be  a  Machin’s  Mills  product.  Most  1 787-dated 
Vermont  issues  (Ryder  1 5  being  a  notable  exception)  and  all  of 
1788.  plus  the  “1785”  Vermont  /  IMMUNE  were  made  there 
under  an  arrangement  with  the  Vermont  franchisees. 

1788 Vermont  copper.  Bust  Right.  Choice  VF.  Ryder- 
27.  Bressett-1 8W.  134.9  grains.  Tan  surfaces.  A  late 

die  state  struck  from  clashed  dies .  375.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  EF. 
Miller-33. 16-Z.  15.  153.5  grains.  Rarity-3.  At¬ 
tractive  tan  surfaces . 295.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Choice 
VF/EF.  Miller-33. 23-Z.4. 1 14.2  grains.  Rarity-4. 
Appealing  golden  brown  toning.  Struck  very 
slightly  off  center.  The  reverse  is  significantly 

sharper  than  Taylor:  2558 .  590.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF 
Miller-37. 13-HH.  142.3  grains.  Rarity-5.  Tan 
toning  on  the  high  points  deepens  to  a  chocolate 
brown  shade  in  the  fields.  Close  examination 
reveals  some  minor  planchet  lamination  flaws  on 
the  reverse . 280.00 


1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Choice  EF.  Maris-6D. 
Rarity- 1.  Struck  at  the  Morristown  Mint. 
Chocolate  brown  and  attractive.  About  equal  to 
Taylor:  2 1 55  in  terms  of  sharpness.  A  prize  for 

the  specialist .  800.00 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  VF.  Maris-15L.  142.3 
grains.  Attributed  to  the  Rahway  Mint.  Tan  sur¬ 
faces  with  bluish  gray  highlights.  All  the  vertical 
and  horizontal  lines  on  the  reverse  shield  are 

boldly  delineated  on  this  example . 250.00 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Protruding  Longue  Vari¬ 
ety.  Choice  VF.  Maris-  16L.  1 59.3  grains.  Struck 
at  the  Rahway  Mint  on  a  small,  thick  flan.  Glossy, 
attractive  surfaces  with  a  pleasing  wood  grain 
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effect.  Protruding  Tongue”  die  break  and  cud  at 
the  rim  between  RE,  as  usually  seen  on  the  obverse 
in  this  combination . 340.00 

1 786  New  Jersey  copper.  ProtrudingTongue  Variety. 
Fine.  Maris- 16L.  Rarity- 1.  137.1  grains.  A  second 
example  from  the  same  dies  as  the  preceding. 
Golden  brown  and  tan  surfaces . 90.00 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  VF.  Maris-21P.  Rarity-3. 

1 53.7  grains.  A  lovely  tan  example,  about  equal  in 

sharpness  to  Taylor:2187.  Attributed  to  the 
Rahway  Mint . 375.00 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  VF.  Maris-28L.  Rarity-3. 

139.8  grains.  Appealing  tan  surfaces  with  wisps 

of  brown  around  the  peripheral  letters  and  nu¬ 
merals . 250.00 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Choice  Fine  to  VF.  Maris- 
34J.  Rarity-4.  143.8  grains.  Attractive  tan  toning, 
with  some  minor  porosity  noted  on  the  reverse. 
Struck  from  slightly  buckled  dies . 1 50.00 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Choice  VF.  Maris-43d. 
Rarity-1.  149.3  grains.  Appealing  golden  brown. 
Distinguished  by  the  presence  of  a  reverse  edge 
mark  (possibly  mint  made),  at  12:00,  and  a  deep 
lamination  flaw  beneath  S  in  PLURIBUS.  Attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  Rahway  Mint . 340.00 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  VF.  Maris-53j.  Rarity-3. 
135.7  grains.  Tobacco  brown  toning.  Lightly  po¬ 
rous,  but  still  attractive.  The  obverse  design  is  made 
distinct  by  the  undersized  8  in  the  date.  ..  340.00 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Serpent  Head.  VF.  Maris- 
54k.  Rarity-3.  96.2  grains.  Golden  brown  with 
some  pitting  and  porosity.  Struck  on  a  thin  under¬ 
weight  planchet,  as  is  typical  for  the  issue.  625.00 
Walter  Breen  attributed  this  variety  to  a  Mr.  Hatfield  of 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  The  sobriquet  “Serpent  Head,”  was 
assigned  because  of  the  horse’s  unnaturally  long  narrow  neck. 
The  head  itself  differs  little  from  that  seen  on  other  varieties  and 
is  adapted  from  the  NJ  state  crest. 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Choice  VF.  Maris-64t. 
Rarity- 1.  144.6  grains.  Large-diameter  planchet. 
An  attractive  tan  specimen  having  nice  centering, 
especially  on  the  reverse . 550.00 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Choice  VF.  Maris-64t. 
Rarity-1.  143.8  grains.  Large-diameter  planchet, 
as  preceding  (about  30.2  mm;  1.189  inches  verti¬ 
cal  diameter) .  Chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  some 
central  porosity . 435.00 

The  M-64t  variety  also  exists  on  smaller  diameter  planchets; 
see  the  following. 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  VF.  Maris-64t.  Rar- 
ity-1.  144.9  grains.  Small-diameter  planchet 
(about  28.5mm  vertical  diameter).  Attractive 
golden  brown  toning.  Believed  to  have  been 
coined  at  the  Morristown  Mint  by  Walter 
Mould .  300.00 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  VF.  Ryder-4C.  Rar¬ 

ity-  1 .  8 1 .3  grains.  Tan  toning  on  the  high  points 
deepens  to  a  chocolate  brown  shade  in  the  fields. 
Thoroughly  attractive . 435.00 

1788  Massachusetts  half  cent.  EF.  Ryder- IB. 

Rarity- 1.  88.4  grains.  Mostly  golden  brown 
surfaces  with  some  blushes  of  pale  blue  in  the 
fields.  Finer  than  the  Taylor  Collection  ex¬ 
ample,  lot  21 18 .  750.00 

1787  Nova  Eborac  copper.  Fine.  Breen-987.  1 10.8 
grains.  Golden  brown  toning,  with  pale  tan  irides¬ 
cence  on  the  high  points.  Reverse  type  with  seated 


figure  facing  right.  Walter  Breen  attributes  the 
Nova  Eborac  design  to  John  Bailey . 375.00 

1  he  reverse  die  state  is  advanced,  with  a  heavy  cud  at  the  rim 
between  3:30  and  5:00. 

“1781”  North  American  token.  Copper.  VF.  Breen- 
1 144.  Breton-1013. 1 17.9grains.  Pleasingchestnut 
brown  surfaces.  A  popular  variety  attributed  to 
William  Mossop,  Jr.  of  Dublin,  Ireland.  It  is 
believed  that  these  pieces  were  actually  coined 
during  the  second  decade  of  the  19th  century 
despite  the  “1781”  date  on  the  obverse.  .  155.00 
1787  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  AU  for  type.  Breen- 
1147.  117.3  grains.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  A 
popular  variety  that  has  long  been  associated  with 
the  Connecticut  series  because  of  the  very  similar 
draped  bust  motif  on  the  obverse.  Walter  Breen 
opined  that  the  Auctori  Plebis  pieces  were  coined 
in  Birmingham,  England  to  fill  the  order  of  an 

American  merchant . 625.00 

“1789”  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet.  Copper.  Plain 
edge.  EF.  Breen- 1 020. 1 64.4  grains.  Golden  brown 
surfaces.  Advanced  obverse  die  state  with  a  heavy 

cud  at  upper-left  corner  of  the  clock . 685.00 

No  Date  (c.  1792)  Kentucky  token.  Uncirculated. 
LANCASTER  edge.  Breen-1158.  139.7  grains. 
Lovely  lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  tan  with  blushes 
of  pale  blue  and  generous  amounts  of  blazing  mint 

red .  590.00 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Choice  Uncir¬ 
culated.  Breen-1036.  143.7  grains.  “WE 
PROMISE  TO  PAY....”  edge.  A  lovely  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  issue,  having  sharp 
frosty  devices,  and  considerable  prooflike  char¬ 
acter  in  the  fields.  The  surfaces  are  about  1 5% 
mint  red,  with  blushes  of  tan,  blue,  and  violet 
in  the  remaining  areas.  Certain  to  highlight 
virtually  any  collection  of  early  American  is¬ 
sues . 780.00 

1783  Washington  &  Independence  copper.  Draped 
Bust  without  toga  button.  Center-grained  edge. 
Choice  Proof.  Baker-3.  Breen- 1 193. 147.0  grains. 
Mostly  golden  brown,  with  wisps  of  pleasing 
mint  brilliance  at  the  peripheries.  A  restrike  issue 
attributed  by  Walter  Breen  to  W.J.  Taylor  of 

London . 590.00 

Undated  (c.  1815-1 820?)  Washington  Double  Head 
cent.  AU.  Breen- 1204.  Baker-6.  126.8  grains. 
Pleasing  golden  brown.  The  obverse  and  reverse 
both  have  the  same  design,  vis  a  laureated  military 
bust  of  George  Washington  facing  left  with 
WASHINGTON  above . 500.00 


1791  Washington  President  cent.  Small  Eagle 
Reverse.  Choice  AU.  Breen- 121 7.  Baker-6. 
1 93.6  grains.  Lustrous  chocolate  brown  surfaces. 
Magnification  reveals  some  scarcely  noticeable 

pin  scratches  on  both  sides . 1050.00 

1793/2  Washington.  Ship  halfpenny.  EF.  Brer 


1225.  Baker- 18.  161.1  grains.  Golden  brown 
toning.  A  popular  variety  portraying  a  uniformed 
bust  of  Washington  on  the  obverse  and  a  sailing 
ship  on  the  reverse.  A  reverse  edge  bump  can  be 
seen  at  4:00 .  500.00 

1795  Washington.  Grate  halfpenny.  Choice  Un¬ 
circulated.  Breen-1271.  Baker-29.  140.5  grains. 
Mostly  chocolate  brown  with  pale  blue  highlights 
and  traces  of  mint  red.  Attributed  to  the  engraver 
Thomas  Wyon.  These  tokens  were  struck  for  the 
firm  of  Clark  &  Harris  near  Bishopsgate  in  Lon¬ 
don .  530.00 

Grate  halfpennies  are  so-called  because  the  reverse  design 
depicts  a  fireplace  grate.  The  swag  ornamentation  framing  the 
fireplace  was  very  popular  at  the  time,  having  been  developed 
and  popularized  by  Robert  Adam. 

No  Date  (c.  1795)  Washington.  Liberty  &  Security 
penny.  EF.  Baker-30.  Breen- 1254.  302.7  grains. 
Plain  rims.  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  OPPRESS’D 
OF  ALL  NATION S  edge.  Attractive  golden  brown 
toning .  590.00 

1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays.  VF.  Kessler 
Newman- IB.  Rarity-5.  Tan  iridescence  on  the 
high  points  deepens  to  a  chocolate  brown  shade 
in  the  fields.  Some  porosity  and  pitting  are 
noted.  A  scarce  variety  having  an  estimated 
population  of  only  between  30  and  75  ex¬ 
amples . 935.00 


1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays.  MS-60.  KN-13X. 
156.5  grains.  Lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces 
with  some  planchet  fissures  (most  notable  on  the 
reverse).  Almost  certainly  from  the  famous  Bank 

of  New  York  hoard .  1,375.00 

1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays.  Fine.  KN-16H. 
Rarity-5.  155.1  grains.  Golden  brown  toning 
with  hints  of  blue  at  the  centers.  Some  minor 
porosity  and  planchet  fissure  are  noted.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  between  30  and  75  examples 
have  survived  in  all  grades . 435.00 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 


Colonial  coins,  including  state  coins  and  pieces 
honoring  George  Washington,  are  among  the  most 
fascinating  series  in  American  numismatics.  There  are 
many  different  die  varieties,  each  with  different  char¬ 
acteristics.  Further,  the  elements  of  planchet  stock, 
striking,  and  wear  combine  to  give  each  coin  a  person¬ 
ality.  And,  each  series  has  a  good  measure  of  exciting 
American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  numbers), 
Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M”  numbers), 
Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of  1787-1788, 
Maris  on  New  Jersey  coppers  (“M”  numbers,  but 
from  a  different  author,  not  Miller),  W.S.  Baker  and 
Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington  pieces  and  so  on.  A 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  in  the  fore  part  gives 
a  nice  overview  of  Colonial  coins  and  also  a  bibliogra¬ 
phy  from  which  you  may  choose  any  number  of 
additional  references.  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Comr  (“Breen”  numbers) 
is  highly  recommended  for  the  advanced  numisma¬ 
tist. 

Approval  service:  The  best  way  to  see  if  a  particular 
colonial  coin  is  just  right  for  you  is  to  view  it  at  leisure 
in  your  home  or  office.  Any  item  listed  can  be  sent  to 
you  on  approval  for  your  inspection  if  you  are  a  regular 
client  or  have  established  credit.  If  you  are  considering 
buying  one  Connecticut  copper  (for  example),  why 
not  ask  to  view  three  or  four,  and  then  take  your  pick? 


(1688)  MS-60.  American  Plantations  token,  a.k.a. 
Plantation  “halfpenny.”  Breen-78,  N-4E.  MS-60 
or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces.  This  is 
the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the  obverse  die 


break  normally  seen  is  not  present  on  this  speci¬ 
men).  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  composition  (tin), 
most  of  these  are  seen  with  heavy  corrosion.  This 

is  a  pleasant  exception  to  the  rule! .  1,995.00 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  “the  first  authorized 
coinage  for  the  British  colonies  in  America”  (per  the  Guide  Book), 
and  are  believed  to  have  been  made  under  a  franchise  given  to 
Richard  Holt  in  1688.  Over  the  years  they  have  been  assigned 
different  names  by  numismatists.  Currently,  they  are  known  as 
American  Plantations  tokens  in  the  Guide  Book,  which  assigns 
them  a  denomination  value  of  one  farthing  (1/4  of  a  penny) ,  or, 
per  Walter  Breen,  a  “Plantation  halfpenny.”  The  denomination 
on  the  coin  itself  is  expressed  as  l/24th  real.  In  the  Spanish 
system,  eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar,  and  two  reales  (or  bits), 
equaling  25  cents  (the  term  “two  bits”  for  the  American  quarter 
dollar  has  this  origin) .  1  /24th  part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24th  of 
12.5  cents,  or  about  a  halfpenny  (although  the  British  and 
Spanish  denominations  cannot  be  converted  evenly). 


1723  Breen-96.  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  MS- 

62.  A  deep  bold  strike  with  exquisite  definition  of 
detail,  including  on  the  monarch’s  hair  strands 
and  the  reverse  rose  petals.  A  superb  specimen  of 
the  largest  denomination  of  the  series.  1 ,950.00 
1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-64  RD.  90%  bright 
mint  red  fading  to  brown  on  the  devices.  One  of 

the  finest  we  have  ever  seen . 875.00 

These  pieces  dated  1773  were  struck  in  England,  and  did 
not  arrive  in  the  colony  ofVirginia  until  1775,  by  which  time  the 
sparks  of  the  American  Revolution  had  been  ignited,  and  the 
coins  could  not  circulate  effectively.  Several  thousand  of  these 
were  kept  together,  and  in  the  1 870s  were  disposed  of  in  a  hoard 
in  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  estate.  This  group  is  the  source  of 
most  Mint  State  pieces  seen  today.  By  now  these  have  been 
widely  dispersed. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Stop  after  S.  Seven  harp 
strings.  MS-63  RB.  1 19.3  grains.  90%  (or  more) 
red,  with  some  attractive  rose  and  violet  toning 

highlights . 650.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Without  period  after 
GEORGIVS.  AU-55 . 295.00 


—  TO  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  — 


Call  us  toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 


or  fax  us  at 


1-603-569-5319 


Rare  Carolina  Elephant  Token 
O  over  E  variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled  as 
PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attractive 
light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear.  El¬ 
ephant  well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most 
lettering  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well 
defined.  A  classic  early  rarity . 4,495.00 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining  to 
New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been  made  in 
the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  recorded.  The 
intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  circulate  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settlements  there.  Most 
examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

1760  Hibernia-Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-2A. 
F-12 . 110.00 

1722/1  French  Colonies  copper  sou.  VF-35. 480.00 

Very  late  state  of  the  dies;  obv.  bulged;  rev.  with  massive 
break  at  N  of  FRANCOISES.  Obtained  from  an  old-time  New 
England  collection,  whose  owner  noted  it  was  the  “finest  seen” 
of  the  issue. 

1762-BB  French  Colonies.  Sou  marque.  EF-45.  Most 
original  silvering  still  intact . 195.00 

1767-A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  No  Counter¬ 
stamp.  AU-50. 191.5  grains.  Considerably  scarcer 
without  RF  counterstamp  than  with  it.  Indeed, 
Walter  Breen  speculated  that  over  98%  of  this 
mintage  (1 .6  million  pieces)  was  counterstamped! 
Mahogany  and  tan  surfaces . 995.00 

1786  Ryder- 1 1.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-4+. 

F-15.  On  a  somewhat  rough  planchet  as  always 
seen.  Quite  elusive .  1,495.00 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to  have 
been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont,  and  thus  constituting  one  of  the 
relatively  few  varieties  of  indigenous  Vermont  coinage  bearing  a 
portrait  (in  this  case,  of  King  George  II,  but  not  identified  as 
such).  Smooth  light  brown  surfaces.  A  planchet  defect  is  seen  at 
the  center  of  the  obverse,  and  some  minor  planchet  marks  arc 
seen  on  the  reverse,  but  overall  this  is  in  the  top  20%  quality-wise 
of  this  issue. 

1787  Miller  4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 

Horned  Bust  variety  (so-called  from  a  die  break 
extending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popular 
variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795.00 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash  marks 
beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Horned 
Bust  Variety.  EF-45.  Slightly  rough  dark  brown 
surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  mahogany  in  areas. 
Some  natural  obverse  planchet  flaws  as  made. 
Sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade . 495.00 

From  the  late  die  state  with  “horn”  break  from  shoulder, 
and  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1786  M5.4-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-2. 
VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  affecting  the 
tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse  and  INDE  on 
the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown . 375.00 

1 786  M5.4-0. 1 .  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-2. 

F-15.  Planchet  flaws  on  obverse . 95.00 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  F- 12.  Me¬ 
dium  brown . 145.00 

1787  M1.2-C.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-3. 
F-15-  The  popular  “Muttonhead”  or  “Bradford 
Head”  variety.  From  the  late  lapped  state  of  the 
obverse  die,  with  central  portrait  edges  weakened 
as  a  result.  Medium  tan  surfaces.  An  edge  clip  is 
noted  at  7:00  relative  to  the  obverse.  A  nice  coin 
overall . 399.00 

The  so-called  Mutton  Head  or  Bradford  copper  is  among 
the  more  curious  varieties  in  the  Connecticut  series.  Although 
probably  made  circa  1787,  its  distinctive  style  is  different  from 
others  made  that  year,  it  is  not  die-linked  with  the  main  series, 
and  the  manufacturer  remains  unknown  to  this  day. 

1787  Ml  1.2-K.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R- 

3.  VG-8  Double  struck  at  the  top,  with  a  small 
“tab”  displaying  on  the  reverse  a  duplication  of 
certain  reverse  motifs,  namely  the  head  of  the 
goddess  and  the  top  of  the  pole  hand.  Excellent, 
deep  definition  of  denticles  separates  the  two 

images.  Medium  brown  surfaces .  595-00 

1787M14-H.  R-4.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

12.  Pheons  at  date . 159.00 

1787  M16.6-NN.2.  R-5.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  VG-8.  Planchet  striations  as  made  (during 

strip  rolling  process) . 95.00 

1787  M17-g.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-4. 

VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown . 375.00 

1787  M30-hh.l.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 

2.  VF-35 . 475.00 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  EF- 

40 . 475.00 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 
15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet  defect 
on  rim.  Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  ob¬ 
verse  field  (usually  removable  if  desired.) .  165-00 
1787  M31.2-r.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VG-8 . 89.00 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (remov¬ 
able  with  solvent  if  desired).  At  one  time,  when  coins  were  kept 
in  cabinets,  it  was  common  practice  for  specialists  (Dr.  Thomas 
Hall  being  but  one  example)  to  ink  identification  numbers  in  the 
field  so  that  the  coins  could  be  handled  and  examined  without 
being  mixed  up. 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275.00 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still  seen 
at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking  up  in 
these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety).  Very 

attractive  overall . 325.00 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces. ..  375.00 


1787  M33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 

4.  F-12.  Medium  brown . 135.00 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (remov¬ 
able  if  desired,  but  probably  few  specialists  would  want  to  do 
this). 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 

15.  Very  faint  porosity . 155.00 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 355.00 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet  sur¬ 
face  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  relief 

parts.  Outstanding  quality . 975.00 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium  brown. 

Attractive . 145.00 

1787  M34-FF.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 

5.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  planchet 

streak  on  obverse.  Attractive . 325.00 

1787  M36-L.  1 .  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VG- 

8 . 135.00 

1787  M37.3-i.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-3. 

VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345.00 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 
20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail  for 
the  grade . 175.00 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Net 
VF-20.  Very  little  actual  wear,  but  with  planchet 
fissures,  etc.,  as  made  and  as  often  seen. .  175.00 

1788  M2-D.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-2. 

VG-8 . 95.00 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (remov¬ 
able  if  desired). 

1788  Mll-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 . 195.00 

1788  Ml6.3-n.  R-2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

EF-45 . 995.00 

1786  Maris  17-K.  New  Jersey.  R-4.  F-12.  ...275.00 

1786  M24-p.  New  Jersey.  VF-35.  Light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Struck  on  a  minutely  porous  planchet.  Very 
good  detail  except  for  center  of  reverse  shield, 
which  is  lightly  impressed,  as  made,  and  which 
shows  the  original  planchet  characteristics.  A  far 
above  average  specimen  of  this  variety.  ..  975.00 

1787  M  32-T.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Style  with  knobs 
on  plow  handles.  Attractive  light  brown.  395.00 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275.00 
1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  a  F-15 . 195.00 

1787  M46-E.  New  Jersey.  F-12 . 135.00 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly  po¬ 
rous  olive  and  tan.  Outline  to  shield . 149.00 

1787  M48g.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Light  brown.  Out¬ 
line  to  shield . 390.00 

1 787  M63-q.  New  Jersey.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown 
surfaces . 395.00 


Discover  Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do,  and  you 
want  excellent  VALUE  for  your  money,  discover 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  by  placing  a  trial  order 
today.  Do  this,  and  you’ll  be  a  client  for  many  years. 
In  fact,  many  of  our  clients  have  been  with  us  since  we 
started  business  in  the  1950s. 


Overstruck  Maris  73-aa 
Over  1787  Connecticut 


1787  M73-aa.  New  Jersey.  R-5.  VF-35.  Boldly 
overstruck  on  a  1787  Connecticut  copper,  Miller- 
10E,  a  Low  Rarity-6  variety  in  its  own  right.  Also 
clearly  double  struck.  Near  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus.  Attractive  mahogany  and  olive  surfaces  display 
a  few  natural  planchet  flaws,  otherwise  quite  choice. 
A  nice  coin  for  the  advanced  specialist.  2,950.00 

From  our  sale  of  the  Henry  Garrett  Collection:  1442. 

Superb  1787  2-A  Mass.  l/2<t 
1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  R-3. 
AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  showing  minute  details  of  die 
characteristics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  for 
the  connoisseur .  2,750.00 

Mint  State  1787  R  5-A  Mass.  l/2<t 


1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  R  5-A.  MS-63.  Lus¬ 
trous  glossy  brown  surfaces.  Boldly  struck  in  all 
areas  save  the  highest  relief  at  the  center,  where  the 
original  planchet  characteristics  are  visible.  One  of 
the  finest  known  of  this  variety,  a  prize  for  the 
advanced  collector . 2,950.00 

Reverse  die  with  cud  break  over  U.  Original  planchet 
characteristics  at  center,  as  noted,  showing  granular  copper 
without  any  directional  orientation  from  the  rolling  process. 

1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2b-C.  F-VF . 465.00 

1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  3-G.  VF-EF.  Medium 

brown  planchet.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
colonial  collection . 780.00 

General  style  with  period  after  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  6-N.  No  Period.  R-2.  F- 

15 . 195.00 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  1-D.  VF-35.  Attractive 

light  brown  surfaces . 325.00 

1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Reverse  with 
figure  facing  left.  VF-35 . 795.00 

1787  Vlack-17-87B.  Machin’s  Mills  imitation 
halfpenny.  F-15 . 295.00 

1789  Mott  Token.  Thick  Planchet.  B-1022.  202.2 

grains.  AU-50 . 1,275.00 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1 789,  it  may  have  been  struck 
circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789  founding 
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Aii  Elegy  on  the 


Large  Cents  of 
1794 


by  Jon  Warshawsky 


After  a  third  reading  of  Dr.  Salyards’  January  column 
[reprinted  in  RCR  103,  page  46],  I  must  admit  to  feeling 
somewhat  disappointed  with  what  is  presumably  the  bicenten¬ 
nial  tribute  to  the  1794  large  cents.  To  argue  that  a  worn 
Sheldon-20 — perhaps  the  most  elegant  coin  to  leave  the  early 
Philadelphia  Mint — rather  resembles  a  worn  Sheldon-21 ,  also 
an  attractive  coin,  is  to  refute  the  tradition  upon  which  the 
study  of  early  copper  coinage  is  founded.  With  all  due  respect 

to  fanciers  of  the  middle  and  late  dates, 
the  most  distinctive  dies  to 
emerge  from  the  Mint  were 
retired  well  before  1816. 
In  his  characteristi¬ 
cally  well-written  col¬ 
umn,  Dr.  Salyards  ar¬ 
gues  quite  correctly 
that  1794  large  cents 
are  expensive  in  higher 
states  of  preservation. 
Maris  and  Sheldon 
would  certainly  disap¬ 
prove.  Ofcourse,  if  Maris 
knew  the  current  price  of  a 
copy  of  his  modest  mono¬ 
graph  on  the  1794,  he 
might  think  otherwise 
of  the  values  assigned 
to  coppers  of  this  elite 
date.  The  assertion 
that  1794s  tend  to 
resemble  one  another 
in  collectible  grades 
seems  unreasonable, 
however,  particularly 
when  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  has  demonstrated  its  will¬ 
ingness  to  pay  premiums  for  late 
dates  which  are  identical  to  one  another  save  for  a  rim  cud. 

When  the  John  Adams  fixed  price  catalogue  was  published 
in  1 982, 1  chanced  to  be  on  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  mailing  list. 
My  interest  in  wartime  Jefferson  nickels — with  their  fascinat- 
ingmintmarkaboveMonticelloon  the  reverse  (ofall  places!) — 
had  led  me  to  purchase  one  of  these  treasures  at  some  point 
and  eventually  brought  the  Adams  catalogue  to  my  mailbox. 


After  years  of  believing  that  the  only  worth¬ 
while  collections  were  those  on  the  scale  of 
Garrett  or  Brand,  I  finally  beheld  a  collection 
so  specialized  that  its  owner  had  lavished 
attention  upon  each  piece.  Whether  G-4  or 
Uncirculated,  every  cent  in  the  Adams  Col¬ 
lection  represented  a  piece  of  history  and 
belonged  there.  Of  course  the  coins  were 
expensive — but  quantity  was  not  the  primary 
objective,  nor  was  completion. 

With  respect  to  the  1794s,  many  of  the 
varieties  in  VG-8  can  be  attributed  at  arm’s 
length.  In  forming  his  appreciation  for  the 
wheelspoke  and  split  pole  varieties,  neither 
Hays  nor  Sheldon  had  access  to  blazing  Mint 
State  examples.  Cents  near  basal  condition 
interest  only  the  devout  specialist  and  are,  as 
Dr.  Salyards  notes,  less  distinctive  in  many  respects.  Collectors 
limited  to  AG-3  examples  for  every  variety  of  1794  might,  as  Bill 
Noyes  suggests  in  the  forward  of  his  photographic  guide  to  the 
early  dates,  wish  to  realign  their  collecting  goals  with  their 
budget.  The  considerable  cost  of  the  higher  grade  pieces — with 
correspondingly  steep  prices  in  the  lower  grades — is  an  eco¬ 
nomic  measure  of  the  exceptional  desirability  of  the  coins.  If  the 
differences  between  the  varieties  were  insignificant,  lower  grade 
examples  would  be  priced  accordingly.  Would  the  numismatist 
prefer  to  have  one  exceptionally  nice  Sheldon-2 1  or  five  or  more 
Uncirculated  late  dates?  The  market  has  spoken. 

I  believe  we  have  become  somewhat  numbed  by  the  excep¬ 
tional  numbers  of 200-year-old  coins  paraded  before  us,  as  well  as 
spoiled  by  the  dispersal  ofTed  Naftzger’s  breathtaking  collection. 
I  am  further  disappointed  that  the  Large  Cent  Happening  at  EAC 
contains  not  a  single  1794.  Has  the  magic  waned  or  has  our 
philosophy  changed?  I  suspect  the  latter  may  be  the  case. 

Two  coins  from  the  Adams  Collection  have  found  their  way 
into  my  collection.  Though  circulated,  they  have  joined  a  select 
(and  limited)  group  of  coins  which  are  distinctive  as  no  other 
series  in  the  spectrum  of  numismatics  could  hope  to  be.  Perhaps 
we  would  do  well  to  de-emphasize  the  importance  of  comple¬ 
tion  and  savor  the  personality  of  the  individual  coins. 

(Reprinted  from  the  March  1 3,  1 994  issue  of  Penny-Wise  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  author,  Jon  Warshawsky.) 


“100%  Delighted ” 

“I  have  received  the  VF-20  (PCGS)  1798  large  cent  and 
the  AU-58  1917  Type  II  quarter  dollar. 

“As  a  subscriber  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  a  reader  of 
many  of  the  books  you  publish,  I  felt  this  is  where  I  could 
purchase  raw  coins  and  certified  coins,  not  only  graded 
correctly  by  the  certification  service,  but  excellent  in  your 
opinion  as  well. 

“I  must  say  when  I  received  my  first  coins  in  the  mail  and 
saw  they  were  free  from  scuff  marks,  tick  marks,  etc.  I  was 
100%  delighted,  especially  with  the  large  cent  which  is  very 
difficult  to  find  with  a  surface  this  choice. 

“Thank  you  for  your  service,  your  staff  is  excellent. 

“Sincerely, 

“K.S.” 
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1789  Mott  T  oken.  Thick  Planchet.  B- 1 022. 1 66.64 
grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  piece.  1,275.00 
Undated  (c.  1795)  Kentucky  token.  Plain  Edge.  EF- 
40 .  225.00 


1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially  nice 
specimen .  1,295.00 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern  part 
of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  These  tokens, 
denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham,  England 
and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America.  As  it  turned 
out,  many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to  make  half  cents. 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen- 1035.  MS-63. 

Thick  Planchet.  156.9  grains . 495.00 

1783  Washington.  Small  Military  Bust.  VF-25.  135.00 
1783  Washington.  Large  Military  Bust.  EF-45. 340.00 
1783  Washington.  Draped  Bust.  No  button  on  toga. 

B-1189.  EF-40.  325.00 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  EF-45  to  AU-50. 
PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Very  early  (and  unusual)  die  state; 

no  bulge  or  failure.  Medium  brown . 875.00 

1795  B-1260,  B-31.  Washington.  Liberty  and  Secu¬ 
rity  halfpenny.  VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN  LONDON 

LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL  edge . 250.00 

1795  B- 1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with  some 
traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640.00 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England  for 
the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment  was  on 
Wormwood  St. 


surfaces.  Liberty  Cap  type,  high  relief,  as  in  this 
year  only.  A  great  choice  for  a  type  set.  2,495.00 
1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-6,  C-6.  VF-35.  Early  die 
state . 495.00 

The  “spike”  feature  is  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  a  foreign 
object,  quite  possibly  a  bolt,  falling  on  the  die  and  leaving  scars. 

1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-7,  C-8.  AU-55  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  medium  brown  mixed  with  lighter  tan. 
The  crack  through  LIBER  of  LIBERTY  is  full; 
however,  the  rim  is  complete  over  the  letters  LI. 
The  collector  of  half  cents  by  date  and  major  type 

would  do  well  to  consider  this  coin .  1,050.00 

1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-7,  C-8.  EF-40 . 345.00 

1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-7,  C-8.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 795.00 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  G-5.  Die 

State  5,  with  rim  break  over  RTY . 49.00 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4.  With  Stems.  EF- 

45 . 435.00 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  Stemless.  EF-45.  Obverse 
double  struck,  with  two  facial  outlines  and  dupli¬ 
cation  of  certain  other  features.  A  very  curious 
item . 895.00 

A  candidate  for  “show  and  tell”  at  your  next  coin  club 
meeting! 

1804  B-ll,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  Stemless.  VF-30.  At¬ 
tractive  light  brown . 235.00 


Buffalo 

Nickel 

Set 


Half  Cents 


1793-1857 


Half  cents  were  minted  intermittently  from  1793- 
1857,  and  are  classified  by  “B”  and  “C”  numbers, 
from  these  reference  books:  Walter  Breen ’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  Half Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger 
S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 


1 794  Breen-9,  Cohen-9.  VF-25  ( PCGS) .  Dark  brown 


A  virtually  complete  set  of  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els,  lacking  just  the  1916  Doubled  Die  and 
191 8/7-D  overdate  rarities,  and  the  1 938-D/ 
S  variety;  the  popular  1937-D  3-legged  rarity  is 
included!  The  average  grade  of  the  set  is  VF- 
20;  some  dates  grade  slightly  lower,  but  many 
coins  grade  much  higher.  This  attractive  set  of 
nicely  matched  coins  comes  housed  in  a  cus¬ 
tom  album,  and  best  of  all,  it  is  priced  to 
move!  Our  regular  retail  price  for  this  group 
would  be  more  than  $1,200.00  if  sold  indi¬ 
vidually,  but  our  fortunate  purchase  is  your 
gain.  Don’t  be  disappointed;  we  have  just  one 
set  available,  so  please  order  quickly.  Advan¬ 
tageously  priced  at  only . $995.00 


1805  B-l,  C-l.  Medium  5,  Stemless.  VF-20.125.00 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6,  Stemless.  VF-25 . 85.00 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Brown  surfaces  with  delicate 
bluish  gray  highlights.  Quite  lustrous,  despite  evi¬ 
dence  of  brief  circulation.  Die  State  III.  ..  595.00 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  F-15 . 95.00 

Nearly  always  seen  in  well-circulated  grades 

1809  B-3,  C-2.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown . 625.00 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  AU-50 . 275.00 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  tinges  of  a  lighter  color.  385.00 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 .  175.00 

1 828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-58.  Much  lustre  remains 

on  smooth  brown  surfaces . 195.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 475.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  dark 

brown,  mixed  with  lighter  tan.  The  reverse  dis¬ 
plays  minor  traces  of  mint  red . 595.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 115.00 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50.  Lustrous  brown . 1 15.00 

1835  B-2.  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 160.00 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  R-3.  EF-40 .  149.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 .  185.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  175.00 


1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossy 


brown .  1,650.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  175.00 


1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 
lustrous  light  tan  surfaces .  1,650.00 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  185.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65,  red  and  brown.  Mostly  red. 

A  superb  specimen! . 945.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  speci¬ 
men.  Outstanding  both  technically  and 
aesthetically .  1,395.00 

1855  B-l.  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63.  Glossy  surfaces . 395. 00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  169.00 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  R-l.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.525.00 

1 857  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 

and  very  beautiful  specimen  of  the  last  year  of 
issue . 495.00 

According  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  most 
1857  half  cents  were  melted  at  the  Mint  soon  after  they  were 
struck.  Accordingly,  pieces  of  this  date  are  even  scarcer  than  the 

low  mintage  indicates. 

1 857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 
brown . 365.00 
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Large  Cents 

Urge  cents,  dated  from  1 793- 1 857  (with  the  solitary 
exception  of  the  year  1815)  are  classified  by  Sheldon 
numbers  (“S”  numbers)  as  described  in  the  beginning 
of  the  text  of  Penny  Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1793- 
1814)  and  in  Howard  Newcomb’s  UnitedStates  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857 (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Urge  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different  ways. 
The  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic  listing  of 
dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  include  1793, 
1799, and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval  any 
of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

1793  Chain  AMERICA  cent 
1793  Chain  AMERICA  Sheldon- 1.  Rarity-4.  F- 
12/VF-25 . 4,975.00 

Beautiful  EF  1793  Wreath  Cent 
S-6,  Vine  and  Bars 


1793  Wreath.  S-6.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  surfaces.  Ex¬ 
tremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in  the  top 
1 0%  quality-wise  of  1 793  cents  at  the  EF-40  level. 
From  an  old-time  New  England  collection  off  the 
market  for  years . 9,250.00 

Attractive  1793  Wreath  Cent 
S-llc,  Lettered  Edge 


1793  Wreath.  S-llc.  R-3.  F-15.  Lettered  edge, 
single  leaf  on  edge.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this 


ORDER  IT  TODAY 
ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW! 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free  on 
coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $10  for 
orders  below  that  amount.  In  that  way  that 
Special  Coin  can  be  in  your  hands  just 
hours  from  now! 


classic  issue . 3,250.00 

From  the  same  dies  used  to  strike  S- 1 1  a  (vine  and  bars  edge) 
and  S-l  lb  (lettered  edge,  double  leaf). 

Elusive  1794  S-17a  Cent 
Head  of  ’93 


1794  Head  of  1793.  S-17a.  VG-8  Rarity-5  .  Golden 
brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and  oxidation 
spots;  attractive  overall  and,  of  course,  subject  to 

your  satisfaction . 3,950.00 

Head  of  1793,  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Liberty 
Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  1 793.  It  is  estimated  that  only 
between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S-17a  exist  in  all  grades. 

Finest  Known  1794  Starred  Reverse  Cent 
The  Most  Famous  Cent  Variety 


1794  S-48.  Starred  Reverse.  R-5.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
The  finest  known  specimen  of  what  many  con¬ 
sider  to  be  the  most  famous  and  desired,  most 
celebrated,  of  all  rarities  in  the  entire  large  cent 
series.  This  specimen,  which  we  enjoyed  as  it  went 
through  our  hands  in  years  past,  traces  its  pedigree 
to  the  memorable  large  cent  collection  of  John  W. 
Adams,  later  being  a  pan  of  the  incomparable  Ted 
Naftzger  cabinet,  among  other  owners.  Any  ad¬ 
vanced  collection  of  large  cents  is,  to  a  degree, 
measured  by  the  quality  of  its  1794  Starred  Re¬ 
verse.  Once  this  example  is  sold,  it  may  be  many 
years,  if  ever,  before  it  comes  on  the  market  again. 
Hence,  the  advanced  specialist  and  connoisseur 
has  a  truly  remarkable  opportunity.  ..  89,500.00 

The  Starred  Reverse  is  unique  in  that  it  has  94  five-pointed 
stars,  finely  formed,  arranged  in  a  circle  around  the  border, 
interspersed  among  the  denticles.  The  reason  for  the  addition  of 
the  stars  has  never  been  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  everyone, 
although  there  have  been  many  conjectures  ranging  from  “an 
idle  hour  at  the  Mint”  (Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon),  to  a  pattern. 
Without  doubt,  the  variety  is  at  once,  the  most  famous  and  the 
most  enigmatic  of  the  cent  varieties.  Indeed,  poems  have  been 
written  about  this  coin,  and  even  a  book  was  published  about  it! 
“Collectors  mention  it  with  religious  awe,”  noted  the  good  Dr. 
Sheldon. 

1798  S- 1 67.  F-12.  Light  brown . 175.00 

With  interesting  multiple  breaks  on  obverse  and  reverse. 
“T  his  is  one  of  the  most  heavily  cracked  coins  in  the  series" 
(Sheldon). 

1800  S-l 99.  R-3.  F-12.  Thin  date  numerals.  Deep 


brown  surfaces  with  lighter  brown  highlights  on 
the  high  points.  Aesthetically  appealing.  495.00 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T  cut 

over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES.  A 
tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim  at 
12:00 . 695.00 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which  one 
of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1 802  year  is  also  one  of  the 
most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word  LIBERY,  then 
realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1803  S-269.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Small  Date.  Attractive 
brown  surfaces.  Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as 


well  as  the  type  set  collector . ..  950.00 

1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike . 975.00 


The  so-called  1804  “restrike”  is  not  a  restrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid- 19th  century  by  parties 
unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1 803  cent  was  altered 
by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse,  rather  than 
being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1 804,  is  from  the  continuous 
(not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style.  Quite  possibly,  it  was 
produced  to  create  a  “filler”  rather  than  to  deceive. 

1807/6  Large  7.  S-273.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  Bold 

overdate.  Elusive  in  this  grade .  1,350.00 

1809  S-280.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium 
brown.  Only  die  variety  of  the  year .  1,395.00 

The  1 809  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  scarcest  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  style. 


1811  S-287.  VF-35.  Chocolate  brown  surfaces.  The 
fields  are  remarkably  smooth  for  the  grade.  Not  an 
easy  date  to  find  this  nicely  preserved.  1,950.00 

1817  Newcomb- 1 1.13  Stars.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1817  N-16. 15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as  it 
is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual  around 
the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown  surfaces. 
The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would  challenge  the 

MS-60  level .  1,250.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45 . 795.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (NGC) . 625.00 

1819/8  N-l.  Overdate.  AU-50.  Pleasing  light  tan 
obverse  surfaces  with  the  reverse  displaying  mottled 
light  tan  and  deep  brown.  The  first  overdate 
among  Matron  Head  cents . 495.00 

1819  N-10.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Highly 

glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for  the 
variety  specialist .  595.00 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  of  the  year  (cf.  John 
D.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four  times  that 
of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1820  N-4.  R-4+.  VF-20.  Small,  evenly-spaced  date. 

Few  minor  nicks . 195.00 

1821  N-l  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  key  date  in  all  grades; 

especially  elusive  in  states  of  preservation  above 
VF . 1,450.00 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 
minor  marks .  1,295.00 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


Notable  Mint  State  1822  N-ll  Cent 
Condition  Census  nominee 


1822  N-ll.  R-3.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Light  chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  John  Noyes  gives  the  Condition 
Census  as  ranging  from  MS-60+  to  MS-65+,  and, 
quite  probably,  this  coin  is  within  it  (although 
certain  members  of  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club  will  be  quick  to  say  that,  in  general,  NGC  and 
PCGS  grades  can  be  different  from  “EAC  grades.” 
A  very  attractive,  quite  memorable  quality  speci¬ 
men  that  is  guaranteed  to  please .  2,995.00 

1823/2  Overdate.  N-l.  VG-10.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  its  era.  149.00 

1825  N-6.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Gorgeous  lustrous 

brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality .  1,260.00 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  as  a  class,  cents  of  the  1821- 
1 829  years  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in  grades  of  AU  and  finer. 

1826  N-5.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Obverse  rim  break 

over  star  6.  A  sharp,  lustrous  specimen.  Quite 
possibly  Condition  Census .  1,575.00 

John  Noyes  gives  the  Condition  Census  as  MS-63  ranging 
upward  to  MS-65. 

1 827  N- 1 .  VF-35.  Scarce  (R-2+)  variety.  Glossy  brown 

surfaces . 349.00 

1827  N-4.  AU-55.  R-2+.  Glossy  light  brown.  795.00 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation,  an 
interesting  feature. 


1 827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light  tan 
surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,450.00 

N-ll  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity  at 
this  level. 

1827  N-ll.  VF-30 . 225.00 

1828  N-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  Excellent  detail.  One  of  the  scarcer  “middle 
dates”  in  this  grade . 795.00 

1828  N-6.  Large  Date.  MS-60 . 795-00 

Walter  Breen  calls  this  the  “Blundered  Large  Date,”  noting 
that  “part  of  8  shows  between  82.” 

1830  N-4.  VF-30 . 119.00 

1831  N-2.  Small  Letters.  EF-45  or  finer,  challenging 

the  AU  level.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Extremely 
attractive . 375.00 

1831  N-7.  Clipped  planchet.  G-6 . 39.00 

Quite  interesting,  although  not  necessarily  rare,  mint  error; 
a  lune-shaped  segment  is  missing  from  the  border;  this  occurred 


prior  to  striking. 

1 833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive,  lustrous  specimen . 795.00 

The  fanciful  description  of“Horned  8”  is  from  a  repunching 
visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1834  N-4.  EF-40 .  135.00 

1835  N-ll.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  R-5.  Seldom 

found  in  any  grade.  G-5 . 295.00 

1836  N-4.  R-3.  EF-40 .  165.00 

1837  N-7.  EF-45 .  135.00 

1838  N-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  with  25%  or  more  of  the  surfaces  showing 
original  mint  red;  other  areas  naturally  faded  to 
brown . 895.00 

Beautiful  1839/6  Overdate  Cent 
Rarely  seen  finer 


1839/6  Overdate.  N-l.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Very  beau¬ 
tiful  light  brown,  reverse  with  claims  to  VF-30. 
One  of  the  most  pleasing  we  have  seen  at  this  grade 
level  (and  this  variety  is  seldom  seen  finer  in  any 
event).  The  classic  rarity  of  its  era . 2,650.00 

The  obverse,  without  beaded  hair  cords,  is  of  the  pre-1838 
style  (as  would  be  expected  for  an  unused  1836-dated  die 
overpunched  with  a  9  to  make  this  issue). 


1839  Booby  Head.  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  with  deep  maroon.  1,850.00 

1839  Booby  Head.  N-7.  MS-63.  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  ...  2,150.00 

The  cents  of  1839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  several 
different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example  ( 1 839/ 
6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years  earlier. 
Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a  collection” 
would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of  this  year. 

1840  N-2.  F- 1 5.  Small  18  over  large  18.  Light 

brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  curious  die 
blunder . 59.00 

1841  N-3.  MS-62.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Sharply 

struck.  Most  of  the  design  features  show  bold 
definition,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
obverse  stars.  The  obverse  shows  a  small  rim  scrape 
at  the  2:00  position.  High  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety,  which  is  listed  in  Copper 
Quotes  as  “MS(10+),  Best  is  62.”  Check  it  out  on 
approval,  and  you’ll  like  it;  satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed!  . 810  f 


1842  Small  Date.  N-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 


tive  lustrous  surfaces . 795.00 

1843  N-4.  Obverse  1842,  Reverse  of  1844.  AU-55. 
Attractive  chocolate  brown  toning . 495.00 

1843  N-8.  Type  of  1842.  VF-35 .  120.00 

1844  N-5.  EF-40 .  195.00 

1845  N-6.  R-2.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) .  295.00 

1846  N-4.  Small  Date.  EF-45 .  140.00 

Notable  repunching  at  date,  described  as  “very  heavy”  by 
J.R.  Grellman  andjules  Reiver  in  their  master  work,  Attribution 
Guide  for  U.S.  Large  Cents  1840-1857. 

1846  N-8.  AU-55 .  195.00 

1 846  N-ll.  Medium  Date  variety.  AU-50.  Rarity- 
1 . 165.00 

1846  N-l 4.  Tall  Date.  VF-20 .  35.00 

1847  N-10.  VF-35 .  109.00 

1847  N-13.  EF-45 .  245.00 

1847  N-28.  VF-30 .  85.00 

1848  N-l.  EF-45 .  160.00 

1848  N-l  a.  VG-10 . 35.00 

1848  N-2.  EF-40 .  95.00 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 .  90.00 

1848  N-8.  R-3.  VF-25 .  69.00 

1848  N-8.  F-12 . 19.00 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 .  95.00 

1848  N-12.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1848  N-13.  R-4+.  VF-25 .  55.00 

1848  N-17.  VF-25 .  49.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  AU-55  (PCGS) .  265.00 

1848  N-22. EF-45 .  165.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  EF-45 . 210.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  VF-35 . 1 19.00 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 .  165.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 115.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 .  90.00 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 .  175.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 .  95.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 .  45.00 

1848  N-28.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1848  N-28.  EF-40 .  95.00 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 .  65.00 

1848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-35 . 110.00 

1848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-30 .  79.00 

1848  N-30.  R-6-.  G-6 . 115.00 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 .  170.00 

1848  N-34.  R-5+.  F-12 . 95.00 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 115.00 

1848  N-37.  R-5.  VF-35 .  295.00 

1848  N-38.  R-4.  VF-25 .  85.00 

1848  N-39.  R-6-.  VF-20 .  250.00 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 .  295.00 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1848  N-42.  R-6.  G-5 . 75.00 

1848  N-44.  R-6+.  VG-8 .  225.00 

1849  N-l 4.  VF-20 . 35.00 


1849  N-21.  MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  Rarity-4+.  Sharply 
struck  with  frosty  surfaces.  Olive-brown  color. 
Only  four  examples  are  known  grading  MS-60 
or  finer,  according  to  a  recent  edition  of  Copper 


Quotes.  (Jack  Robinson) . 1,035.00 

1 849  N-23.  R-3.  AU-55 . 495.00 

1840  N-29.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1850  N-16.  R-2.  AU-55 .  185.00 
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Coin  Quiz 

Strange  But  True! 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  little-known  (for  the  most  part) 
aspects  10  different  United  States  coins.  How  many  can  you 
identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get 
eight  or  more  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class.  Answers 
are  given  at  the  end.  One  question  has  two  correct  answers; 
can  you  find  it? 

1 .  The  mint  /ire-struck  certain  of  these  coins,  producing 
many  of  them  the  year  before  they  were  dated: 

a.  1976  Bicentennial  quar¬ 
ter  dollar. 

b.  1853  With  Arrows  half 
dollar. 

c.  1866-S  No  Motto  $20. 

d.  1916  Standing  Liberty 
quarter  dollar. 

2.  This  coin  is  believed  to 
have  been  struck  at  least  three 
or  four  years  after  the  date  ap¬ 
pearing  on  it. 

a.  1926  Oregon  Trail  half 
dollar. 

b.  1971  Eisenhower  dollar. 

c.  1795  Heraldic  Eagle  $5  gold. 

d.  1878-CC  Morgan  dollar. 

3.  Here  we  have  the  strange  situation  of  a  coin  struck 
with  Proof  finish,  but  placed  into  circulation  by  the  govern¬ 
ment: 

a.  1928  Sandblast  Proof  Hawaiian  50<L 

b.  1914  Barber  half  dollar. 

c.  1867  With  Rays  Shield  nickel. 

d.  1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar. 

4.  So  far  as  is  known,  the  first  of  these  coins  was  struck 
about  30  years  after  the  date  appearing  on  them: 

a.  1 804  silver  dollar. 

b.  1 853  Proof  Liberty  Seated  dollar. 

c.  1879  $4  Flowing  Hair  gold  Stella. 

d.  1787  Vermont  Bust  Left  copper. 

5.  This  coin  is  very  common  in  circulated  grades,  but  in 
MS-65  it  is  considered  to  be  a  key  issue  in  its  series. 


a.  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel. 

b.  1936-D  Washington  quarter. 

c.  1907  Indian  cent. 

d.  1885-CC  Morgan  dollar. 

6.  Although  this  coin  was  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  it  bears  no  “S”  mintmark: 

a.  1873  Liberty  Seated  dollar. 

b.  1870  quarter  dollar. 

c.  1925  Vancouver  half  dollar. 

d.  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20  gold. 

7 .  Much  of  the  die  work  for  this  coin  was 
done  privately  by  the  Medallic  Art  Company  in 
New  York  City: 

a.  1950  Proof  Roosevelt  dime. 

b.  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  gold  dollar. 

c.  1932  Washington  quarter  dollar. 

d.  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20. 

8.  This  portrait  appeared  on  the  obverse  of  certain  1786 
(mainly)  and  1787  Vermont  coppers. 

a.  Athena. 

b.  Winged  Victory. 

c.  Helios. 

d.  King  George  II. 

9.  Certain  of  these  were  struck 
at  the  Denver  Mint  but  bear  no  “D” 
mintmark: 

a.  1966  Lincoln  cent. 

b.  1984  Olympic  commemora¬ 
tive  $10. 

c.  1906  $5  gold. 

d.  1923  Monroe  half  dollar. 

10.  At  the  time  they  were 
minted,  these  were  not  legal  tender 
in  the  United  States: 

a.  1913-S  $20  gold. 

b.  1878-S  trade  dollar. 

c.  1883  Liberty  5<£  without  CENTS. 

d.  1859  Proof  Indian  cent. 
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Order  Today, 

Enjoy  Your  Coins  Tomorrow ! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper  about 

our  overnight  Federal  Express 
service.  Just  $10  on  orders  un¬ 
der  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street 
addresses  anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order 
TODAY  by  2  p.m.  Eastern  time, 
and  you’ll  enjoy  them  tomorrow! 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 
ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and  the 
lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for  the  date,  type  or 


variety  collector . 975.00 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES  and 
F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1851  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295.00 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49.00 

1852  N-7.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 265.00 


In  our  opinion,  there  are  some  really  great  buys  to  be  made 
today  among  large  cents  in  Mint  State  levels  from  MS-60 
through  MS-63.  The  formation  of  a  date  and  major  variety  set 
(using,  for  example.  Guide  Book  listings)  of  Braided  Hair  cents 


1839-1857  is  a  fascinating  challenge. 

1853  N-16.  VF-20 . 32.00 

1853  N-25.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1854  N-6.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 195.00 


1855  Upright  5s.  N-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Rarity- 
2+.  Medium  brown  toning  with  olive  highlights. 

One  of  just  five  Uncirculated  specimens  known, 

according  to  a  recent  edition  of  Copper  Quotes.  A 


prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 695.00 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1855  N-4.  MS-65  BN.  (NGC) . 595.00 


1855  N-9.  Italic  5s.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces .  1,950.00 

As  a  class,  coins  with  italic  or  slanting  5s  are  rarer  than  those 
of  the  upright  5s  style.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  former  are 
the  hallmark  of  J.B.  Longacre’s  work,  but  we  have  seen  no 
evidence  to  support  this.  Italic  5s  were  used  in  certain  other 


denominations  as  well. 

1855  N-12.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  145.00 

1856  N-12.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 55.00 

1856  N-14.  Slanting  5.  MS-62 .  195.00 

1 8 57  N- 1 ,  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) .  Attractive 

light  brown  surfaces.  Rare  date . 795.00 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 650.00 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 225.00 


Small  Cents 


1856  to  Date 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  cents  were  struck  in  pattern  form  in 
1856  (the  1856  being  a  classic  rarity)  and  for  circula¬ 
tion  in  1857  and  1858.  The  standard  reference  book 
on  Flying  Eagle  as  well  as  the  later  Indian  cents  is  by 
Richard  Snow,  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cents ,  available 
from  our  Publications  Department. 


Glittering  Proof  1856  F.E.  Cent 
“Best  of  Show” 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-63. 70.59  grains.  Brilliant 
mirror  surfaces,  more  Proof  character  than  seen  on 
90%  of  this  classic  issue.  This  will  be  a  centerpiece 
in  any  advanced  cabinet.  The  nicest  specimen 
Dave  Bowers  was  able  to  locate  on  a  recent  buying 
trip  which  included  a  major  coin  show.9,950.00 
Pollock  217,  Judd  183.  Composition  believed  to  be  25% 
nickel  and  75%  copper.  Breen’s  Reverse  C,  with  open  E  in  ONE 
and  with  incuse  veins  in  cotton  leaves. 

Nice  Proof-35  1856  F.E.  Cent 
Classic  rarity 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-35  (PCGS).  Light,  even 

wear.  A  nice  specimen  at  this  grade  level.  One  of 
America’s  most  famous  rarities . 5,900.00 

1857  MS-64.  Subdued  golden  lustre.  Well-struck  for 
the  design  type.  A  nice  addition  to  an  advanced 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cent  collection.  850.00 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS) .  595.00 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  cents  were  minted  from  1859  through  1909, 
and  were  struck  in  several  different  design  types.  The 
1859  issue,  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to  its 
year;  then  follows  the  1860-1864  copper-nickel  style 
with  oak  wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after  which 
thin  planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from  1864 
through  1909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  varieties 
include  1 864  with  L  on  ribbon,  1 87 1 , 1 872, 1 877  and 
1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recommend 
that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as  there  is  apt 
to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even  among  coins  in 
the  same  grades. 

We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces  to  add  to  our 
holdings.  Most  coins  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 


Gem  1859  Cent 


1859  MS-65  (NGC).  A  deeply  struck,  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  gem.  The  nicest  specimen  we’ve  seen  in 
recent  times.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  collec¬ 
tor . 2,850  P 


Only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  one  of  the  few  "one 
year  of  type”  issues  in  the  American  series. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 795  00 


1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof  that 
will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer.  Very 
rare  so  fine! .  1,995.00 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-64  (NGC) . 275.00 

1862  MS-63.  Reverse  weakness . 149.00 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 675.00 

1863  MS-64.  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

and  very  frosty.  A  superb  specimen .  1,095.00 

Most  high-grade  1 864  copper-nickel  cents  are  lightly  struck, 
especially  on  the  headdress  feathers;  this  coin  is  a  notable 
exception. 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning . 275.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant.785.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 785.00 

In  1863,  when  the  Mint  was  producing  Indian  cents  in  the 
copper-nickel  format,  a  flood  of  privately  issued  bronze  Civil 
War  tokens  appeared  in  circulation  and  were  readily  accepted  by 
merchants.  The  Mint  took  note,  and  in  1864  dropped  the 
copper-nickel  metal  (which  was  hard  and  caused  die  wear  and 
breakage)  and  adopted  bronze,  an  alloy  that  was  continued  in  use 
for  the  rest  of  the  Indian  Head  series. 


1864  bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red. 
Very  lustrous.  Beautiful! . 440.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 315.00 

1864  bronze.  Date  slightly  double  punched.  AU-50, 
glossy . 129.00 

1864  L  On  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Although 
this  is  called  “red  and  brown,”  it  is  nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  In  fact,  it  has  more  red  than 
certain  pieces  we  have  seen  marked  as  fully  red.  In 
addition,  this  specimen  is  well  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  If  you  are  seeking  a  superb  example  of 
this  key  date  your  search  ends  here .  1,495.00 

The  L  is  the  initial  of  James  Barton  Longacrc  and  is  found 
on  relatively  few  cents  of  1864  (but  on  all  Indian  cents  of  the 
years  1865  to  1909). 

1864  L  On  Ribbon.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  classic,  rare  variety. 
Seldom  seen  this  nice .  1,680.00 

1864  L  On  Ribbon.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  fill 

blazing  mint  red!  In  fact,  this  coin  is  nicer  than 
quite  a  few  “MS-65  RD”  coins  you’ll  encounter 
elsewhere.  A  gem! . 985.00 

1865  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  attractive.349.00 

1865  MS-64  RB . 129.00 

1865  Snow-3.  MS-64  RB.  “Fancy  5”  in  date. 

Repunched  8 . 275.00 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  specimen; 

quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 995. 00 

1866  EF-40.  Snow-6 . 129.00 
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Build  a  Truly 

Meaningful 

Collection 

in  the  most  convenient  and  enjoy¬ 
able  way — through  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Collection  Portfolio 
Program!  Whether  you  aspire  to 
build  a  type  set  of  United  States 
coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver 
or  gold;  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan 
dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking 
Liberty  half  dollars;  a  classic  set  of 
commemorative  coins,  or  any  other 
specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the  easiest 
and  most  economical  way  to  do  it. 
Programs  are  available  from  $  1 00 
per  month  upward,  and  can  be 
charged  to  your  credit  card. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
is  the  ideal  way  for  you  to  explore 
the  fun  and  excitement  of  coin 
collecting,  through  a  convenient 
personalized  monthly  program. 


Let  us  design  a 

PROGRAM  TAILOR- 

MADE  FOR  YOU: 

G  You  decide  the  specific  grade 
range(s)  you  want. 

G  You  decide  the  amount  you 
wish  to  spend  each  month. 

G  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the 
finest  coins  that  come  through 
our  doors. 


G  You  will  receive  a  special 
members-only  discount. 

G  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected 
by  your  personal  account  repre-  • 
sentative ,  Gail  Watson  or  Beth 
Piper  (working  closely  with 
Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena), 
who  will  get  to  know  you  and 
your  individual  collecting 
preferences. 

G  Your  satisfaction  is  completely 
guaranteed!  You  may  return 
any  purchase  within  30  days 
for  an  instant  refund,  no 
questions  asked.  And,  you  may 
cancel  your  membership  at 
any  time. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


J  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

I  would  like  to  collect: _ Monthly  Amount:  _ 

1  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 
Card  Number: _ Exp.  Date: _ 


Qj  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 


Let  The 
Fun  Begin! 


Send  us  the  coupon,  or  call  Gail 
or  Beth  toll-free  today  and  you 
will  be  on  your  way  to  building 
a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collec¬ 
tion.  We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you! 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 850.00 

A  splendid  specimen,  predominandy  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quite 

scarce  so  fine,  with  a  nice  blend  of  original  mint 
red  and  natural  brown  toning . 1,150.00 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mosdy  red  surfaces  have  hints 

of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A  splendid 
gem  example  of  this  scarce  date .  1 , 1 95.00 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red.  A  lustrous 
gem! . 695.00 

1870  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 675.00 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 

some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Beauti¬ 
ful!  . 795.00 

1871  AU-50.  Glossy  brown  and  richly  lustrous.  410.00 

1871  VP-25 . 299.00 

1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original  rich, 

lustrous  red.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest 
and  most  desired  dates  in  the  series.  A  coin  for  the 
connoisseur .  1,695.00 


Brilliant  Gem  1872  Cent 
Key  Date 


1872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful . 2,495.00 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  specialists  that  in  higher 
Mint  State  levels  the  1872  outranks  the  more  famous  1 877  in 
rarity.  Certainly,  coins  at  the  level  offered  here  are  few  and  far 
between. 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Superb  with  mint  brilliance 
fading  to  attractive  light  brown .  1,295.00 

1872  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Gorgeous!  Mostly  mint 
red .  1,295.00 

1872  MS-63  BN . 785.00 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces . 695.00 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous. 

Rare  so  fine!  .  1,280.00 

Closed  3  coins  of  various  denominations  were  made  early  in 
the  year.  At  quick  glance  the  3  resembles  an  8;  thus,  1 873  seems 
to  be  1878.  This  was  corrected,  and  dies  made  later  have  the 
knobs  on  the  3  farther  apart  (Open  3). 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 .  145.00 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB,  nearly  full  blazing  mint  red. 
A  superb  gem  specimen! . 875.00 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  Bn  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1874  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  with  some 

tinges  of  red.  Sharply  struck.  A  very  attractive 
Indian  cent . 495.00 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 425.00 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 265.00 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red . 359.00 

1875  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 299.00 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 695.00 

1876  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem.  ..  950.00 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Rare  Proof  1877  Cent 
The  Ultimate  Date 


1877  Proof-62  RB  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  light 
toning;  surface  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal  char¬ 
acteristic  of  a  higher  grade  coin.  A  very  desirable 
specimen  of  the  ultimate  date  in  the  Indian  Cent 
series . 2,575.00 


Gem  Mint  State  1877  Cent 
A  Gorgeous  Gem 


1877  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces.  A  major  scarcity  in  all  grades,  a  notable 


rarity  in  Mint  State! .  5,450.00 

1877  VF-20.  Medium  brown . 895.00 

1878  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Superb,  a  glittering 
gem,  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue. ..  1,390.00 

1878  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem!  .  635.00 

1879  MS-65  BN . 295.00 

1 879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  mint 

red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 295.00 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1879  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1879  MS-64  RB . 195.00 

1879  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1880  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC) .  595.00 

1881  MS-65  RB . 325.00 

1881  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 325.00 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325.00 

1883  Proof-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 325.00 

1 884  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering,  splendid 

coin .  595.00 

1884  MS-63  RB . 125.00 

1885  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red.  An  attractive 

example  of  this  key  date . 360.00 


1885  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  mixture  of  red  and 
brown,  with  more  red  on  the  obverse  than  on  the 


reverse .  525.00 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 425.00 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the  reverse 
actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1 885  is  considered  to  be 
the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  date  between  1879  and  the  last 
year  of  the  design,  1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surlaces.  ..425.00 

1885  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  red;  finer  than 

many  offered  as  MS-65 . 695.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant,  frosty.  ...695.00 

On  the  Type  I  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  I  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  I. 


with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on  the 

reverse . 695.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  attractive  iridescent  rose . 295.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 165.00 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine!  1,150.00 

On  the  Type  II  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Mostly 
brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce.  .  475.00 


1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219.00 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 475.00 

1893  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Elusive  in  this  high 
grade .  1,295.00 

1893  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Excellent . 595.00 

1894  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 395.00 

1897  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 195.00 

1897  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  brilliant  gem 

that  will  compete  with  any  MS-65  1897  we  have 
ever  seen! . 275.00 

1901  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Some  light  toning  on  the 

headdress . 135.00 

1902  MS-65  RB . 185.00 

1907  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  bright  gem.  .495.00 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 425.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 425.00 


Original  1909  Indian  Cent  Roll! 

First  Offered  in  Years 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  to  64.  Original rollof  50  Mint 
State  Indian  cents,  average  MS-63  to  64,  bril¬ 
liant.  Put  away  years  ago  and,  so  far  as  we  know, 
kept  intact  since  that  time.  The  first  such  original 
roll  we  have  had  in  a  long  while.  A  very  “special” 

item . 2,950.00 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of 
the  lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  series.  .  1,395.00 

Just  309,000  were  struck,  a  figure  considerably  below  any 
other. 

Lincoln  Cents 

General  information:  Lincoln  cents  are  among  the 
most  popular  United  States  series.  Among  key  issues 
are  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B.,  the  191 4-D,  and  the 
1955  Doubled  Die,  although  numerous  others  are 
elusive  in  higher  grades.  Matte  Proofs  were  struck 
from  1 909- 1916  and  have  a  sandblast  or  etched  finish 
and  are  usually  darkly  toned  (due  to  storage  in  upper 
wrappers  as  provided  by  the  Mint),  while  Proofs  from 
1936  onward  are  mostly  of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror” 
finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln  cents, 
as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  the  vendors.  As 
is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  we  often  have  to  look  at 
many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a  few. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 


Lincoln  cent . 1 59.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD . 45.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD . 25.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-63 . 14.00 


ir,2  S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin, 
brilliant  and  frosty,  a  glittering  gem! ...  2,350.00 
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COLONIAL  A  Nil  CUPPER  COINS 


1000-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (NGC) .  1,595.00 

lOOO-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent .  1,595.00 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  ^PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding  combination 
ot  high  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal 

with  low  (in  this  context)  price .  1,295.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example  of 

this  key  rarity . 995.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red 
surfaces  just  beginning  to  fade  to  natural  light 

brown.  A  beauty . 995.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-60  RD.  Small  obverse  spot.  750.00 
1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  brown. .  650.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40.  Light  brown . 625.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35.  Light  brown . 595.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-8.  Light  brown . 475.00 

1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  superb 
specimen  with  nicely  blended  red  and  brown 
surfaces.  Quality! . 675.00 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD . 79.00 

1909- S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 285.00 

1910  MS-65  RD . 79.00 

1910-  S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1910- S  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  295.00 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1910-S  MS-65  RB . 145.00 

1910-S  MS-63  RB . 79.00 

191 1  -D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this  high 

grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are  readily 
available).  A  prize . 750.00 

1 9 1 1  -S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) .  Very  hard  to  find  in  MS- 
65  RD  grade  anz/with  excellent  aesthetic  appeal. 

Sharply  struck  and  truly  beautiful . 795.00 

1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that  is 
readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is  very 
rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  advanced 

numismatist .  1,095.00 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty!  We  saw  it  and  wrote  a 
check  immediately . 340.00 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1913  Cent 


1913  Matte  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Matte 
ProofLincoln  cent  of  superb  overall  appeal.  Sharply 
struck  at  every  portion  of  the  design.  Iridescent 
pale  rose  and  olive  highlights  add  to  the  overall 
beauty.  One  glance  will  show  that  this  is  one  of  the 

finest  known  examples  of  the  date . 3,450.00 

1913  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Glittering  red 
matte  surfaces  display  iridescent  violet  and  blue 
highlights.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of2, 848,  a  small 
figure  when  compared  to  today’s  Proof  mintages 


which  reach  into  the  millions . 595.00 

1915  MS-65  RD .  225.00 

1913  MS-64  RD . 79.00 


1914  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 

One  of  the  finest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen!  Amazing 
surface  color,  excellent  sharpness. 

Note:  A  complete  set  of  Matte  ProofLincoln  cents  includes 
these:  1909  V.D.B.,  1909,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913,  1914, 
1915,  and  1916.  Rarest  is  the  1909  V.D.B,  and  second  rarest  is 


the  1916. 

1914  MS-64  RD . 79.00 

1914-D  EF-40.  A  key  rarity  in  the  series.  Sharp  and 

attractive . 425.00 

1914-S  MS-65  RB,  mostly  red . 950.00 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 


Blazing  Gem  191 5-D  Cent 


1915-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  original  red 
gem.  The  finest  we  have  ever  seen . 2,900.00 

In  Mint  State,  never  mind  MS-66  but  at  any  Mint  State 
level,  1915-D  is  quite  undervalued. 

1916  MS-65  RD . 99.00 


1916-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin  for  the  advanced 

specialist! .  1,495.00 

A  highly  important  “condition  rarity,”  that  is,  a  coin  that  is 
plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint  State  echelon 
is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 

1917  MS-65  RB . 45.00 

1917  MS-64  RD . 39.00 


1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy”  lustre. 
Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just  beginning  to 
appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of 
this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  decidedly 


elusive  at  this  level . 795.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1918  MS-63  RB . 29.00 


1918-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original 
red.  Outstanding.  Sharply  struck  and  very  beau¬ 


tiful .  1,350.00 

1919  MS-65  RD . 75.00 

1920  MS-64  RD . 35.00 


Superb  Gem  1920-D  Cent 


1920-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest 
known  specimens,  fully  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 


well  struck . 3,995.00 

1920- D  MS-60 . 59.00 

1921  MS-65  RD . 135.00 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89.00 

1921- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 

than  generally  encountered . 795.00 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of  the 
key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 235.00 


Popular  “1922  Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise 
quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than 
usually  seen .  2,650.00 

The  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1 922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there  were 
no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year,  the  D-less 
1 922-D,  the  “1922  Plain,”  has  filled  a  special  need  with  numis¬ 
matists  over  the  years. 


Sharp  1922  “Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Glossy 
brown  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  with 


very  little  actual  wear . 2,650.00 

1923  MS-65  RB . 65.00 

1923  MS-64  RD . 59.00 

1923  MS-64  RB . 35.00 

1923  MS-63  RB . 25.00 

1924  MS-65  RB . 65.00 

1924  MS-64  RD . 155.00 


1924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is  nearly 
fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen. 
Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  unusual  situation 
for  a  1924-D.  A  major  find  for  the  advanced 
specialist . 695.00 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue  values 
indicate. 

1924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 
Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State  such 


as  this .  395.00 

1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295.00 

1925  MS-64  RD . 39.00 

1926  MS-64  RD . 25.00 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75.00 

1927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  An  item 
for  the  advanced  specialist . 875.00 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly,  in  fact  nearly 
completely,  brilliant.  Quality! . 285.00 

1928  MS-65  RD . 65.00 

1929  MS-65  RD . 75.00 

1929  MS-64  RD . 35.00 

1929  MS-63  RD . 19.00 

1929-D  MS-64  RD . 65.00 

1930  MS-65  RD . 25.00 

1930  MS-64  RB . 12.00 

1930  MS-63  RD . 9.00 

1930  MS-63  RB . 0.00 
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COPPER,  NICKEL,  AND  SILVER  COINS 


some  varieties,  although  the  price  may  not  necessarily 


1930- S  MS-64  RD . 29.00 

1931  MS-63  RD . 85.00 

1931  MS-64  RD . 39.00 

1931- D  MS-65  RD . 350.00 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of  this 

popular  low-mintage  date . 279.00 

1931- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Key  low-mintage  date. 

Splendid  blazing  original  mint  red! . 279.00 

1932  MS-65  RD . 59.00 

1932  MS-64  RD . 29.00 

1932- D  MS-65  RD . 55.00 

1933- D  MS-65  RD . 39.00 

1934- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Splendid  gem ..  79.00 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 35.00 

1939-S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 49.00 

1942  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 35.00 

1950  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  First  issue  of  the  new 

Proof  series . 45.00 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-60.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Very  pleasing.  The  most  famous  Ameri¬ 
can  coin  rarity  of  its  era . 795.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB . 190.00 


Two- Cent  Pieces 


1864-1873 


Two-cent  pieces,  minted  from  1864-1873  inclu¬ 
sive,  comprise  a  short  set  with  just  two  rarities,  the 
1864  Small  Motto  and  the  1873.  Several  die  varieties 
exist  within  the  date  range.  The  connoisseur  will  pick 
and  choose  carefully,  as  quality  varies  among  vendors. 
Pieces  with  attractive  surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for 


Answering  Your  Call .  .  . 


when  you  telephone  Bowers 
and  Merena  at  1-800-222- 
5993  is  our  receptionist 
Carolyn  Craigue. 


be  expensive. 

1 864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces . 750.00 

1868  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  glittering 

gem.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  the 
Proof-64  and  Proof-65  range.  Ideal  for  a  type 

set .  1,280.00 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  and  desirable  if 

choice,  as  this  one  is . 995.00 

1871  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous . 325.00 

Technical  variety  (per  Kevin  Flynn)  KF-4-TDO. 

Gem  1872  2<t  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  specimen 
of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the  series.  A 
find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495.00 

Nickel  3<P  Pieces 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  minted  from  1865  to 
1889,  beginning  at  a  time  when  silver  coins  had  been 
hoarded  and  withdrawn  from  circulation.  Proofs  exist 
of  all  dates  and  are  scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues 
from  1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting.  There 
are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibility,  although 
the  1877, 1878,  and  two  issues  of  1887  are  considered 
to  be  particularly  elusive. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 
tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 875.00 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  .  875.00 
1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 
gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295.00 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 215.00 

1876  AU-55 . 99.00 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen  of  this 

issue . 995.00 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  coin  of  hand¬ 
picked  quality . 795.00 

The  1 878  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  series,  and  was  made 
only  in  Proof  format  (without  accompanying  business  strikes). 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  Champagne  toning  over 
mirror  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  low 


mintage  data .  1,095.00 

1884  MS-62.  Very  attractive.  Rare  so  fine! ..  625.00 
1887  Proof-64  (NGC).  Superb  quality . 625.00 


This  is  the  rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  its  era, 
although  very  few  people  realize  it.  In  1 887  the  Proof  mintage  of 
this  denomination  amounted  to  2,960  pieces.  However,  of  this 
figure,  probably  about  2,000  were  of  the  1887/6  overdate 
variety,  leaving  1,000  or  fewer  of  the  regular  1887  coins. 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare  in  business  strike  form;  in  fact. r 


than  Proof  (and  Proof  is  rare) .  695. 00 

1889  MS-63.  Frosty . 450.00 


Silver  3<£  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  were  struck  from  1851-1 873 
inclusive,  and  were  made  in  three  different  design  types 
(1851-1853, 1854-1858,  and  1859-1873).  Specimens 
can  be  collected  in  various  grades  for  the  years  from 
1851-1862.  After  1862,  most  known  examples  are 
Proofs  minted  for  collectors;  business  strikes  are  very 
rare.  There  is  only  one  branch  mint  issue  in  this  series, 
the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 

Outstanding  Gem  1854  <t 
Sharply  Struck! 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type  II 
design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck, 
and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize  item  for 
the  connoisseur! . 5,475.00 

Lustrous  Gem  1855  3<t  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  The 

lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858  Type  II 
design . 3,650.00 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  most 

important  of  all,  quite  well  struck  (this  date  is 
typically  is  weakly  struck).  A  very  beautiful,  very 
important  coin.  Scarce  date . 2,150.00 

1857  AU-50.  Light  gray  toning.  Some  mint  lustre  still 

remains.  Scarce  date . 250.00 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning .  1,275.00 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck  for 
the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  reverse  (not 
unusual  for  this  date) .  1,275.00 

1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive. ..  325.00 

1862  MS-63.  Richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal- 

blue  and  violet . 350.00 

1 867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  a 
really  rare  date! . 995.00 

1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 

deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstanding 
specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 1,150.00 

1873  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  Proof-only  issue,  oneot 

just  600  specimens  coined  in  the  final  year  of 
the  silver  three-cent  series.  Reflective  fields  and 
lightly  frosty  design  elements  toned  in  attrac- 
:  ive  shades  of  iridescent  rose  and  gold.  A  pleasure 
to  behold! .  1,200.00 
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NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


Nickel  5<f  Pieces 


1866  to  Date 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  were  produced  from  1 866  through 
1883  inclusive.  All  specimens  of  1866  and  a  few  of 
1 867  were  struck  with  rays  on  the  reverse.  Later  issues 
have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the  Mint 
when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies  wore 
quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint  State 
specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt  to  show 
a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and  other  evi¬ 
dences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite  fascinating. 
Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  although  the  1866  is 
scarce  and  the  1867  With  Rays  is  a  major  rarity. 

Gem  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 


1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue.  Sharply 
struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date),  frosty,  and 
lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur;  not  one  in  10  coins  is  of  this  aesthetic 

appeal .  2,630.00 

If  you  are  building  a  collection  of  American  coins  by  design 
types,  we  note  that  with  sharply  struck  features  the  1 866  With 
Rays  nickel  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  coins  of  its  era. 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1868  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  lightly  toned  sur¬ 
faces .  325.00 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 325.00 

1869/9  EF-40 . 59.00 

1869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 

magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiply 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  special¬ 
ist!  . 995.00 

1870  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  An 

especially  sharp  strike . 295.00 

1871  VF-35.  Rare  date . 99.00 

1876  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  325.00 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces.  Bril¬ 
liant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five-cent 
series .  875.00 

1883/2  Overdate.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Silver 
gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning  and 
frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 825.00 

Brrcn-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  second  8 
and  3  in  date  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

1885  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  mirror  Proof 


surfaces.  Brilliant.  Outstanding  quality!  .  895.00 
1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant,  beautiful. ..  425.00 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  Head  nickels  were  struck  for  circulation 
from  1883-1912,  and  in  a  special  limited  edition  for 
collectors  (just  five  pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous  coins 
in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint  design 
error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would  become 
very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in  quantity. 
Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available  Liberty  nickels 
as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885, 1886, 1912-S,  although 
a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in  higher  grades. 
In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

The  Liberty  Head  nickel  series  has  been  rather  quiet 
in  recent  years,  thus  affording  you  the  opportunity  to 
put  together  a  beautiful  set  for  a  very  low  price. 
(Remember,  it  wasn’t  that  long  ago  that  we  advised 
readers  over  and  over  again  that  Indian  cents  of  this 
same  era  were  “quiet.”  Now,  in  1995,  prices  of  Indian 
cents  are  up  sharply,  and  the  series  is  hot.) 

1 883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-64.  First  type  of  the 

year . 475.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-63.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  frosty  devices  and  nicely  reflective 

fields . 315.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  495.00 

The  1883  Liberty  nickel  without  CENTS  is  one  of  the  most 
famous  of  all  coins  of  this  denomination.  In  the  1880s  much 
print  was  devoted  to  the  rarity  of  the  issue,  with  the  result  that 
many  were  saved;  today  it  is  the  most  plentiful  of  all  Liberty  Head 
nickels  in  Mint  State!  As  the  word  CENTS  appears  nowhere  on 
the  coin,  some  citizens  gold-plated  them  and  passed  them  off  as 
“$5  gold  pieces”  (which  were  of  similar  diameter). 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  495.00 
1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS).  .45.00 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful . 325.00 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive.  ..259.00 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 275.00 

1 884  MS-63.  Variety  with  1  and  8  in  date  repunched. 

Lustrous  golden  surfaces . 215.00 


1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  blue 
toning.  A  frosty  specimen  of  an  issue  which  in  this 

grade  is  exceedingly  rare . 2,295.00 

On  the  average,  a  year  or  more  elapses  between  our  having 
an  MS-65  1 885  nickel  in  stock;  in  high-grade  business  strike 
grades  the  1 885  is  much  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1 887  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 259. 00 


1890  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1 890  MS-64.  Lustrous . 245.00 

1890  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 175.00 


1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335.00 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning . 145.00 

1894  MS-62  (PCI).  Frosty  and  attractive.  ...225.00 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  625.00 
1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  625.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive.  ...625.00 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595.00 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem . 625.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1905  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1908  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen . 625.00 

1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .335.00 

1911  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1912- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of 

this  rare  variety .  1,995.00 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has 
the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the 
regular  1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of 
issue,  the  variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  sold  for  a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by 
mintmark  variety  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1930s, 
when  the  Raymond  “National”  album  pages  achieved  wide 
distribution.  By  that  time,  most  191 2-S  nickels  had  long  since 
disappeared  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  specimens  can 
be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare.  All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are 
somewhat  lightly  defined  in  hair  details  on  the  high  point  of  the 
obverse,  a  hallmark  enabling  the  experienced  eye  to  identify  a 
1912-S  nickel  without  even  seeing  the  mintmark  on  the 
reverse!  apparently,  all  pieces  were  struck  from  a  single  obverse 
die;  we  have  never  seen  any  with  other  die  characteristics. 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Buffalo  nickels  are  very  popular,  and  we  endeavor  to 
maintain  a  nice  inventory  of  them,  as  acquisition  oppor¬ 
tunities  present  themselves.  More  so  than  for  any  other 
design  of  this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking  and 
choosing  is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

The  present  offering  combines  a  number  of  the 
more  available,  inexpensive  issues  in  high  grades, 
together  with  some  rare  mintmarked  varieties  in  Mint 
State.  Once  you  hold  our  coins  in  your  hand  and  study 
them  carefully,  you  will  like  our  quality  and  value  and 
see  why  one  coin  often  sells  another. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1 15.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I  MS-64 . 65.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  265.00 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 265.00 

Superb  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<f 


1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus 
trous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
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prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  issue, 
traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high  grade 
pieces  are  around) . 3,450.00 

1913- S  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  frosty  and 

brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin,  just  acquired.  An  excel¬ 
lent  value,  in  our  opinion,  at . 695.00 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny . 135.00 

1914- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  lustrous.  675.00 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 325.00 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375.00 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375.00 

1915  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1915  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Sharply 

struck . 135.00 

Lustrous  Gem  1915-S  5<f 
Rare  so  Fine! 


1915-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Very  rare  at  this  grade 

level.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,850.00 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  An  outstanding 
coin  of  selected  quality,  a  beauty.  Wait  to  you  see 

it! .  895.00 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 350.00 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

Superb  1916-D  Gem  5<t 
Seldom  Seen  Thus 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  quality  1916-D 
Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever  seen . 2,950.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
display  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  585.00 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS) .  A  choice,  lustrous  specimen 
of  superb  quality . 245.00 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive  sur¬ 
faces . 355.00 

1917- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Evenly  toned  in  iridescent 

gold.  A  well-struck  and  aesthetically  appealing  speci¬ 
men  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue .  550.00 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  with 
a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Another  item  for  the 
connoisseur!  .  1,850.00 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satinlike  surfaces.  A 

beauty!  In  terms  of  quality  this  will  challenge  any 
number  of  MS-64  coins! . 495.00 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 495.00 


1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 295.00 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ...475.00 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 210.00 

1936- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1937  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 

with  brilliant  mirror  fields.  As  you  will  see  when  it 
arrives  in  your  mailbox,  few  Proof-64  or  Proof-65 

coins  are  this  nice!  . 965.00 

Grading  numbers  and  descriptions  are  one  thing  and  seeing 
a  coin  in  person  is  another.  There  is  no  better  way  to  appreciate 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  emphasis  on  quality  than  to  order  any 
item  of  interest,  secure  that  if  you  don’t  agree  it  is  all  we  say,  an 
instant  refund  awaits  you. 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 1 19.00 

1937-D  3  Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 


on  lustrous  surfaces . 765.00 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 345.00 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 69.00 

1937-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 69.00 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...49.00 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 39.00 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Glittering  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Famous  and  very  popular  “overmintmark” 
variety  from  the  final  year  of  coinage  of  the 
series . 265.00 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1942-1945  Wartime  Nickel  Set.  MS-67  (NGC).  An 
nicely  matched,  brilliant,  frosty  set  of  the  1 1 
different  basic  date  and  mintmark  varieties  of 
silver-content  pieces  with  mintmark  above  dome. 


Just  one  in  stock: . 495.00 

1938- D  Jefferson.  MS-63 . 6.00 

1939- D.  MS-63 . 45.00 


1942  Type  I  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 
gem! .  199.00 

With  mintmark  P  over  the  dome  of  Monticello,  the  first 
time  the  Philadelphia  Mint  used  an  identifying  letter. 


1919  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem . 185.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well-struck  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 225.00 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive.  ..219.00 
1923-S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lustrous 

golden  surfaces . 750.00 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185*00 


Gem  1926-S  Rarity 
A  Landmark  Coin! 


1926- S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  light 

iridescent  toning.  A  landmark  Buffalo  nickel  in 
this  high  grade;  seldom  seen  or  offered  at  this 
level . 16,500.00 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495.00 

1928  AU-50 . 19.00 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  beautiful. 575.00 

1928- S  MS-60 . 235.00 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1929-S  MS-64 .  179.00 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  surfaces 

with  delicate  golden  highlights . 179.00 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Blushes  of  delicate  rosy  gold 

toning .  595.00 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595.00 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250.00 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).A  satiny  gem . 250.00 

The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s  in 
this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  golden  toning  at  the  borders.  Scarce  and 
eagerly  sought  this  nicely  preserved .  1,595.00 


NICKEL  F1VE-CENT  PIECES 


Dave’s  Box  Special  No.  1 

Limit:  One  per  buyer. 

You  know  how  I  feel  about  books!  All  things  considered,  I’d  rather 
have  a  nice  book  than  a  steak  dinner  (there  are  exceptions,  of  course). 

Anyway,  I  imagine  among  the  readers  of  this  Rare  Coin  Review  there  are 
some  who  have  been  meaning  to  build  a  nice  library  but  for  some  reason 
haven’t  gotten  around  to  it. 

Here’s  a  deal  you  can’t  beat:  You  can  take  your  choice  of  up  to 
$1,000  LIST  PRICE  of  books  in  this  issue.  Pick  the  titles  you  want.  Give 
Doug  Plasencia,  manager  of  our  Publications  Department,  a  toll-free  call  M  SII \'KR  J.ioTPvRs 
at  1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  your  hand,  tell  him  what  you  want 
and  he  will  charge  you  just  $599  (plus  $20  packing  and  shipping).  |  C'j 

Hint:  If  you  are  a  coin  club  president  or  secretary,  what  a  great  way  to 
build  your  club  library! 
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Reprinted  from  the  Dec.  20,  1994  wwo/Numismatic  News. 

The  life  and  career  of  Q.  David  Bowers  stands  as  an 
unmatched  success  story  in  the  world  of  numismatics. 

While  he  was  still  in  high  school  Bowers  was  running  a 
profitable  coin  business,  and  he  was  the  youngest  dealer  ever 
to  hold  a  bourse  table  at  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  convention — despite  the  fact  that  he  was  not  old  enough 
to  join  the  ANA. 

And  in  the  40  years  since,  Bow¬ 
ers  has  become  probably  the  best- 
known  coin  dealer  in  the  country 
and  a  renowned  author  of  almost  40 
books  on  all  aspects  of  collecting. 

His  company,  Bowers  &  Mer- 
ena  Galleries,  has  sold  some  of  the 
world’s  rarest  coins,  and  his  numis¬ 
matic  books  have  won  more  awards 
than  any  other  author. 

Quentin  David  Bowers  was  born 
on  October  21,1 938,  in  Honesdale, 
a  small  town  in  far  northeast  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  father  and  namesake 
was  an  engineer  who  helped  build 
schools  and  government  buildings. 

Because  they  had  the  same  first  name, 
the  father  was  always  known  as 
Quentin  and  the  son  was  called  Dave,  which  later  evolved  into 
Q.  David  Bowers  for  professional  purposes. 

As  one  of  three  kids  in  what  Bowers  calls  “a  very  literate 
house,”  he  was  always  a  top  student.  His  interests  included 
astronomy,  collecting  rocks  and  minerals,  and  books.  “My 
maternal  grandfather,  Chester  Garratt,  was  an  attorney,  a 
scholar,  and  a  mathematician.  At  a  very  early  age  I  would 
spend  hours  in  the  library  at  his  house  looking  at  books.  I  can 
place  a  lot  of  my  love  for  research  in  his  hands.” 

While  Bowers  was  very  young,  his  family  moved  a  few 
miles  west  to  Forty  Fort,  Pa.  It  was  here  that  he  was 
introduced  to  coins  in  1932.  “The  town  tax  collector  was  a 
guy  named  Bob  Rusbar  and  he  had  a  nice  rock  and  mineral 
collection.  One  day  I  went  to  his  house  to  see  it  and  he  asked 
me  if  I  collected  coins  as  well.  I  told  him  that  I  didn’t  know 
anything  about  them,  so  he  brought  out  a  little  green  album 
with  a  set  of  Lincoln  cents  in  it. 


“He  pointed  to  a  1 909-S  V.D.B.  and  said 
he  paid  $  1 0  for  it.  I  was  shocked,  but  then  he 
brought  out  a  Guide  Book  and  sure  enough 
it  was  worth  $10.1  told  him  that  1  was  sure 
I  could  find  one  in  circulation,  so  he  gave  me 
two  Whitman  folders  and  I  went  to  the  bank 
to  get  some  cents.  I  spent  a  lot  of  time 
looking  through  them,  but  I  never  found  a 
1 909-S  V.D.B.,”  he  said. 

Even  without  finding  a  1 909-S  V.D.B. , 
Bowers  was  hooked  on  coins  and  quickly 
branched  out  beyond  cents.  “I  got  other 
Whitman  albums  and  began  pulling  Buffalo 
nickels,  Mercury  dimes,  and  Jefferson  nickels 
out  of  circulation.  I  also  occasionally  found 
Barber  coins.  Later  I  collected  silver  dollars 
from  the  bank,  but  when  I  was  1 4  a  dollar  was 
a  lot  of  money,  so  I  couldn’t  collect  very  many,”  he  said. 

Up  until  that  time  Bowers  had  earned  money  cutting  lawns 
and  making  deliveries  for  a  local  pharmacy.  However,  23  cents 
an  hour  didn’t  go  very  far.  “In  1954  I  became  a  dealer  almost 
by  necessity.  My  father  told  me  that  my  tastes  were  getting  too 
big  for  my  budget,  so  I  started  buying  and  selling  to  support 
my  own  collection,”  he  said. 

Soon  Bowers  was  running  buy  ads  in  the  local  paper.  “I 
was  too  young  to  drive  so  I  would  take  the 
bus  around  town  to  see  what  people  had 
to  offer.  I  bought  Indian  cents  for  two 
and  three  cents  each,  Columbian  half 
dollars  for  52  cents,  all  kinds  of  coins. 
Pretty  soon  I  had  a  small  amount  of  stock 
that  I  would  sell  and  trade  at  local  coin 
clubs,  and  later  I  advertised  in  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Scrapbook,"  he  said. 

With  a  $6,000  loan  from  his  father, 
Bowers  was  able  to  expand  his  budding 
dealership  and  he  began  servicing  collectors 
all  over  the  country.  Lest  anyone  think  he 
was  born  with  a  silver  spoon,  Bowers  points 
out  that  he  paid  his  father  back  in  full,  plus 
the  going  rate  of  interest. 

Adult  actions  such  as  this  seemed  to 
come  naturally  to  Bowers  at  a  young  age. 
“For  better  or  worse,  my  parents  were 
very  wrapped  up  in  their  own  lives.  So  I  realized  at  an  early 
age  that  whatever  I  was  going  to  accomplish  in  life  I  would 
have  to  do  it  myself.  We  were  given  a  nice  home  to  live  in, 
treated  well  and  educated,  but  there  was  never  the  hands-on 
interest  that  you  see  in  some  families.  In  retrospect  I  appre¬ 
ciate  it  because  it  gave  me  an  independence  I  don’t  think  I 
would  have  had  otherwise,”  he  said. 

Bowers’  knowledge  and  experience  with  coins  grew  rapidly. 
In  1957  he  purchased  an  1894-S  Barber  dime  at  auction  for 
$4,750 — a  record  price  at  the  time.  The  sale  caused  such  a 
sensation  that  Bowers  was  asked  to  be  a  guest  on  NBC’s  Today 
Show  with  Dave  Garroway. 

After  graduating  from  high  school,  Bowers  entered  Penn 
State  with  plans  to  become  an  engineer  like  his  father.  He 
showed  aptitude  for  it  and  won  the  freshman  math  prize,  but 
in  his  sophomore  year  he  began  to  realize  that  business — 
specifically  the  coins  business — was  where  his  future  lay. 


Bowers  Has 
Always  Been  A 

Top  Student 


by  Christopher  Batio 


Q.  David  Bowers  has  been  dealing 
in  coins  since  his  high  school  years. 
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BOWERS  HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN  A  TOP  STUDENT 


“My  academic  advisor  said  to  me,  ‘Why  would  you  want  to  give 
up  engineering  and  go  into  business?  The  business  school  is  where 
people  go  when  they  can’t  get  into  engineering.’  Obviously  I  didn’t 
feel  that  way.  I  really  like  business,  advertising  and  economics,  and 
after  I  switched  into  the  business  school  in  my  junior  year  I  never 
regretted  it,”  he  said.  He  earned  a  business  degree  in  I960. 

Because  he  was  much  younger  than  most  dealers,  the  other  men 
on  the  bourse  floor  sometimes  tried  to  take  advantage  of  Bowers. 

“There  was  a  fellow  named  Louis  Werner,  who  was  sergeant-at- 
arms  of  the  ANA,  and  he  sold  me  two  Proof  half  cents  of  the  1 840s. 
These  were  rarities  and  I  paid  $200  each  for  them  and  was  very  excited 
to  get  them.  I  sent  them  off  to  Lester  Merkin,  who  was  a  collector  at  the 
time  and  one  of  my  customers.  He  sent  them  back  and  said  they  were 
electrotype  fakes.  I  sent  them  back  to  Werner,  but  he  sent  them  right 
back  to  me  with  a  letter  saying,  ‘You’re  a  coin  dealer.  You  bought  these 
and  you  own  them.’  That  was  a  hard  lesson,  and  a  few  other  people  tried 
to  pull  this  kind  of  thing  because  I  was  young  and  they  assumed  I  was 
uninformed,”  he  said. 

Of  course,  other  dealers,  such  as  Wayte  Raymond  and  Oscar 
Schilke,  always  treated  Bowers  fairly  and  actually  gave  him  discounts 
for  answering  numismatic  trivia  questions. 

In  1958  while  Bowers  was  a  student  at  Penn  State  he  formed  a 
numismatic  and  business  partnership  with  Jim  Ruddy,  a  25-year- 
old  coin  dealer  from  Johnson  City,  N.Y.  Theirs  was  a  business 
partnership  that  continued  off  and  on  for  20  years  and  a  friendship 
that  endures  to  this  day. 

Their  dealership  was  called  the  Empire  Coin  Company  and 
quickly  established  itself  as  a  force  in  the  numismatic  market. 

Bowers  handled  many  of  the  numismatic  and  advertising  duties 
and  Ruddy  took  care  of  the  business  necessities  such  as  inventory  and 
bookkeeping. 

“I  never  liked  the  business  aspect  of  things.  I  did  not  enjoy 
accounting,  keeping  track  of  personnel  or  making  reservations. 
Managing  a  business  was  never  my  forte.  I  would  be  happy  just  to  be 
in  a  room  with  a  bunch  of  coins  and  a  keyboard  doing  research  and 
writing,”  Bowers  said. 

Bowers’  partnership  with  Ruddy  prospered  in  the  late  1950s  and 
well  into  the  1960s.  They  eventually  purchased  the  four-story  building 
in  Johnson  City  where  their  offices  were  located,  and  by  1961  they 
employed  more  than  a  dozen  people  and  had  annual  sales  of  more  than 
$1  million.  The  partners  and  their  employees  would  often  relax  by 
taking  outings  to  a  private  lake  owned  by  the  company. 

In  1964  Bowers  published  his  first  book  called  Coins  and  Collec¬ 
tors.  The  book,  which  has  been  reissued  several  times,  consisted  of 
numismatic  history  and  personal  observation — a  mix  that  Bowers 
has  used  successfully  in  several  of  his  publishing  endeavors. 

That  same  year,  Bowers  and  Ruddy  decided  to  expand  their 
business  once  again  by  merging  with  three  partners  to  form  a  public 
company,  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation,  which  was 
based  in  Ohio.  One  of  the  partners  was  Michael  DiSalle,  a  former 
governor  of  that  state. 

Bowers  said  that  soon  after  the  merger  he  began  to  feel  uncomfort¬ 
able  with  the  corporate  structure  of  Paramount.  In  1967  he  and 
Ruddy  left  the  company. 

Bowers  decided  to  set  up  his  own  coin  dealership  again.  He  debated 
on  whether  to  locate  in  New  England  or  California  so  he  visited  both. 
“I  went  to  Connecticut  for  three  days  and  it  was  cold,  clammy  and 
overcast.  Then  I  spent  three  days  in  California  and  the  sky  was  blue,  the 


sun  was  shining  and  it  was  80  degrees.  The  choice  was  easy. 

Bowers  settled  in  Beverly  Hills  and  soon  reunited  with  Ruddy  to 
form  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  Phis  incarnation  of  their  partner¬ 
ship  was  to  be  a  stunning  success.  From  1971  to  1 977  they  sold  coins 
from  the  Matt  Rothert  Collection,  Armand  Champa’s  collection  of 
U.S.  patterns,  and  coins  from  the  1715  Treasure  Fleet. 

Bowers  also  continued  his  writing,  penning  articles  for  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  Coins  Magazine  and  The  Numismatist ,  producing  a 
regular  column  for  Coin  World  and  publishing  books  on  coin 
investment,  automatic  musical  instruments  and  Moxie  soda. 

The  Bowers  and  Ruddy  partnership  was  so  successful  that  in  1 974 
General  Mills  bought  80  percent  of  their  company.  “Apparently 
people  from  General  Mills  had  gone  to  the  ANA  convention  and 
taken  a  poll  of  people  who  attended.  It  turned  out  that  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  had  the  best  reputation  among  the  people  there.  So 
they  examined  our  business  and  made  us  an  offer  to  buy  us  out  100 
percent.  We  agreed  to  sell  80  percent,”  he  said. 

In  1 977  Ruddy  retired  from  the  business,  and  shortly  after  Bowers  left 
California  to  move  back  to  New  England.  He  settled  on  Wolfeboro,  a 
small  lake  town  in  east  central  New  Hampshire.  “It’s  a  stereotypical 
postcard  New  England  village,  definitely  a  nice  place  to  call  home.” 

By  1982  the  corporate  direction  of  General  Mills  was  changing 
and  the  company  began  divesting  itself  of  non-food-related  divi¬ 
sions.  Bowers  purchased  the  assets  of  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
and  Ray  Merena,  who  had  been  an  employee  of  Empire  Coin 
Company,  joined  him  as  a  partner,  fulfilling  the  management  role 
that  Ruddy  once  did. 

The  business  relocated  to  Wolfeboro,  where  Bowers  lives  today 
with  his  wife  Christie  and  14-year-old  son,  Andrew.  Two  other  sons, 
Wynn  and  Lee,  are  grown  and  living  in  Boston  and  Colorado 
Springs,  respectively. 

“At  first  I  was  worried  that  if  we  wanted  to  hire  people  no  one 
would  want  to  move  to  New  Hampshire.  Actually  the  opposite  was 
true.  There’s  probably  not  a  large  coin  dealership  in  existence  today 
that  doesn’t  have  a  staff  member  who  has  asked  us  to  consider  them 
if  we  ever  have  an  opening,”  Bowers  said. 

For  many  years  Bowers  has  been  involved  in  the  ANA.  During  the 
1 980s  he  was  on  its  board  of  governors  and  served  a  term  as  president. 
He  spent  several  years  researching  and  writing  a  history  of  the 
association,  and  did  so  for  free.  Bowers  has  also  been  very  involved 
with  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  and  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild. 

Meanwhile,  Bowers  and  Merena  has  become  hugely  successful, 
selling  six  of  the  1 0  most  expensive  U.S.  coins  ever  sold.  During  the  past 
1 2  years  the  company  has  sold  more  than  $200  million  worth  of  coins 
for  more  than  10,000  consignors. 

Bowers  continues  his  prolific  publishing  output.  Last  year  he 
completed  his  long-awaited  silver  dollar  encyclopedia  and  this  self- 
confessed  “information  accumulator”  is  amassing  clipping  files  on 
dozens  of  other  subjects. 

Some  of  his  ideas  for  future  projects  include  a  guide  to  the  50  most 
essential  numismatic  books,  a  reference  on  colonial  and  state  coinage, 
and  a  book  on  the  history  of  coinage  as  a  tool  of  daily  commerce. 

“1  like  to  encourage  people  thinking  and  doing.  I  like  my  days  and  my 
life.  We  don't  have  sales  goals  and  a  five-year  plan.  Ifsomeone  told  me  they 
could  bring  me  200  employees  and  quadruple  our  sales  I'd  say  no.  I  don't 
want  to  be  a  slave  to  the  office  or  worship  the  cash  register.  My  goal  is  to 
have  fun,  treat  otr  -mers  well  and  do  research  as  time  permits. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


1794-1873 


There  are  two  important  reference  books  in  the  half 
dime  series.  Daniel  W.  Valentine’s  study,  United 
States  Half  Dimes,  describes  issues  from  1794-1837 
(“V”  numbers),  while  an  informative  volume  by  A1 
Blythe,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes,  is  useful  for  the  collector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty. 

1834  Valentine-1 .  MS-60  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  irides¬ 
cence.  Most  features  show  bold  definition.325.00 

1835  V-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 

'  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  variety .  1,095.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Frosty  and  lustrous.  Each  time  we  have  one  of  this 
quality  we  could  sell  two  or  three! .  1,950.00 

This  design  is  copied  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious 
starless  Liberty  Seated  dollar  of  1836;  dies  of  the  half  dime  are 
also  by  Gobrecht. 

Gem  1838  Small  Stars  Half  Dime 

1838  No  Drapery,  Small  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC).  An 

attractive  specimen,  lustrous.  Multiples  rarer  than 
the  Large  Stars  variety.  The  connoisseur  will  ap¬ 
preciate  this  one! . 3,750.00 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC).  A 
well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem!  First 
year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 


An  Outstanding  Peace  Dollar 

The  following  is  from  J.  T. of  Wyoming 
“To  Gail  and  Mr.  Bowers: 

“The  coins  you  have  sen  t  are  all  nice — the 
last,  a  ’25  Peace  dollar,  was  particularly  out¬ 
standing.  Thanks.  Have  a  great  day.” 


seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  reason¬ 
able  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  AU-58.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Very  attractive . 245.00 

Gem  1839  Half  Dime 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  light 
iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem  speci¬ 
men!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  for  a 
type  set  or  specialized  collection . 2,450.00 

Frosty  Gem  1844  Half  Dime 

1844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched  date. 
Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  An 
outstanding  example . 2,350.00 

1844  MS-64  (NGC).  A  well  struck,  frosty,  and  beau¬ 

tiful  gem.  Delicate  toning.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 
grade . 695.00 

1844-0  EF-45  (NGC) .  1,095.00 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Asplendid  coin  with  gorgeous 
electric  blue  toning  around  the  rims,  changing  to 
magenta  and  brilliant  at  the  centers.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  from  an  old-time  collection.  You’ll  like  this 


one! . 890.00 

1845  AU-50 . 110.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare.  A  brilliant 

gem  that  will  please  the  specialist . 2,195.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with 
attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  coin.  .  375.00 
1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 375.00 

Arrows  were  added  alongside  the  dates  on  silver  coins  to 
indicate  their  compliance  with  the  Act  of  Feb.  21, 1853.  Arrows 
remained  only  until  1855,  after  which  they  were  discontinued 
(but  the  authorized  weight  remained  the  same). 


1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110.00 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  135.00 

1855  Arrows.  MS-62.  Clashed  dies . 275.00 


Clash  marks,  prevalent  on  silver  coinages  of  the  1850s  and 
1 860s  and  somewhat  scarcer  on  other  denominations,  were  caused 
by  the  two  dies  coming  together  in  the  coining  press  without  an 
intervening  planchet.  Traces  of  the  obverse  die  were  impacted 
upon  the  reverse  die,  and  vice  versa.  Coins  subsequendy  struck 
from  the  die  pair  thus  showed  traceries  of  the  opposite  die. 


1 855- 0  Arrows.  AU-50.  Well  defined  design  details. 

Silver  gray  surfaces . 350.00 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  few 

hints  of  delicate  toning . 975.00 

QUALITY!:  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  In  that  way,  your  first 
cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have  been  delivering  quality 
coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since  we  started 
business  in  1 953,  and  in  the  process  have  built  what  is  probably 
America’s  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership. 

1856- 0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of  a 
popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces  and 
frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the  grade.  600.00 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95.00 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 

and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your  type 
set! .  1,650.00 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint 
of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 815.00 

1 859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 
toning .  825.00 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony  Paquet. 
There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design,  most  notably 
hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slimmer  than  usual 
arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint  gem, 
richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue  and  deep 
gold.  A  prize  acquisition . 1,150.00 

1861  Proof-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharply  struck,  with 
frosty  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields.  Attractive 
golden  toning . 395.00 

From  a  Proof  mintage  of  1,000  specimens,  of  which  fewer 
than  400  pieces  were  sold,  the  rest  later  melted. 

1864- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  high- 

grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of  this  Civil 
War  era  date .  1 ,495-00 

1865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 

surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  495.00 

1867- S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 

lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850.00 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem  of 

exceptional  quality . 985.00 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in  Mint 
State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1 868  date  was 
filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  a  gem  Mint  State 
coin  such  as  this  1 868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 

1872  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set . 265.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  light  gold  and  iridescent  toning  over  deeply 
frosted  surfaces .  1,350.00 

1 872-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (NGC).  495.00 
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Dimes 


1796  to  Date 


Early  dimes  1796-1837  are  described  with  “JR” 
numbers,  short  for  John  Reich  (an  early  engraver  at  the 
Mint),  as  described  in  Early  United  States  Dimes  (1796- 
1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors.  The  specialist  in 
later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other  useful  volumes  on 
the  series,  including  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W.  Lange). 


Rare  and  Attractive  1797  10<£ 


1797 John  Reich-2. 1 3  Stars.  VF-30  (NGC) .  Smooth, 
even  wear.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces.  Desirable 
as  a  variety  as  well  as  a  rare  type . 3,495.00 

Important  as  a  member  of  the  rare  and  short-lived  design 
type  with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse. 

1798  JR-4.  R-3.  VG-8/F15 . 675.00 

“John  Reich  numbers”  are  assigned  to  varieties  of  the  1 796- 
1 807  era,  although  Reich  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  designs; 
Reich’s  first  work  on  a  dime  appeared  in  1809. 

1800JR-1.  VF-25 .  1195.00 

1801  JR-1.  R-4.  F-15.  Strong  design  detail  in  most 
areas  of  the  coin.  Fairly  scarce  as  a  date.  Attractive 
light  gray  toning . 995.00 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1821  JR-7.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Pleasing  deep  gray  with 

problem-free  surfaces . 325.00 

1822  JR-1.  G-6.  Rare . 375.00 

1824/2  JR-1.  R-3.  Overdate.  AU-50.  Difficult  to 

locate  in  higher  grades  such  as  this .  1,095.00 

1827  JR-1 1.  R-2.  MS-60.  Lustrous . 995.00 

1830/29  JR-4,  R-2.  AU-50 . 550.00 

This  variety  was  first  publicized  by  Don  Taxay  in  the  1971 
edition  of  the  Scott  coin  catalogue.  At  the  time  it  was  considered 
exceedingly  rare.  Since  then  additional  pieces  have  come  to  light. 

1830/29  JR-5.  Overdate.  VT-30 .  195.00 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A 


superb  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this  short-lived 
series .  3,650.00 

The  Liberty  Seated  obverse  without  stars  was  produced  in 
the  half  dime  and  dime  series  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
1837  and  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1838  (1838-0).  The 
starless  obverse  was  inspired  by  Chief  Engraver  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1 836. 

1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 


equivalent  pieces  exist . 1,100.00 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series .  1,850.00 


The  1853  dime  without  arrows  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February 
21,1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time 
they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1853  With  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty, 

lustrous.  Rare  in  all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint 
State . 695.00 

1854  With  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant . 750.00 

1854-0  With  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  and 
frosty.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this  level .  1,850.00 


Gem  1857-0  Dime 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem  with 
attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the  borders. 
One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early  New 

Orleans  issue . 2,495.00 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mirror 
surfaces .  1,450.00 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were  ever 
released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous .  1,095.00 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gorgeous  blue 

and  rose  peripheral  toning .  1,095.00 

1859-0  Medium  O.  AU-50 . 225.00 


Spectacular  Gem  1866  Dime 
Remarkably  Low  Mintage 


1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  speci¬ 
men,  prooflike  obverse,  with  delicate  golden  toning. 
One  of  only  three  graded  at  this  level  by  PCGS.  A 
rarity  in  any  and  all  grades.  Thi  s  would  be  a  prime 
object  of  attention  in  any  advanced  collection  of 

dimes . 2,650.00 

The  1866  dime  had  a  business  strike  production  of  only 
8,000,  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  entire  history  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  from  1 796  to  date.  While  Proofs  were  bought  at  a  premium 
and  specifically  saved  by  collectors,  business  strikes  were  for  the 
most  part  ignored,  accounting  for  their  extreme  rarity  today. 

1868-S  MS-60.  Scarce  (in  Mint  State)  branch  r 


issue.  Lustrous  surfaces  display  warm  golden  high¬ 
lights . 675.00 


Lustrous  Gem  1 873  Arrows  1 0< 
Important  type-set  coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  superb  specimen . 2,560.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60.  Frosty  and  attractive.  Blushes 

of  champagne  iridescence  enhance  the  central 
areas  and  wisps  of  golden  brown  ornament  the 
borders . 495.00 

Unlike  the  situation  in  1853,  when  arrows  were  added  to 
dimes  to  signify  a  reduction  in  weight,  in  1 873  and  1 874,  arrows 
denoted  a  slight  increase. 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 

with  a  whisper  of  toning.  A  very  important  “type” 
coin .  1,295.00 

1875  AU-50 .  59.00 


1876  Proof-60.  Light  gray.  Centennial  year.  275.00 
1876-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive.  450.00 


1876-CC  AU-50 . 75.00 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,395.00 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735.00 

1 887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set .  525.00 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 139.00 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous,  and  quite 

beautiful .  525.00 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1889-S  MS-60 . 435.00 


The  1889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 

with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade . 435.00 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 265.00 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 

delicate  toning.  Somewhat  scarce;  mintage  about 
one-sixth  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counter¬ 
part . 975.00 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  magenta  and  gold 
toning  over  frosty  surfaces . 325.00 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frostywith  a  touch 

of  magenta  toning.  Last  year  of  Liberty  Seated 
coinage .  525.00 

1891  MS-63 . 215.00 


1891-0  MS-63.  Pale  golden  highlights.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  design  type.  295.00 
This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1 860. 


Barber  Dimes 


1892- 0  MS-60 .  155.00 

First  year  of  the  Barber  design.  The  New  Orleans  issue  is 
multiples  rarer  than  the  Philadelphia  dime  of  this  year. 

1 893- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  light  toningover  frosty 

surfaces . 350.00 

1 894- 0  EF-40.  Quite  scarce  in  any  grade,  even  harder 

to  find  in  nice  EF  such  as  this . 325.00 
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by  Mark  Borckardt 


Thomas  Jefferson  first  suggested  a  “double  tenth”  as  part 
of  his  1783  Decimal  Monetary  System  proposal.  Nine  years 
later,  the  Mint  Act  of  1792  replaced  this  coin  with  the 
quarter  dollar.  Several  years  after  that,  in  1806,  a  bill 
proposing  a  two-cent  piece  and  a  20-cent  piece  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  Congress  by  Senator  Uriah  Tracy.  This  bill  was 
twice  passed  by  the  Senate  and  twice  defeated  in  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Nearly  seven  decades  later,  a 
20-cent  piece  finally  made  its  de¬ 
but.  Senator  John  P.  Jones  of  Ne¬ 
vada  introduced  a  bill  in  early  1 874 
designed  to  alleviate  the  problems 
making  change  when  a  quarter  was 
given  for  a  20C  purchase.  The  de¬ 
nomination  merely  replaced  with 
one  coin  what  would  otherwise 
require  two.  It  is  not  hard  to  specu¬ 
late  that  the  real  reason  for  intro¬ 
ducing  the  denomination  was  sim¬ 
ply  to  add  more  demand  for  silver,  thus  winning 
votes  from  mining  interests  in  his  region.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  real  reason,  his  bill  had  support 
from  Mint  Director  Linderman  and  became  law 
on  March  3,  1873. 

Pattern  coinage  for  the  new  denomination 
was  prepared  in  the  summer  of  1874,  with  a 
delightful  series  of  nine  designs,  issued  this  year 
and  the  next.  In  various  metals,  30  different 
pattern  issues  were  produced  from  1874  to  1876.  Today, 
perhaps  250  to  350  of  these  pattern  20-cent  pieces  survive. 

The  20-cent  piece  is  the  shortest-lived  denomination  in 
United  States  coinage  history  (the  four-dollar  denomina¬ 
tion  was  strictly  a  pattern  issue).  Authorized  by  Congress  on 
March  3,  1 875,  this  unpopular  coin  was  prohibited  by  an  act 
dated  May  2, 1878.  Including  the  pattern  issues  of  1 874  and 
the  Proof-only  issues  of  1877  and  1878,  just  five  different 
production  years  were  included.  Business  strikes  for  circula¬ 
tion  were  only  issued  in  1875  and  1 876.  The  authorizing  act 
specified  that  the  20-cent  denomination  would  be  legal 
tender  for  sums  only  up  to  five  dollars. 

Business  strikes  were  first  issued  in  May  1875.  The  San 
Francisco  Mint  struck  over  one  million  coins  during  the 
balance  of  the  year,  while  the  Carson  City  and  Philadelphia 


facilities  produced  very  small  quantities  this 
year  and  the  next.  In  fact,  only  1 0,000  pieces 
dated  1876  were  minted  in  Carson  City. 
Virtually  all  were  melted,  and  today  possibly 
only  18  exist.  In  addition  to  the  substantial 
1875  mintage  at  San  Francisco,  12  Proofs 
were  also  struck.  Today,  perhaps  six  or  seven 
have  been  located,  almost  all  of  which  have 
been  cleaned  or  are  impaired.  After  the  series 
met  its  late  in  May  1878  with  prohibiting 
legislation.  Mint  Director  Linderman  or¬ 
dered  the  remaining  supply  of  coins  melted. 

Collecting 
the  20-cent  de¬ 
nomination 
can  be  very 
simple  or  ex¬ 
tremely  complex,  depending  on 
the  individual  preference  of  the 
collector.  Most  simply  aspire  to 
own  the  four  basic  issues  (1875, 

1875-CC,  1875-S,  and  1876). 

Others  add  the  two  Proof-only 
issues  of  1 877  and  1 878.  Special¬ 
ists  with  larger  budgets 
will  want  to  add  the 
1876-CC  rarity,  along 

with  Proofs  of  1875,  1875-S,  and  1876.  Two 
mintmark  variations  of  the  1875-S  issue  could  also  be 
included.  The  complete  business  strike  and  Proof  set 
of  regularly  issued  20-cent  coins  would  include  1 1 
items.  Additionally,  the  pattern  series  of  nine  differ¬ 
ent  designs,  or  all  30  different  issues,  could  be  col¬ 
lected. 

The  set  of  four  basic  issues  in  Fine 
or  Very  Fine  condition  can  be  acquired 
for  under  $600.  The  specialist,  how¬ 
ever,  seeking  all  4 1  prototype  and  regu¬ 
lar  issue  coins  might  not  ever  complete 
the  set,  despite  access  to  a  virtually 
unlimited  budget.  Here,  as  with  many 
numismatic  endeavors,  opportunity  is 
the  key. 

The  failure  of  the  20-cent  coin 
can  be  traced  to  three  important  con¬ 
siderations.  First,  the  size  was  too 
close  to  the  quarter  dollar,  creating  confusion.  Second,  the 
design  was  very  similar  to  the  quarter  dollar,  confusing  the 
situation  further.  Finally,  the  denomination  did  not  serve 
particular  need  in  commerce.  Unfortunately  we  did  not  learn 
from  our  predecessors  and  attempted  a  similar  coinage  just 
over  a  century  later.  The  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar  was  first 
issued  in  1979  and  discontinued  in  1981.  Its  size  was  very 
easily  confused  with  the  quarter  dollar,  just  like  the  20-cent 
piece! 

Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  you 
never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin  is  authentic.  We  uncondition¬ 
ally  guarantee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


A  Closer  Look 


At  the  20-Cent  Piece 
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1903-0  AU-55 .  145.00 

1903-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  fully  lustrous.  At¬ 
tractive  golden  toning.  A  key  date  Barber  dime, 
the  eighth  lowest  mintage  in  the  series.  ..  950.00 

1905-S  AU-50 . 95.00 

1906  MS-61 . 139.00 

1907-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lustrous . 650.00 

191 1  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive.... 850.00 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive. ..  850.00 

1912-S  AU-55 .  95.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) . 165.00 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725.00 

1914-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 115.00 


1916  Barber.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 


ing . 75.00 

1916-S  Barber.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 59.00 


Mercury  Dimes 

Designed  by  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  noted  sculptor 
who  also  produced  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar, 
this  series  has  been  popular  from  the  early  days  on¬ 
ward.  The  new  silver  designs  of  1 9 1 6 — the  “Mercury” 
dime,  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-&4  FB.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  75.00 
1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. 
Particularly  attractive . 69.00 


Choice  1916-D  Dime  Rarity 
Virtually  Mint  State! 


1916-D  Mercury.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  bands. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  a  hair’s  breadth  from 
full  Mint  State.  In  fact,  you  might  even  call  it  Mint 
State  when  you  see  it.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
most  desired  regular  issue  in  the  entire  Mercury 
dime  series . 4,350.00 

Although  264,000  were  minted  during  this,  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  design,  very  few  were  saved  by  the  public  or  by 
numismatists.  Accordingly,  the  1916-D  has  been  a  prime  rarity 
for  more  than  75  years 


Splendid  EF-40  1916-D  Dime 


1916-D  Mercury  EF-40  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck. 
Lightly  toned.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this 

famous  rarity . 2,850.00 

1916-D  Mercury  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  very  desirable 
specimen  of  the  classic  rarity  in  the  series.  Attrac¬ 
tively  toned . 1,795-00 

1916-S  Mercury  MS-65.  Lustrous . 165.00 


1916- S  Mercury  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1917- D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  gray.  Exceedingly  sharply 
struck .  1,295.00 

1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Superb .  1,295.00 


1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  Full  Band 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem .  1,595.00 

1917-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty, 
and  everything  else  you  might  want!  Quality  such 

as  this  is  very  elusive .  1,895.00 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  brilliant 
surfaces.  Close  to  the  Full  Band  status.  ..315.00 
1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  especially  frosty, 


an  outstanding  early  Mercury  dime.  If  quality  is 

your  forte,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 575.00 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  golden 

highlights.  Scarce  and  popular . 795.00 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS) . 235.00 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10<t 
Where  Can  You  Find  Another? 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands.  (NGC)  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have  never  seen 

a  nicer  one! . 3,400.00 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at  this 
level;  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade  from 
PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with  deep  irides¬ 
cent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
quality-conscious  specialist . 925.00 


1926-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so  fine. 
One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Mercury  dime  series. 
A  notable  acquisition  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,650.00 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  key  date  in  the  series  at  the 

Mint  State  level.  Frosty  surfaces  display  warm 
golden  toning  highlights .  1,650.00 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality .  1,395.00 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Light 

golden  toning  around  the  periphery.  Still  another 
splendid  Mercury  dime . 495.00 

1928- S  MS-65 . 525.00 

1930  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  old-time  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces. ..  325.00 

1935  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 3  00 


1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  superb  gem  of  the 
finest  quality.  A  connoisseur’s  delight!  1,975.00 

First  Proof  in  the  Mercury  dime  series,  and  the  lowest 
mintage  Proof  issue  in  the  series  (which  in  Proof  format  contin¬ 


ued  through  1942). 

1936-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1936-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1938  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ..215.00 

1938-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1939  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25.00 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235.00 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1941- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1942/1-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  rare.  1,095.00 
1 942/ 1  -D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 

1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 575.00 

1942  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1942- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1943- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 17.00 

1944  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1944- D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1944-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties . 20.00 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8.00 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18.00 

1945- D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14.00 


1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  MS-65,  es¬ 
pecially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed  in  a  Capital 
Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces,  one  of  each  date 
and  mintmark  (no  overdates  or  Micro  S).  Put 


away  years  ago .  1,295-00 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

1953-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3.00 

20<f  Pieces 


Gem  1875-CC  20C 
Brilliant  and  Lustrous 


1 875-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  and  of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal.  A  gem  for 
the  buyer  who  wants  quality . 3,650.00 
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18^5-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 625.00 

lS^S-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  and  gunmetal- 

blue  toning . 625.00 

This  is  the  only  readily  collectible  Carson  City  issue  of  the 
denomination,  the  1876-CC  being  for  all  purposes  unobtain¬ 
able. 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  specimen 
with  satiny  surfaces  and  deep  cartwheel  lustre.  Ideal 
for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized  collection.  2,1 50.00 

Splendid  Proof  1876  20<T 


1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen .  If  you  have  an  eye  for 
quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,650.00 


Quarter  Dollars 


1796  to  Date 


1819  B-3.  EF-40.  Attractive  golden  gray  surfaces. 
Popular  variety  with  boldly  repunched  denomina¬ 
tion  numerals  on  the  reverse.  A  nice  coin  for  the 


grade . 675.00 

1822  B-l.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive . 1,750.00 


1825/4/3  B-2.  R-l  to  2.  Overdate.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Much  original  mint  lustre  remains.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  this  curious  multi-overdated 

variety .  1,695.00 

1825  B-l.  R-5.F-12.  Medium  gray . 195.00 

1828  B-l.  VP-35  (ANACS  Cache).  Perfect  reverse 

die . 450.00 

1 835  B-3.  R-2.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Much  original  mint 

lustre  still  remains . 575.00 

1835  B-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  R-3.  Period  after  C  in 
reverse  denomination.  Lustrous  steel  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 675.00 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40.  Attractively  toned.  275.00 
1840-0  With  Drapery.  AU-50.  Light  gray-toned 
surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  year  this 
denomination  as  struck  in  New  Orleans.  495.00 
1851-0  VF-30 . 725.00 


Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796-1838  years  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  1796-1838,  by  A.W.  Browning  (“B”  numbers), 
revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Collectors  of  later  quarters 
will  find  such  studies  as  Larry  Briggs  excellent  study 
on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Quarters  (David  Lawrence),  and  Standing  Liberty 
Quarters  (].W.  Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to  their 
numismatic  pursuit. 

Draped  Bust  Quarters 


1806  Browning-9.  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  specimen . 1,995.00 

1 806  B-5.  F-l  5.  (NGC).  Light  gray  and  lilac  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  coin  in  every  respect.  ...  595.00 

1 807  B- 1 .  G-5.  I-ast  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 

and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 199.00 

1818  B-3.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  silver  golden  sur- 
■  365.00 


Gem  1853  Arrows  Quarter 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply 
struck  and  very  lustrous,  lightly  toned  gem.  An 
outstanding  example  of  this  design,  produced 
only  this  year.  Essential  for  a  type  set.  The  con¬ 
noisseur  will  like  this  one! . 5,375.00 

Arrows  at  the  date  on  the  obverse  and  rays  surrounding  the 
eagle  on  the  reverse  were  added  to  quarters  (and  half  dollars) 
minted  in  conformity  to  the  Mint  Act  of  Feb.  2 1 , 1 853.  In  1 854, 
the  reverse  rays  were  dropped  on  both  denominations,  thus 
isolating  the  1 853  as  the  only  year  of  its  design  type. 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55 . 450.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50.  Lustrous  golden  gray 
surfaces .  350.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40.  Popular . 165.00 

1854  With  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces .  1,350.00 

First  year  of  the  1 854- 1 855  type  with  arrows  at  the  date  and 
without  rays  on  the  reverse. 

1854  Arrows,  AU-58-MS-60.  Most  lustre  is  still  in 
place . 395.00 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Attractive  ton¬ 


ing .  550.00 

1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  natural 
toning.  Scarce  in  all  grade  levels . 565.00 


1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare. at  this 
echelon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The  spe¬ 
cialist  will  like  this  beautiful  piece .  1,995.00 

1873  With  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deeply  frosty 
and  brilliant.  Sharply  struck.  Splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  toning  can  be  seen  around  the  borders. 
Beautiful! . 995.00 

This  year,  continuing  through  1874,  arrows  were  added  to 
the  date  to  signify  an  increase  in  the  authorized  weight. 


Gem  1876-CC  Quarter 


1876- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 

and  frosry.  A  gem  specimen  struck  from  silver 
from  the  nearby  Comstock  Lode . 3,750.00 

1877- CC  MS-63.  Ever-popular  Carson  City  issue. 

Well  struck . 725.00 

1878  MS-64.  A  lustrous  gem  coin! . 895.00 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 
toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quarter 
dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise .  1,295.00 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the  trade 
name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeavored  to 
corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1940s  and  1950s,  and 
obtained  over  1 00  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought  for  our 
inventory  from  his  widow. 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 


whisper  of  gold  around  the  rims . 995.00 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  very  appealing 

coin . 495.00 

If  you  don’t  agree  that  this  coin  is  aesthetically  nicer  than 
any  MS-61  or  MS-62  coin  you’ve  seen,  just  send  it  back  for  a 
refund.  The  coin  is,  indeed,  an  impressive  example. 

1891-S  VF-30 . 45.00 

Barber  Quarters 

1892  AU-58.  Lustrous . 175.00 


Type  II  reverse,  with  eagle’s  wing  tip  covering  nearly  all  of 
E  in  UNITED.  Additionally,  the  Capped  D  in  UNITED  is 
adjoined  to  the  scroll  immediately  beneath  by  a  die  chip. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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1893-S  AU-50.  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  .315.00 
1 896  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  The  reverse  if 
graded  separately  would  easily  be  MS-63.  265.00 


1896-0  VF-30  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1896-0  VF-25.  Scarce  in  VF  and  higher  grades.  One 

of  the  key  dates  in  the  series . 255.00 

1902  AU-50 .  135.00 

1902  EF-45 . 79.00 

1903-0  EF-45 . 99.00 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219.00 

1905-S  AU-50 .  199.00 


1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235.00 

1909  MS-60 .  185.00 

1912  AU-55 .  165.00 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more 

elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  U ncirculated  grade. 
A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector .  1,350.00 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 

set . 725.00 

1915  MS-60 .  185.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Last 

year  of  the  design  type . 725.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 725.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  A  frosty 
golden  specimen,  sharply  struck  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  As  nice  as  they  come  for  the  grade.995.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1917-S  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  frosty . 995.00 

1917-S  Typel.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  lustrous .  550.00 


Full  Head  Gem  1917-D  Type  II 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


1917-D  Type  II.  MS-65  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Rare 

and  lovely. .• . 3,950.00 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Very  pleasing.  Rare  so  fine! . 1,195.00 


1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharp, 
brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous.  An  outstanding  gem! 


Rare  so  fine .  1,650.00 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-61  (NGC) . 195.00 


1918/7-S  VG-10  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 


1920  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  a 
superb  strike.  One  of  the  very  finest  we’ve  ever 

seen  of  this  early  date .  1,975.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235.00 

1920  MS-62  (NGC) . 149.00 

1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 
level.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  about  50%  Full 

Head  details .  1,450.00 

1920-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  whisps  of  delicate  gold . 775.00 

1920-S  EF-40 . 59.00 


1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  coin 
with  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic  appeal,  as  well  as  the 
desirability  of  being  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the 
series.  The  connoisseur  will  really  appreciate  this 

one . 995.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Above  average  strike,  but 
still  lacking  full  features  on  the  higher  pan  of  Miss 

Liberty’s  head.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 295.00 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Rare  so 
fine! .  1,495.00 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An¬ 
other  specimen  of  this  rarity . 825.00 

1927- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  very  light 

toning.  Low-mintage  issue . 235.00 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1928- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Exceptional  quality . 895.00 

1930  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...395.00 
1930  MS-63  Full  Head  (PCGS) . 310.00 

1930- S  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Sharply 

struck  in  all  areas.  Not  easy  to  find . 995.00 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  when  Don  Taxay  wrote  his 
Scott’s  Catalogue  in  1971,  he  believed  the  1930-S  to  be  non¬ 
existent  with  Full  Head. 


Washington  Quarters 

1932  MS-63 . 29.00 

1932  AU-55 . 19.00 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappreciated 

as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q. . 995.00 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

gorgeous  quality  coin . 995.00 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259.00 

1932-D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 259.00 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 
and  highly  prized  issue . 72* 


1932-S  MS-63.  Lustrous . 450.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1932-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous . 335. 00 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179.00 

1932-S  AU-55 .  159.00 

1932-S  AU-50 .  145.00 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  79.00 

1934  MS-63 . 35.00 

1934  AU-58 . 16.00 

1934  AU-50 . 14.00 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1935-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Gorgeous  brilliant  satiny 

surfaces,  a  gem! . 425.00 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1936  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 695.00 


The  1936  Proof  quarter  is  distinguished  as  having  the 
smallest  mintage  (3,837)  of  any  regular  issue  Proof  coin  from 
1 936  to  the  present.  As  such,  it  is  not  only  a  key  to  the  1936  Proof 
set  of  five  coins,  but  is  important  overall  as  well. 


1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A  key  issue  in  this 

grade . 450.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Another  nice  ex¬ 
ample . 410.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 410.00 

1936-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1936- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79.00 

1937- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 215.00 

1937-S  MS-66 . 299.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  145.00 

1939-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 169.00 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1939-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1939- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem . 675.00 

1941- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 11.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10.00 

1948-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 35.00 


Half  Dollars 


1794  to  Date 


Half  dollars  of  the  early  years  1794-1836  are  de¬ 
scribed  by  “O”  numbers  as  delineated  by  Al  C.  Overton 
in  his  book,  Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794- 
1836.  The  collector  of  later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire 
the  Wiley-Bugert  book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence), 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half 
Dollar  ( Bruce  Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much 
useful  data  concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 
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II  NIT  III)  STATES  SILVER.  COINS 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


Outstanding  1795  0-102.  50  Cents 


1795  Overton- 102.  R-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing  example,  attractively  toned  with  most 
design  features  boldly  delineated.  Although  listed 
as  Rarity-5,  overall,  this  piece  ranks  among  the 
finest  known  of  the  die  combination  and  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  six  know  to  us.  5,695.00 
1 795  O- 1 09.  R-4.  VF-20  (NGC) .  Attractive,  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
Flowing  Hair  design  minted  only  in  this  year 
and  in  1794 .  2,250.00 


1795  0-113.  VF-30  (NGC).  Nicely  struck.  Attrac¬ 
tive  toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  design 

type,  date,  variety,  and  grade . 2,495.00 

1795  0-109  R-4  F-15.  Medium  gray  surfaces.  An 

ideal  type  set  coin .  1,350.00 

1795  0-131.  VG-10  (PCGS).  Avery  attractive  coin, 
the  obverse  with  sharpness  of  Fine  to  VF,  and  very 
attractive.  The  reverse  is  VG- 1 0,  with  some  mint- 
caused  planchet  adjustment  marks.  We  guarantee 
you’ll  find  this  to  be  an  excellent  value  1,295.00 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

Outstanding  1797  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Rarity 


1797  0-102.  VF-20  (PCGS).  L  ight  gray  toned  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  great 
rarities  of  rhe  half  dollar  series . 26,500.00 


The  half  dollars  of  1796  and  1797  (both  dates  being  of  the 
Dtaped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse),  have  long  been  considered  to  be  among  the  very  rarest 
of  all  American  issues.  Among  U.S.  coins  by  design  types,  this 
issue  is  the  rarest  in  any  silver  series. 


Important  1805/4  50<t 


1805/40-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate.  Lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing . 2,900.00 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdated  half  dollars  in  existence. 


Dave’s  Box 
Special  No.  2 


Limit:  One  per  buyer. 

All  coins  are  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  hand 
selected,  and  guaranteed  to  please. 

America's  Most  Beautiful  Design! 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  created  by 
sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman  and  minted  from 
1 9 1 6  to  1 947,  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  design  ever  to  appear  on  an 
American  silver  coin.  I  have  picked  out  some 
brilliant,  lustrous  gems  and  offer  you  a  special 
way  to  start  on  a  set!  Take  your  pick  of  these: 

♦  Box  Special  No.  2-A:  Set  of  1936  P-D-S 
halves!  Each  is  a  gem  MS-65.  One  each  from 
the  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco 
Mints.  Only  one  set  available.  $1,195.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  2-B:  Set  of  gems  from  the 
1 940s:  Start  at  the  top  with  this  selection  of  gem 
MS-65  coins  from  the  1940s,  including  the 
rarest  coin  of  the  later  series  (1941-S).  What  a 
way  to  go!  And,  you’ll  be  delighted  with  our 
quality.  One  each  of:  1941-S,  1942-D,  1942-S, 
1943-S,  1944-S,  and  1945-D.  $3,250.00 


Hence,  this  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this.  Struck 
from  an  obverse  die  dated  1 804,  not  used,  and  overpunched  with 
a  5  digit. 

1806  0-115.  Pointed  6,  Stem  through  Claw.  F-15. 
Boldly  repunched  TY  in  LIBERTY.  Five  reverse 
berries,  the  lowest  without  a  stem.  Deep  golden 
gray  surfaces . 275.00 

Late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  crack  through 
bottom  of  date  numerals  branching  into  two  cracks  through  the 
lowest  stars  on  the  left. 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50<t 
Memorable  Quality 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous, 
frosty  specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  a  very  exciting  example  for 
the  specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  extant  half  dollars 


of  1807  is  this  nice . 3,650.00 

1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  F-15.  Rarity-2.  Steel  gray 
surfaces  with  golden  gray  highlights . 275.00 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 235.00 

1808  0-106.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Much  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains . 975.00 

1808  0-107.  VF-35 .  175.00 

1810  0-108.  R-3.  EF-40 . 265.00 


Condition  Census  1812  0-103 


1812  0-103.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  needle 
sharp  central  details.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen 
of  this  date,  and  certainly  Condition  Census  for 
the  variety.  The  connoisseur  will  love  it!  2,950.00 
1812  0-104.  EF-40.  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  225.00 
1818/70-102.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate.  Most 
original  mint  lustre  still  present.  Brilliant  and 


attractive . 1,400.00 

1819/8  0-101.  EF-40.  Pleasing . 185.00 

1820/19  0-101.  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces .  1,450.00 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 395.00 

1822  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 

all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 650.00 
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1823  0-107.  MS-62.  Condition  Census  challenger. 
R-2.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned.  Narrowly 
misses  the  low  end  of  the  Condition  Census  (MS- 


63)  for  the  variety .  1,095.00 

1824  0-105.  R-2.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1826  0-104.  AU-58 . 795.00 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 275.00 

1 826  O- 1 1 8a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  display  attractive  golden  toning,  a  very 
pleasing  coin . 375.00 


Superb  1827/6  0-101 
Condition  Census 


1832  0-121.  R-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 375.00 

1834  0-108.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  R-2.  AU-50. 
Lustrous . 275.00 

1834  0-1 16.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50. 275.00 

1835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 

display  strong  lustre . 475.00 

1836  0-108.  AU-50.  The  popular  “1836/1336”  va¬ 
riety.  Lustrous . 350.00 

1836  0-108.  Lettered  Edge.  EF-45 .  175.00 


1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning .  1,850.00 


1827/6  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Overdate  not  men¬ 
tioned  on  PCGS  holder  (nor  does  PCGS  attribute 
die  varieties  by  Overton  nos.) .  A  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  specimen.  Tied  for  finest  currently  listed  in 
that  numerical  sequence.  Lustrous  golden  gray 

surfaces  display  warm  rose  toning . 2,750.00 

The  Condition  Census  for  this  variety  is  currently  listed  as 
MS-63,  MS-63,  MS-63,  MS-63,  MS-63. 

1827  0-133.  R-4.  AU-50 .  525.00 

1827  0-139.  R-4.  EF-40.  A  scarce  variety. ..  325.00 

1828  0-1 07.  Curl-base  2  with  knob.  AU-53  (NGC) . 
Scarce  date  style.  Light  silver.  Lustrous.  .  445.00 

Marvelous  Gem  1829/7  50<f 


1829/7  Overdate.  0-101.  MS-64.  Deeply  lustrous, 
frosty,  brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning.  One  of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever 
seen . 3,795.00 

1829  0-104.  R-4.  AU-55.  A  lustrous  specimen  of  a 

scarce  variety.  Condition  Census.  Attractive  golden 
toning.  From  a  late  state  of  the  reverse  die,  with 
top  of  A  in  STATES  and  first  A  in  AMERICA 
filled . 695.00 

The  Condition  Census  for  this  scarce  variety  is  MS-63,  AU- 
58,  AU-55,  AU-55,  AU-55. 

1830  0-117.  VF-25 .  59.00 

1831  0-103.  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned.  295.00 

1831  0-109.  EF-45 .  175.00 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned.  ...  575.00 


1836  Reeded  Edge  Rarity 
Only  1,200  Struck 


1 836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Very  well  struck. 

Lightly  toned  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen  at  this  grade  level.  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
collector  and  connoisseur . 2,575.00 

Minted  to  the  extent  of  just  1,200  pieces,  all  in  December 
1836,  this  issue  represents  the  first  steam  press  coinage  for 
circulation  (previous  coinage  was  accomplished  by  horsepower 
in  the  literal  sense). 

1837  EF-45.  Much  lustre  remains  in  the  protected 

areas.  Deep  gold  and  navy  blue  toning  high¬ 
lights . 395.00 

Lustrous  1839-0  Half  Dollar 
Outstanding  Quality 


1839-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Mintmark  on  obverses  with 
the  famous  1838-0.  Repunched  mintmark.  Lus¬ 
trous,  frosty  surfaces.  Attractive  toning.  An 
outstanding  specimen;  a  centerpiece  of  any  collec¬ 
tion  or  exhibit . 5,450 


We  have  always  had  a  fondness  for  1839-0  half  dollars 
95%  or  more  of  known  specimens  are  in  grades  below  AU,  and 
even  AU  coins  are  rare.  Mint  State  coins  are  rarer  yet,  and  even 
advanced  collections  are  not  apt  to  contain  an  example  in  this 
state  of  preservation. 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 
than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 

toned .  795.00 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  patterns 
were  made  in  1838). 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 


toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 

struck .  1,950.00 

1855/4  Overdate.  Arrows.  VF-20 . 260.00 

This  variety  was  first  discovered  by  our  Research  Depart¬ 
ment  in  the  early  1970s. 

1855  Arrows.  AU-50.  Lustrous  light  gray  with  faint 
traces  of  gold . 295.00 

1855- 0  Arrows.  EF-45 .  159.00 

1856- 0  AU-50 .  159.00 

1857  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces . 825.00 

1858  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858-0  AU-58 . 225.00 

1858-0  AU-55 .  189.00 

1858-0  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858-0  EF-40 . 85.00 

1860  EF-45 . 225.00 

1860-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  and  attrac¬ 
tively  toned .  550.00 

1860-0  MS-60 . 435.00 

1860-0  AU-55 . 225.00 

1861  MS-60 . 435.00 

1861  AU-55 .  189.00 


1861  C.S.A.  Restrike  Half  Dollar 


1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar. 
Scott  restrike.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
An  excellent  addition  to  any  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  collection . 2,850.00 

In  1879  J.W.  Scott  secured  the  original  Confederate 
States  of  America  half dollar  die,  from  which  four  specimens 
had  been  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1861.  As 
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original  pieces  were  non-collectible,  Scott  sought  to  satisfy 
numismatic  demand  for  a  souvenir  of  the  Confederacy  by 
making  restrikes.  This  was  done  by  acquiring  500  1861-0 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  circulation,  grinding  off  the 
reverse  design,  placing  the  resulting  one-sided  coin  in  a  tight 
collar  and  stamping  it  with  the  Confederate  die.  The  result  was 
a  flattened  obverse  (but  with  features  still  very  clear)  and  with  the 
reverse  appearing  quite  like  the  original,  but  with  some  weak¬ 
nesses. 

1861-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders. .  750.00 
The  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  under 
federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Confed¬ 


erate  States  of  America. 

1865- S  AU-50 . 350.00 

1866- S  EF-45 . 115.00 

1867  MS-60,  prooflike . 475.00 

1867- S  AU-50 . 215.00 

1868  VF-20 .  149.00 

1868- S  AU-55 . 255.00 

1868- S  AU-50 . 225.00 

1869  MS-61 . 495.00 

1869  MS-60.  Special,  while  a  small  hoard  of  eight 

pieces  lasts.  Each:  . 425.00 

1869  AU-58 . 260.00 

1869  AU-55 . 219.00 

1869- S  AU-50 . 375.00 

1871-CC  F-12.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 325.00 

1871-S  AU-55 . 249.00 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 .  145.00 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50<t 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem, 
lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic  value 
associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One  of  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high-grade 

type  set . 3,995.00 

1875-CC  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 159.00 


Superb  Gem  1875-S  50C 


1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 
gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece  nicer 

than  this  one!  . 2,995.00 

1876  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ...725.00 
1376  VF-30 .  55.00 


1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Deeply  frosty,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  superb  representative  of  this  popular 
Carson  City  coinage.  You’ll  enjoy  owning  this 

one .  1,495.00 

1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly  prooflike 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the  specialist  or 
type  set  collector .  1,785.00 

The  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than  the 
regularly-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning  no 
premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die 
polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery  at  elbow.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  frosty .  595.00 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem;  delicately 

toned.  An  aesthetic  delight .  1,995.00 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  iridescent  toning. 
Very  rare  in  business  strike  form.  Last  year  of 
Liberty  Seated  coinage . 795.00 

The  reduced  mintage  figures  of  half  dollars  of  the  1879- 
1891  era  resulted  from  a  glut  of  earlier-dated  pieces  in  the 
channels  of  commerce,  including  pieces  that  had  been  stored  in 
Treasury  vaults  from  1862  through  the  mid-1870s  during  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments. 


Barber  Half  Dollars 


1892  AU-58 .  350.00 

1 892-0  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  One  of  the  toughest 

to  find  issues  in  the  Barber  series . 495.00 

1893  AU-50/55 . 395.00 

1893  AU-50 . 350.00 

1894-0  AU-55 . 395.00 

1894-S  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning.  Much  original 

lustre  remains . 349.00 

1894-S  EF-40 . 219.00 


1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 350.00 

1895-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 425.00 

1897-0  F-12.  Mintage:  632,000  business  strikes,  the 
10th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver  gray  with  irides¬ 
cent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  few  scattered 

marks  are  noted . 310.00 

1 897-S  VF-20.  A  desirable  and  quite  rare  branch  mint 
issue.  Pale  golden  toning  on  attractive  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in  the  recessed 
areas.  A  great  addition  to  any  Barber  half  dollar 

collection .  550.00 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 625.00 

1899-0  AU-50 . 365.00 

1899-0  VF-35 .  125.00 

1899-S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  a  hint  of  gold 

on  the  reverse .  375.00 

1901  MS-62 .  540.00 

1901  MS-60 . 475.00 

1902  AU-55.  Sharply  struck,  highly  lustrous.  375.00 

1902  AU-50.  Lustrous . 325.00 

1904  AU-55 . 350.00 

1905-0  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous,  particularly  on  the 

reverse  (which  challenges  the  MS-60  grade).  With 
our  conservative  grade  and  our  reasonable  price, 
you’ll  love  this  one! . 41 5.00 


1906- 0  AU-50 . 325.00 

1907- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 925.00 


1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in  the 
third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  ...  350.00 
1908-0  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  ton¬ 


ing .  375.00 

1908-0  EF-45 .  195.00 

1910-S  AU-55 .  350.00 

1911  AU-55 .  335.00 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) .  575.00 

1912- D  AU-55 .  350.00 

1913- D  AU-50 . 325.00 


Gem  Proof  1914  Rarity 
Mintage:  Just  380 


1914  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  lowest  mintage  Proof  in  the  half  dollar 
series  after  1858!  A  find  for  the  discriminating 
buyer.  One  of  only  380  minted.  How  many 
surviving  today  can  equal  this  beauty?.  3,450.00 

The  1914  Barber  half  dollar  has  the  unusual  confluence  of 
being  the  lowest-mintage  Proof  of  the  design  as  well  as  the 
lowest-mintage  business  strike. 

1914  F-12.  Rare . 195.00 


Gem  Proof  1915  Rarity 
Mintage:  450 


1915  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  truly  gem  specimen  with 
gorgeous  gunmetal-blue  toning,  certainly  one  of 
the  very  finest  in  existence  from  a  low-mintage  of 
just  450  Proofs  (the  second  smallest  Proof  produc¬ 
tion  after  1858!).  The  connoisseur  will  really  enjoy 
this  piece . 3,650.00 

In  the  1 950s,  a  Virginia  numismatist  set  about  hoarding  all 
of  the  Proof  1914  and  1915  halves  he  could  find;  and  cleaned  all 
he  bought;  thus,  in  terms  of  availability,  attractively  toned  Proofs 
of  these  two  dates  are  even  scarcer  than  the  low  mintages  suggest. 
A  highlight  for  an  advanced  collection. 

191 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 360.00 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

This  motif,  the  work  of  noted  sculptor  Adolph  A. 

Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury  dime),  is 
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one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  American  series.  In 
general,  dates  from  1916  through  1929  are  scarce  in 
Mint  State,  with  1917  (Philadelphia)  being  a  notable 
exception.  There  were  no  pieces  struck  from  1930 
through  1932.  Beginning  in  1933,  production  was 
continuous  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1 947,  with 
P-D-S  sets  being  made  of  certain  years,  including  all 
years  from  1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  being  a  collection  is  to  pick 
a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety  from 
1 933  through  1 947.  The  present  listing  offers  quality 
pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  levels,  all  lus¬ 
trous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due  to  the 
popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you  give 
alternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alternates  will 
be  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been  sold. 


19I6-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,850.00 

Popular  issue  with  mintmark  on  obverse. 

1917  MS-65  (NGC) . 1,150.00 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The  connois¬ 


seur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,395.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  Liberty .  1 ,325.00 

Walking  half  dollars  with  obverse  mintmarks  were  coined 
for  two  years  only 


Gem  1918-D  Half  Dollar 


1918-D  MS-64.  A  popular  branch  mint  issue, 
very  scarce  at  the  gem  level.  Lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  Where  can  you  find  another 
this  nice? . 5,475.00 


Brilliant  Gem  1919  50<f 
Outstanding  quality! 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a  very 

nice  strike;  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever  see  in  this 
grade  level  or,  perhaps,  even  at  the  MS-65  level  as 
well.  Quality! . 4,350.00 

1919-S  AU-58 . 2,250.00 

1919-SAU-50  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Much  origi¬ 
nal  lustre  is  still  present .  1,750.00 

1920  MS-63.  Frosty  and  brilliant  on  the  ob¬ 

verse,  hints  of  attractive  gold  toning  on  the 
reverse .  795.00 

Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Medium  gray  surfaces  over  most  of  the  surface 
with  a  few  areas  of  deep  gray.  Elusive  issue  in  any 
and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the  three  varieties  of  this 


rarity-laden  year . 4,650.00 

1929-D  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 735.00 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1934- S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 795.00 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385.00 


Superb  Proof  1936  50<f 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen  of  this 
highly  desired  rare  issue.  If  you  have  been  search¬ 
ing  for  a  piece  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal, 
your  hunt  ends  here . 3,450.00 

Mintage:  3,901  coins,  the  lowest  Prooffigure  in  the  Liberty 
Walking  series. 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Superb  quality  that  ■  a 


compared  with  Proof-64  and  65  offered  elsewhere, 
as  you  will  see  when  you  view  the  coin.  1 ,795.00 


1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1936  AU-50 . 24.00 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 120.00 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 310.00 

1937- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  545.00 

1 938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Key  low  mintage 

date . 280.00 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435.00 

1941  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 240.00 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1941-D  AU-58 . 27.00 

1941- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1942  AU-58 . 18.00 

1942  AU-50.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1942- D/D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 110.00 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560.00 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40.00 

1943  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1943- D  Breen-5205.  MS-63.  This  is  the  variety  that 

Walter  Breen  described  as  an  overdate.  However 
some  consider  this  not  to  be  such . 295.00 

1943-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190.00 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1943- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409.00 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1944  MS-61.  Brilliant . 40.00 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1944-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Smoky  topaz  and  rose  toning  high¬ 
lights . 775.00 

1944- S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  over  satin  surfaces.  1 19.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42.00 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1945-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 25.00 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169.00 

1945- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44.00 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155.00 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 
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The  Washington 
Quarter 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Whether  his  portrait  was  desired  for  a  coin  or  canvas, 
George  Washington  was  a  reluctant  model.  Gilbert  Stuart 
complained  that  Washington’s  face  went  blank  whenever  he 
sat  for  a  portrait.  Stuart  once  told  Washington,  “Forget  for  a 
moment  or  two  that  you  are  president  of  the  United  States.” 
Washington  shot  back,  “I’ll  not  forget  that  I  am  president; 
don’t  you  forget  you  are  a  painter.’’ 

Gradually,  however,  Washington  became  accustomed  to 
the  ordeal.  “  In  for  a  penny,  in  for  a  pound;  is  an  old  adage,” 
he  said  in  response  to  another  artist’s 
request  for  a  sitting.  “I  am  so 
hackneyed  to  the  touches  of 
the  painter’s  pencil,  that  I 
am  altogether  at  their  beck, 
and  sit,  like  Patience  on  a 
monument,  whilst  they  are 
delineating  the  lines  of  my 
face.  It  is  proof,  among 
many  others,  of  what  habit 
and  custom  may  effect.” 

A  similar  transition  occurred 
in  the  nation’s  coinage.  In  1792, 
the  Senate  favored  a  plan  to  place  a 
portrait  of  the  president  on  each  denomination, 
a  practice  which  the  House  dismissed  as  monar¬ 
chical.  Washington’s  debut  on  an  official  U.S.  coin 
was  delayed  until  a  century  after  his  death  in  1799. 

The  first  sign  of  impending  change  came  in  1 863, 
when  his  portrait  graced  pattern  two-cent  pieces.  Three 
years  later,  pattern  Washington  nickels  were  minted.  These 
foreshadowed  the  Lafayette-Washington  commemorative 
silver  dollar,  dated  1900  but  struck  in  December  1899. 

In  1 926  collectors  were  treated  to  the  unlikely  pairing  of 
George  Washington  and  Calvin  Coolidge  on  the  Sesquicen- 
tennial  half  dollar.  The  design  struck  up  so  poorly  that 
Treasury  officials  seemed  to  erase  it  from  their  memories. 

In  1931  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  Washington 
Bicentennial  Commission  sponsored  a  design  competition 
for  a  medal  and  coin  marking  the  200th  anniversary  of 
Washington’s  birth.  The  competition  was  staged  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  an 
independent  agency  charged  with  helping  to  appraise  all 
works  of  fine  art  intended  for  government  use. 

Plans  initially  called  fora  circulating  commemorative  half 


dollar  to  be  struck  as  a  temporary  replace¬ 
ment  for  the  Walking  Liberty  50-cent  piece. 
The  program  for  the  competition  stipulated 
that  “subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress,  the 
coinage  of  the  United  States  silver  half  dollars 
during  the  calendar  year  1932  shall  have  a 
commemorative  character.”  By  an  act  of 
March  4,  1931,  however,  Congress  autho¬ 
rized  a  Washington  quarter. 

The  rules  of  the  competition  specified 
that  the  obverse  of  each  entry  “shall  bear  a 
head  of  Washington  based  on  the  Houdon 
bust  at  Mount  Vernon.”  According  to  histo¬ 
rian  Richard  M.  Ketchum,  the  Houdon 
bust  is  “the  closest  approximation  we  have 
of  a  living,  breathing  George  Washington.” 

French  sculptor  Jean  Antoine  Houdon 
arrived  at  Mount  Vernon  in  1785  and  spent  several  days 
observing  Washington,  watching  for  the  pose  he  wanted.  He 
saw  it  the  moment  a  dealer  offered  Washington  some  horses. 
When  Washington  heard  the  asking  price,  he  was  indignant. 
The  tilt  of  his  jaw  was  exactly  what  Houdon  was  looking  for. 

Soon  after,  Washington  allowed  his  face  to  be  smeared  with 
plaster  for  a  mask.  Nelly  Curtis,  then  six  years  old,  later 
remembered  walking  by  a  room  and  seeing  him  “as  I  supposed, 
dead,  and  laid  out  on  a  large  table  covered  with  a  sheet . . .  except 
his  face,  on  which  Houdon  was  engaged  in  putting  on  plaster  to 
form  the  cast.  Quills  were  in  the  nostrils.  I  was  very  much 
alarmed  until  I  was  told  that  it .  .  .  would  not  injure  him.” 
The  plaster  cast  was  followed  by  a  clay  bust  which 
Houdon  left  at  Mount  Vernon.  Houdon  crafted  the  final 
marble  bust  in  Paris.  So  accurate  was  the  likeness  that  it 
brought  tears  to  Lafayette’s  eyes.  “That  is  the 
man  himself!”  he  said. 

The  Houdon  bust  served  as  the  model 
for  many  U.S.  postage  stamps  and  was 
a  logical  choice  for  the  Washington 
quarter.  The  reverse  was  another 
matter.  By  law,  the  reverse  of  the 
regular-issue  quarter  was  required 
to  picture  an  eagle.  But  because  the 
Washington  quarter  was  a  com¬ 
memorative,  it  was  free  from  this 
legal  restriction  and  the  design  was  left 
to  the  individual  sculptor,  provided  that 
it  was  “national”  in  conception. 

The  winner  of  the  medal  design  competition  was  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser.  Born  September  14,  1889,  she  attended  the 
Horace  Mann  School  and  the  Art  Students’  League,  where  she  was 
a  pupil  of  James  Earle  Fraser.  They  were  married  in  1 9 1 3,  the  same 
year  that  James’  Buffalo  or  Indian  Head  nickel  made  its  debut. 

Laura  Gardin  Fraser’s  credits  include  the  1921  Alabama 
Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar;  the  1 922  Grant  Memo¬ 
rial  half  dollar  and  gold  dollar;  the  1925  Fort  Vancouver 
Centennial  half  dollar;  and  the  Oregon  Frail  Memorial  half 
dollar,  minted  from  1926  to  1939. 

The  program  for  the  design  competition  stipulated  that 
“one  sculptor  be  selected  to  design  both  the  coin  .  .  .  and  the 
medal.”  On  July  14,  1931,  however,  assistant  Mint  Director 
Mary  O’Reilly  asked  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  to  provide 
the  names  of  sculptors  for  a  coinage  design  competition. 
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Charles  Moore,  chairman  of  the  commission  and  author  of  The 
Family  Life  of  George  Washington  and  Wakefield,  Birthplace  of 
George  Washington,  urged  that  Mrs.  Fraser  be  allowed  to  design  the 
Washington  quarter.  His  letter  was  forwarded  to  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Andrew  W.  Mellon,  who  said  that  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  had  not  been  a  part  of  the  commission’s  agreement  and  would 
not  abide  by  it.  A  coinage  design  competition  was  scheduled  for 
October  27,  1931. 

In  all,  98  artists  submitted  more  than  100  entries,  numbered  for 
anonymity.  The  commission  selected  No.  56  with  the  proviso  that 
certain  changes  be  made.  Perhaps  not  surprisingly,  it  proved  to  be 
Laura  Gardin  Fraser’s  entry. 

Secretary  Mellon  conferred  with  the  commission  November  2, 
1931,  but  chose  the  designs  submitted  by  John  Flanagan,  a  former 
pupil  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 

Fortune  magazine  called  Mellon  “possibly  the  most  brilliant  business¬ 
man  whom  our  society  has  produced.”  He  had  accepted  the  Treasury 
post  out  of  boredom,  resigning  from  5 1  corporate  boards  to  take  the  job. 
One  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  world,  he  was  also  a  leading  art  collector, 
with  holdings  valued  at  $35  million.  His  collection  of  126  paintings 
included  eight  Rembrandts,  three  Titians,  and  works  by  El  Greco  and 
Goya.  In  a  single  day  in  1 923,  he  paid  $500,000  for  four  paintings.  After 
the  Russian  Revolution,  he  paid  $10  million  for  21  paintings  from  the 
collection  of  Catherine  the  Great.  These  works  later  formed  the  nucleus 
of  the  National  Gillery  of  Art,  housed  in  a  museum  built  with  Mellon’s 
donation  of  securities  valued  at  $  1 5  million. 

In  light  of  Mellon’s  insistence  on  having  his  own  way,  and  his 
intense  interest  in  art,  a  confrontation  with  the  Commission  of  Fine 
Arts  was  inevitable.  Mellon  agreed  to  let  Fraser  make  some  changes  and 
resubmit  her  entries,  but  he  warned  that  it  might  be  construed  as 
“discrimination”  if  the  opportunity  were  given  to  one  sculptor  and  not 
extended  to  others  whose  designs  had  equal  merit.  Mellon  therefore 
selected  the  designs  of  three  other  artists,  saying  that  he  would  be  “glad 
to  have  a  restudy  made  by  these  sculptors  and  by  the  one  designated  by 
the  commission.”  He  asked  that  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  sculptor  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  commission  and  designer  of  the  Winged  Liberty  Head 
(Mercury)  dime  and  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar,  “suggest  the  changes 
which  he  feels  are  necessary  in  order  that  the  designs  shall  conform  with 
the  views  of  the  commission  and  with  my  own.” 

In  making  the  modifications,  Fraser  concentrated  on  the  reverse.  Two 
versions  of  the  design  are  pictured  in  Don  Taxay’s  U.S.  Mint  and 
Coinage.  They  differ  in  the  size  of  the  stars  above  the  eagle  and  the 
positioning  of  the  wings,  which  on  one  version  partially  obscure  portions 
of  the  letters  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

After  studying  the  revised  designs,  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts 
again  recommended  Laura  Gardin  Fraser’s  entry,  which  it  said  was  “the 
best  of  the  four  under  consideration”  and  would  result  in  a  “very 
excellent  coin.”  Moore  noted  that  Fraser’s  model  for  the  obverse  was 
“distinguished  above  those  submitted  by  other  sculptors.”  Simplicity, 
directness  and  nobility  characterized  it,  he  added.  Moreover,  the  design 
had  “style”  and  “elegance.” 

“The  composition,  from  the  medalist’s  point  of  view  of  spacing  and 
balance,  is  entirely  satisfactory,  Moore  advised  Mellon.  I  he  commis¬ 
sion  believes  that  this  design  would  present  to  the  people  of  this  country 
the  Washington  whom  they  revere.’ 

The  commission  had  considered  a  suggestion  that  the  eagle  on  the 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  piece  be  adapted  for  the  reverse  of  the  quarter. 
But  it  was  decided  that  the  use  of  a  design  already  appearing  on  another 


coin  would  be  “unfortunate  and  sure  to  provoke  criticism.” 

Moore  called  Fraser’s  eagle  “exceptionally  well  rendered”  and  said 
that  it  had  been  worked  out  by  the  artist  “in  a  truly  heraldic  fashion. 
According  to  Moore,  the  design  had  “vigor”  and  “sculptural  quality.” 

Cornelius  Vermeule,  author  of  Numismatic  Art  in  America,  rates 
Fraser  s  proposed  Washington  quarter  design  very  highly.  So  does  the 
U.S.  Mint’s  former  chief  engraver-sculptor  Frank  Gasparro. 

Mellon,  however,  refused  to  go  along  with  the  commission.  Many 
people  believe  that  he  rejected  Fraser’s  models  because  he  didn’t  want 
a  woman  to  win  the  competition.  There  is  evidence,  albeit  hearsay,  that 
Mellon  knew  the  identity  of  the  Fraser  models  all  along. 

While  the  debate  about  the  design  dragged  on,  Mellon  faced 
impeachment  by  Congress.  In  January  1932  the  House  began  hear¬ 
ings  regarding  a  long  list  of  conflict-of-interest  charges,  and  it  seemed 
likely  that  Mellon  would  be  removed  from  office.  President  Herbert 
Hoover  personally  disliked  his  inherited  Treasury  secretary  but  had 
no  desire  to  see  his  administration’s  reputation  tarnished  any  further. 

Hoover  solved  the  dilemma  by  appointing  Mellon  ambassador  to 
the  Court  of  St.  James.  This  was  the  equivalent  of  a  presidential  pardon. 
As  one  congressman  said,  “It  is  impossible  to  remove  from  office 
someone  who  has  already  been  removed.” 

Ogden  L.  Mills  succeeded  Mellon  as  Treasury  secretary.  In  March 
1932,  he  resubmitted  Flanagan’s  models  to  the  Commission  of  Fine 
Arts,  which  unanimously  rejected  them.  Washington’s  face  was  “weak,” 
said  Moore,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  hair  was  “unnatural”  and 
detracted  from  the  strength  of  the  head. 

Moore  also  claimed  that  Flanagan’s  eagle  lacked  symbolic  quality 
and  did  “not  represent  the  dignity  and  power  which  an  emblem  of  the 
United  States  should  have.” 

Overall,  Flanagan’s  entries  were  found  to  lack  emphasis,  balance, 
simplicity  and  dignity — qualities  which  the  commission  said  were 
essential  in  medallic  art. 

“For  these  reasons  the  Commission  finds  the  models  submitted 
unacceptable  and  advises  their  rejection,”  Moore  wrote.  “They  do  not 
reach  the  standard  of  design  which  should  characterize  the  coinage  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  these  standards  which  the  Commission  is 
solicitous  that  the  national  coinage  should  attain.” 

On  April  1 1,  1932,  however,  Mills  informed  the  commission  that 
he  had  given  further  thought  to  the  subject  and  felt  “constrained  to 
adhere  to  the  decision  of  my  predecessor.”  Flanagan’s  designs  were 
selected  for  the  quarter  dollar.  The  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
provided  the  following  description: 

“A  new  design  for  the  quarter  dollar  was  authorized  by  the  act  of 
March  4,  1931,  as  an  incident  of  the  bicentennial  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  George  Washington.  A  portrait  head  of  Washington  is  the 
principal  feature  of  the  design,  which  is  by  the  sculptor  John  Flanagan. 
On  the  reverse  is  an  eagle  with  wings  spread,  standing  on  a  bundle  of 
arrows;  beneath,  two  sprays  of  olive  are  shown.  Inscriptions  are  those 
required  by  law  to  be  on  coins.” 

Struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  Laura  Gardin  Fraser’s  Washington 
Bicentennial  medal  also  appeared  in  the  Mint  Director's  report. 

The  Washington  quarter  was  released  August  1 ,  1 932.  Banks  distrib¬ 
uted  the  coins  sparingly,  on  request  only,  usually  imposing  a  limit  ofthree 
coins  per  person  to  discourage  speculation  in  the  new  quarters. 

Public  reaction  to  the  new  design  was  favorable,  providing  some 
degree  of vindication  for  Mellon  and  Mills.  The  September  1 932  issue 
of  The  Numismatist^'  stioned  the  quarter's  status  as  a  true  commemo¬ 
rative  and  deseri1  ^  cne  reverse  as  being  “somewhat  crowded."  But  it 
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conceded,  “All  in  all,  it  is  an  attractive  coin.” 

Flanagan  received  the  Watrous  medal  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Design  in  1932.  It  was  awarded  not  for  the  Washington  quarter  in 
particular,  but  lor  the  artist’s  body  of  creative  work. 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  5,404,000  1932-dated  quarters. 
Denver  turned  out  436,800  and  San  Francisco  produced  408,000.  No 
quarters  were  minted  in  1933,  a  depression  year.  When  production  of 
the  denomination  resumed  in  1 934,  the  Washington  quarter  returned 
as  a  regular  issue. 


On  all  1932-dated  quarters  and  those  struck  in  early  1934,  the 
motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  weak.  Two  hub  changes  were  made  in 
1934,  resulting  in  medium  and  heavy  motto  types. 

By  then,  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  was  involved  in  other  projects  and 
showed  no  bitterness  over  the  Treasury  Department’s  rejection  of  her 
Washington  quarter  models.  She  went  on  to  design  the  1947  Philip¬ 
pine  peso  and  50-centavo  coins  (picturing  General  Douglas  MacArthur) 
and  many  medals,  including  the  American  Numismatic  Society  Cen¬ 
tennial  medal.  She  died  in  August  1966. 


Fantastic  Hoards  of  Lincoln  Cents ! 


_  ''  ' 

MORE  T«im  200.000’ Hitts  ^ 


-1  Of  mil  FROMj _ / 

if  I  booVobo  PEnnits 

THE  WORLOJ  BiQQEST  COIN  COlLlCriON 


Woodruff.  W/J 


View  of  a  vast  hoard  of  “pennies”  (described  as  “The  world’s  greatest  coin  collection”)  sent  to  Dr.  Kate. 


A  fantastic  hoard  of  Lincoln  cents,  some 
eight  million  pieces,  was  gathered  by  Ray 
Amoroso,  collection  manager  for  the  Steel 
Valley  Bank  in  Dillonvale,  Ohio.  Now  70, 

Amoroso  has  been  collecting  one-cent  pieces 
since  he  was  five  years  old. — This  from  a 
newpaper  clipping  sent  in  by  Patrick 
Bachler. 

The  question  is  this:  Flow  many  Indian 
cents  were  in  the  group,  if  any,  and  did 
anyone  look  through  them? 

Soon  thereafter  a  front-page  article  in 
Coin  Wo  rid  was  captioned:  “Adage  ‘a  penny 
saved  is  a  penny  earned’  becomes  lifestyle 
for  70-year  old  Ohioian.  Eight  million 
cents  fill  40  large  cans.” 

As  it  so  happened,  about  the  same  time 
your  editor  acquired  an  illustration,  here¬ 
with  reproduced,  showing  another  hoard, 
this  one  of  “2,000,000  Lincoln  pennies” 
and  described  as  “the  world’s  greatest  coin 
collection.”  Examination  of  the  photo  with 
a  magnifying  glass  revealed  that  the  coins 
were  amassed  on  behalf  of  a  “Dr.  Kate”  as 
a  result  of  publicity  on  Ralph  Edwards’  TV 
show,  This  is  Your  Life. 

Seeking  more  information,  your  editor  wrote  to  Ralph  Edwards 
(who  has  been  a  family  friend  for  many  years)  to  seek  information.  Who 
was  Dr.  Kate,  and  why  did  she  acquire  all  of  these  coins?  This  reply  was 
soon  forthcoming: 

“Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  its  very  interesting  contents.  Isn’t  it  strange 
how  things  come  back  to  you  full  circle? 

“Yes,  I  did  do  “THIS  IS  YOUR  LIFE,  DR.  KATE  PELHAM 
NEWCOMB”  on  March  17,  1954.  Dr.  Kate  was  a  country  practitioner 
serving  patients  in  300  miles  of  wilderness  in  the  north  woods  of  Woodruff, 
Wisconsin.  She  ministered  to  wounded  hunters,  trappers,  injured  lumber¬ 
jacks,  and  Indians.  She  revived  half-drowned  vacationers,  trudged  miles  on 
snowshoes  through  frozen  woods  to  deliver  babies  by  the  light  of  a  kerosene 
lantern.  She  was  called  an  angel  on  snowshoes.’ 

“Dr.  Kate  Newcomb  was  born  on  July  26,  1885,  in  Wellington,  Kansas, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Pelham  and  Kate  Callahan  Pelham,  country  school 
teachers.  After  her  mother’s  death  when  Kate  was  three  years  of  age,  she  went 
to  live  with  her  grandparents  in  Leoti,  Kansas.  When  her  father  remarried,  she 
moved  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  live  with  him  and  his  new  wife. 

“Dr.  Kate  opened  her  medical  practice  in  Detroit,  and  in  1920  married 
a  husky  auto  plant  employee,  Bill  Newcomb.  Bill  became  seriously  ill,  and  Dr. 
Kate  left  a  thriving  medical  practice  to  move  to  Crandon,  Wisconsin,  (south 


of  Lake  Superior)  where  Bill  recovered.  An  elderly  Dr.  Torpy  pleaded  with 
Dr.  Kate  to  assist  him  on  an  emergency  case.  That  was  the  last  case  Dr.  Torpy 
was  able  to  take,  which  left  the  backwoods  without  a  doctor;  therefore,  Dr. 
Newcomb  met  the  challenge  of  becoming  the  country  doctor  in  a  remote 
wooded  area  with  no  hospital  within  a  300  mile  radius. 

“After  the  show,  I  told  the  television  audience  of  the  hospital  Dr.  Kate  had 
dreamed  of  building  which  would  be  opened  formally  the  next  Monday 
morning.  I  said  to  the  viewers:  ‘It  takes  a  lot  of  pennies  to  build  and  equip  a 
hospital.  There’s  still  a  construction  debt  to  pay  off,  and  there’s  a  lot  of 
equipment  to  buy  before  it  can  truly  fulfill  its  mission.  And  that’ll  take  a  lot 
of  pennies,  too.  We  thought  maybe  you  folks  in  our  audience  would  like  to 
share  in  Dr.  Kate’s  great  work...’ 

“Over  $250,000  in  pennies  were  received  in  Woodruff,  Wisconsin,  for 
the  new  hospital.  Dr.  Katewas  known  as  the ‘doctor  on  snowshoes.’  Hope  the 
enclosed  will  be  helpful  to  you,  and  I  would  appreciate  seeing  a  copy  of  your 
‘write  up’  on  Dr.  Kate. 

“Give  my  warmest  wishes  and  love  to  your  family.” 

— Ralph  Edwards 

Actually,  if  over  $250,000  in  Lincoln  cents  was  eventually  received, 
this  would  translate  to  25,000,000  “pennies,”  far  eclipsing  the  recent 
Ohio  hoard. 
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1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1946- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44.00 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 199.00 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130.00 

1947-D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 44.00 


Special  Liberty  Walking 
Set  Offer! 

STARTER  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high  grade 
collection  of  this  beautiful  series.  We’ll  select 
$1,000  or  more  worth  of  different  dates  and 
mintmarks  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  each  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-64  or  MS-65. 
Your  net  price  is  $895.00.  In  addition,  if  you 
request,  we  ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on 
approval  to  add  to  your  set  ifyou  wish  (each  piece 
will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Liberty 
Walking  Super  Special  Offer.”  We  guarantee 
you’ll  like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality.  Limit: 
One  set  per  buyer. 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand- 
selected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$99 

$140 

$450 

1934-D 

280 

495 

1934-S 

1450 

1935 

69 

95 

340 

1935-D 

280 

385 

1935-S 

735 

1936 

75 

175 

1936-D 

165 

395 

1936-S 

310 

665 

1937 

79 

220 

1937-D 

220 

595 

1937-S 

275 

595 

1938 

115 

1938-D 

675 

1095 

1939 

63 

165 

1939-D 

75 

165 

1939-S 

169 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1940 

$67 

1940-S 

$56 

110 

$510 

1941 

44 

59 

119 

1941-D 

52 

79 

125 

1 94 1  -S 

119 

215 

1325 

1942 

44 

55 

119 

1942-D 

69 

105 

225 

1942-S 

59 

95 

560 

1943 

55 

119 

1943-D 

85 

105 

190 

1943-S 

55 

89 

409 

1944 

44 

55 

125 

1944-D 

55 

79 

129 

1944-S 

55 

85 

775 

1945 

44 

55 

119 

1945-D 

47 

119 

1945-S 

47 

59 

169 

1946 

45 

59 

155 

1946-D 

59 

119 

1946-S 

44 

55 

119 

1947 

46 

62 

199 

1947-D 

46 

58 

130 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  are  a  popular  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena,  and  you’d  be  surprised  how 
many  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper  ship  out  each  week. 
Our  main  problem  is  supply  (we  wish  that  rare  coins 
were  easy  to  buy;  however,  there  is  no  wholesale  source 
for  the  quality  that  we  seek,  and  we  have  to  acquire 
specimens  one  at  a  time). 


1948  MS-65.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24.00 

1949- S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1950  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 52.00 

1950- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375.00 

1950-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1950-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1950-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 30.00 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79.00 


DISCOVER  BOWERS  AND  MERENA:  If  you  like 
QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do,  and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for 
your  money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  by  placing  a 
trial  order  today.  Do  this,  and  you’ll  be  a  client  for  many  years. 
In  fact,  many  of  our  clients  have  been  with  us  since  we  started 


business  in  the  1950s. 

1951-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 49.00 

1953  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1953  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 70.00 

1953- S  MS-65  (NGC) . 60.00 

1954  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495.00 

1954- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27.0'' 


1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 42.00 

1957  Proof-64.  A  brilliant  gem . 14.00 

1957  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1962- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 26.00 

1963- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 


Silver  Dollars 


1794-1981 


Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  popular  collect¬ 
ing  areas,  and  it  is  quite  possible  Morgan  dollars 
(1878-1921)  head  the  popularity  list  among  all 
early  issues. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1794- 1 804  era  are  attributed  to 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  and  are 
listed  by  “BB”  numbers.  The  Bowers  text  also  gives 
detailed  information  concerning  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  including 
much  history,  rarity,  and  price  information.  The 
two-volume  set,  over  2,000  pages,  is  yours  for,  net, 
$1 19.20  plus  $7  packing  and  shipping. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive  Cata¬ 
log  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Silver 
Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis) 
gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  concerning 
history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while  The  Com¬ 
prehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia  (John  W. 
Highfill)  gives  information  concerning  market  prices 
and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opinions  and  collect¬ 
ing  experiences. 


Flowing  Hair  Dollars 

Sharp  and  Beautiful  1795  $1 


1795  Bowers-Borckardt-18.  Flowing  Hair.  EF-45 

^NGC).  A  very  rare  and  historically  fascinating 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  104 


Page  33 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


variety  with  silver  plug  at  the  center  (see  footnote), 
although  we  haven't  factored  this  into  the  price. 
Medium  gray  toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A 
very  attractive  coin  from  every  aspect.  This  piece 
will  be  ideal  for  your  type  or  date  set,  and  has  the 
added  attraction  of  being  a  “special  silver  center” 
1795  dollar .  5,450.00 

Slightly  underweight  planchets  for  1795  silver  dollars  were 
drilled  at  the  center  (using  the  same  technology  employed  at  the 
Mint  to  make  the  famous  1792  silver-center  cents),  a  slightly 
larger  silver  plug  was  inserted  to  increase  the  weight,  and  then  the 
planchet  was  stamped.  Today,  a  few  1795  silver  dollars  show 
traces  of  this  plug.  On  the  present  specimen,  the  traces  can  be 
seen  on  the  reverse  under  the  eagle’s  head.  The  Guide  Book  ofU.  S. 
Coins  now  lists  this  variety  separately  and  values  it  the  highest  of 
any  coin  of  the  type. 


Pleasing  VF-30  Flowing  Hair  $  1 


1795  Flowing  Hair.  BB-18.  Three  leaves  beneath 
each  wing.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  gray-toned 
surfaces.  Tinges  of  mint  lustre  are  still  visible  if  you 
look  closely  in  protected  areas  on  the  reverse.  An 
exceptional  coin . 2,975.00 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 

Exceptional  1797  BB-71  $1 


1797  BB-71.  10x6  Stars.  Large  Letters  reverse.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  a 
variety  and  date  usually  seen  in  lower  grades,  and 
quite  rare  above  VF.  Original  mint  lustre  is  still 
visible  in  some  sections.  This  is  the  only  variety  of 
this  year  with  the  unusual  1 0x6  star  configuration. 
A  really  great  early  dollar!  . 4,750.00 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


Outstanding  1797  BB-73  $1 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Small  Eagle.  Large  Letters. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin,  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  ever  offered!  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains.  One  of  the  most  significant  1 797  dollars  to 

come  on  the  market  in  recent  years . 9,750.00 

Silver  dollars  of  the  year  1797  have  achieved  a  special  fame 
all  of  their  own,  because  there  are  just  three  die  varieties  (BB-7 1 , 
BB-72,  and  BB-73)  and  because,  for  some  reason,  relatively  few 
exist  in  grades  above  EF,  and  even  EF  coins  are  rare.  The  offering 
of  this  AU  piece  must  be  regarded  as  truly  exceptional,  an 
opportunity  that  may  not  recur  for  a  long  time. 


Outstanding  1797  Dollar 


1797  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  BB-73.  AU-50 

(NGC).  Light  gray  with  much  lustre  remaining  in 
protected  areas.  Very  attractive  overall.  Whenever 
we  see  a  nice  1797  dollar,  aesthetically  pleasing 


and  at  a  reasonable  price,  we  buy  it . 9,750.00 

1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  VF-35.  Very 
attractive.  A  pleasing  specimen .  1,950.00 


Important  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 
15  Obverse  Stars 


1798  BB-81.  Small  Eagle.  VF-30.  Light  gray  and 
lilac  toning.  Very  attractive.  Rare  as  a  type;  the  vast 
majority  of  1798-dated  dollars  are  of  the  later 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type . 3,850.00 

This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  varieties  in  the  early  dollar 


series  and  is  probably  the  most  fascinating  of  the  1798  year.  The 
obverse  has  1 5  stars  instead  of  the  normal  1 3,  for  reasons  not 
known.  No  other  die  of  1798  has  this  feature.  The  reverse  has 
small  letters  and  is  from  the  identical  reverse  die  employed  on 
certain  other  varieties  struck  in  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 


Superb  1798  BB-118  $1 


1798  BB-118.  Heraldic  Eagle.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Brilliant,  with  much  original  lustre  still  evident. 
An  outstanding  specimen  for  the  type  collector  as 
well  as  the  early  dollar  specialist.  Certainly,  this  is 
among  the  top  two  dozen  finest  known.  .  4,950.00 

1799  BB-163.  VF-30.  Lightly  toned.  An  attractive 

specimen  of  the  date  and  variety . 950.00 

1800  AMERICAI  variety.  BB-192.  VF-35  (ANACS 

Cache).  Medium  gray  surfaces . 795.00 

This  variety,  long  a  numismatic  favorite,  is  the  result  of  a  die  flaw 
after  the  final  A  in  AMERICA,  not  the  result  of  a  diecutting  error 


1800  BB-194.  Dotted  Date.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Nicely 
struck.  Much  original  lustre  still  remains.  1,995.00 

The  dotted  date  feature,  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  is  from 
some  interesting  die  flaws  in  the  date  area  of  the  coin;  these 
appear  as  tiny  raised  “islands.” 

1801  BB-21 1.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  golden 

toning.  Scarce . 825.00 

Superb  1802  $1 


1802  BB-242.  R-4+.  EF-45.  Light  golden  and  gras- 
toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date .  2,995.00 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1845  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  dates  of  the 
era . 795.00 

On  the  rim  at  the  first  star  is  an  interesting  die  break  of  the 
cud  type,  not  extending  into  the  denticles  (no  extra  premium 
charged  for  this;  just  interesting  to  mention). 


Important  1848  Dollar 


1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  Another 
quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We  believe 
you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  quality  of  an 
even  higher  graded  coin . 4,950.00 

Beautiful  AU  1855  $1  Rarity 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces,  somewhat 
prooflike  if  viewed  at  a  certain  angle  to  the  light.  A 
great  rarity  in  all  grades,  indeed  a  numismatic 
classic  that  was  recognized  as  such  shortly  after  it 
was  made . . . 5,650.00 

Rare  1855  Dollar 


1855  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  One 
of  the  most  important  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  in 
the  series .  2,950.00 

Although  it  has  been  somewhat  overlooked  by  modern 
cataloguers  (for  few  exist,  or  are  even  seen,  in  Mint  State 


investment  grade  ),the  1855  is  a  prime  rarity  at  any  condition 
level.  It  is  believed  that  most  were  shipped  to  China  in  exchange 
for  goods  there,  in  the  era  before  the  U.S.  trade  dollar  became  a 
reality  (in  1873). 

In  the  cradle  days  of  numismatics,  in  the  late  1 850s  and  early 
1860s,  within  a  decade  of  its  striking,  the  1855  was  recognized 
as  a  rarity.  Since  then,  it  has  received  little  notice  in  print,  due 
probably  to  the  paucity  of  specimens  on  the  market.  For  a 
detailed  discussion  see  Dave  Bowers’  book,  United  States  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  An 
ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade,  high 
rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal— all  you  could 
desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The  1858  stands 
alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia  Mint  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  struck  only  in  Proof  finish;  no  examples  were 

ever  made  for  circulation .  11 ,500.00 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure  is 
approximately  one-third  that  of  the  famous  1895  Proof  Morgan 
dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier,  attrition  has 
increased  the  difference  even  more. 

1 859-0 AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  somewhat  prooflike 
surfaces.  Exceptionally  nice  quality  at  this  grade 
level.  Popular  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  .  795.00 

Choice  Proof  1871  $1 

1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with  a  hint 
of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this!  ....  2,850.00 

Rare  1872-CC  Dollar 


1872-CC  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Reverse  is  VF.  An  attractive  example  of  this  key 

issue . 2,495.00 

1 872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attractive. 
Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally 
retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark  is  seen 
at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed . 925.00 

The  1 872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  of  just  four  dates  coined 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series,  and  is  on 


just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1 870-S  is  a  legendary  rarity, 
and  the  1 873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and  the  only  available  San 
Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style. 

Morgan  Dollars 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Morgan  silver 
dollars  (minted  from  1878  to  1921)  are  number  one 
on  the  popularity  list  with  our  clients.  And,  no  won¬ 
der.  Of  the  1 00  or  so  standard  varieties  listed  in  the 
Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins,  dozens  of  different  varieties 
can  be  bought  in  Mint  State  for  less  than  $100  each, 
and  many  other  choice  pieces  can  be  acquired  in  the 
$100  to  $1,000  range. 

Ifyou  would  like  to  begin  a  set  of  Morgan  dollars,  we 
offer  you  several  suggestions: 

1 .  Buy  one  each  of  as  many  different  coins  as  you  can 
afford,  in  grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  The  pieces 
you  obtain  from  us  will  be  of  choice,  selected  quality, 
lustrous,  and  guaranteed  to  please! 

2.  Buy  one  each  as  above,  but  limit  your  expenditure  to, 
say,  $200  per  coin.  It  is  surprising  how  many  different 
dates  and  mintmarks  you  will  be  able  to  acquire! 

3.  Start  a  collection  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars 
minted  1878  to  1885  and  again  from  1889  to  1893. 
We  like  these  a  lot,  and  believe  that  the  market  prices 
are  really  attractive.  Within  the  Carson  City  series,  a 
good  way  to  begin  is  to  get  one  each  of  1882-CC, 
1883-CC,  and  1884-CC.  We  have  brilliant,  frosty 
specimens  in  stock  ready  for  immediate  shipment. 

4.  Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  collections 
assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  pleased  with  the 
quality,  value  for  the  price  paid,  and  the  selection  we 
make  for  you. 

Each  coin  will  be  brilliant,  frosty,  choice,  and  aes¬ 
thetically  desirable!  Each  set  will  save  you  a  lot  ofwork, 
and  is  yours  at  a  discount,  too!  No  wonder  they  are  so 
popular  with  our  clients! 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  450.00 
1878  7Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 145.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 63.00 

1 878-S  to  1 882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  7  pieces. 
AU  to  MS-62,  representing  the  first  seven  dates 
from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  custom  plastic 
display  holder.  The  five  coins  dated  1 878-S  through 

1 882- S  average  MS-62;  and  the  two  coins  dated 

1 883- S  and  1 884-S  are  AU-50  to  AU-53.  Ask  for 

“Early  San  Francisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set”  when 
ordering . 495.00 

1 878- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1 879- 0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel 

lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice! . 579.00 

The  first  New  Orleans  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878  (2nd  Reverse,  with  parallel 
top  arrow  feather).  MS-62.  Brilliant . 139.00 

The  1 879-S  with  2nd  Reverse  is  much  rarer  than  the  usually 
seen  3rd  Reverse  (with  slanting  top  leather).  It  is  believed  that  the 
majority  of  extant  pieces  on  the  market  today  came  from  the 
LaVere  Redfield  hoard  dispersed  in  1976. 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  2nd  Reverse  MS-62 
(PCGS) . 139.00 
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News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


WOMEN  WANTED  (and  other  observations):  A  recent 
survey  taken  by  Coin  News  magazine,  published  in  England, 
noted  this:  “Our  readership  is  overwhelmingly  male  (about 
99%),  but  we  were  intrigued  to  learn  that  the  majority  of  the 
readership  falls  into  the  30-50  age  group.  Somehow,  we  had 
imagined  an  older  readership,  so  this  is  particularly  heartening 
to  discover  a  preponderance  of  younger  readers  swelling  the 
numbers.  That  alone  augurs  well  for  the  continuing  strength 
of  our  great  hobby. ...” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

PAWN  SHOP  OPPORTUNITY:  A 

recent  issue  of  BIZ  magazine  noted  that 
there  are  20,000  pawnshops  in  the  United 
States,  but  only  35  in  Mexico.  This  same 
issue  told  about  a  “headache-proof’  vodka 
called  Skyy  (this  is  not  a  typographical 
error — there  are  actually  two“y”s). 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

HEADLINE  seen  recently  on  the  cover 
of  Boatingmagaz'me.  “Quit  your  job!  Make 
$$$  fishing!” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

THE  LATEST  NEWS  on  the  defense 
front:  “For  more  than  ayear  now,  alert  readers 
have  been  sending  me  alarming  newspaper 
articles  about  the  ‘Potato  Gun,’  a  bazooka- 
size  device  that  can  shoot  a  potato  several 
hundred  yards  at  speeds  of  up  to  1 ,000  feet 
per  second.  An  ordinary  potato,  on  its  own, 
will  rarely  travel  more  than  four  feet  per  day, 
even  during  the  height  of  the  mating  sea¬ 
son... (Dave  Barry  in  the  International  Herald  Tribune) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

KEITH  ZANER  recently  said  this  in  Coin  World:  “The 
Morgan  dollar  series  is  experiencing  activity  among  collectors. 
One  major  reason  for  this  demand  is  the  attractive  current 
values  of  most  dates  in  the  series.  Collectors  are  trying  to 
complete  sets  from  1878-1921,  and  that’s  no  easy  task. . . .  The 
price  of  many  Morgan  dollars  has  become  much  more  reason¬ 
able  for  collectors,  even  in  gem  Mint  State  65  condition.  Yet, 
this  is  only  true  of  the  common  dates.  These  coins  can  be 
purchased  in  this  grade  near  the  $100  level.” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WE  WONDER  what  was  inside:  The  following  was  seen 


recently  on  the  cover  of  an  envelope  sent  to  us, 
but  we  don’t  know  what  was  inside  as  we  fol¬ 
lowed  the  instructions  implicitly:  “Interested  in 
a  thought-provoking  magazine  about  writers 
and  writing?  YOU  ARE?  Then  you  can  THROW 
AWAY  THIS  ENVELOPE  because  GRANTA, 
Britain’s  best  selling  literary  magazine,  is  edited 
by  people  who  don’t  like  literature.” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WE  WEREN’T  AWARE  that  the  excellent 
magazine,  COINage,  is  the  largest  such  publica¬ 
tion  in  numismatics,  until  we  came  across  men¬ 
tion  of  this  in  a  deck-card  mailing  sent  out  by 
Coin  World.  This  prompts  us  to  say  “thank  you” 
here  to  COINage  editor  Kari  Stone,  who  re¬ 
cently  sent  us  a  free  subscription  to  Rock  &  Gem 
magazine  (which  Miller  Publications,  progeni¬ 
tor  of  COINage,  also  produces). 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

NICE  ARTICLE  recently  in  the  Maine  Antique  Digest,  by 
David  Hewett  on  an  auction  in  Cornish,  NH,  of  the  estate  of 
Margaret  and  Paul  Saint-Gaudens.  Paul  is  the  nephew  of 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  the  sculptor  whom  numismatists 
remember  for  the  illustrious  $  1 0  and  $20  gold  coinage  of  1 907. 
It  turns  out  (at  least  ^weren’t  aware  of  it  before,  although  it 

could  have  been  well  known  in 
the  art  world)  that  Paul  “fol¬ 
lowed  his  uncles  and  parents  into 
the  artistic  world;  he  made  stu¬ 
dio  pottery,  including  tableware, 
medallions  [italics  ours] ,  and  other 
small  sculptures.”  Some  works 
by  Annetta  Saint-Gaudens,  wife 
of  Augustus’  brother,  Louis,  were 
in  the  same  sale,  including  terra¬ 
cotta  and  bronze  medallions.  Your 
editor  has  forwarded  a  copy  of 
the  Hewett  article  to  David 
Schenkman,  editor  of  the  Token 
and  Medal  Society  Journal  with 
the  suggestion  that  these  Saint- 
Gaudens  medals,  but  not  by 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  might 
make  a  nice  story. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

RETURN  TO  19TH-CEN¬ 
TURY  TRADITION  is  noted 
on  the  reverse  of  the  1 994  Capi¬ 
tol  Bicentennial  silver  dollar.  The  heraldic  eagle,  surrounded 
with  various  devices,  is  very  attractive  and  is  the  work  of  engraver 
John  Mercanti.  However,  it  seems  to  us  that  we  just  celebrated 
the  U.S.  Capitol  building  via  the  Congress  Bicentennial  coinage 
of  1989,  which  featured  Capitol  motifs  on  three  different 
denominations.  However,  it  can  be  said  that  the  1994  coin  is 
different  (and  in  our  view  one  of  the  most  attractive  commemo- 
ratives  of  modern  times). 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

ABOUT  THE  MCMVII  (1907)  GOLD  COIN:  “The 
High  Relief  $20  is  the  quintessential  type  coin.  It  must  be  in 
every  20th-century  type  set,  and  every  gold  type  set.  It  is 
beautiful  almost  beyond  description,  and  if  you  want  the  design 
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type  in  High  Relief,  this  is  your  only  opportunity.  And  while  rare,  it 
is  certainly  obtainable."  (from  The  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

HOW  DID  THAT  HAPPEN?:  “Typically  called  anthropomor¬ 
phic  test  devices,  crash  test  dummies  are  helping  car  makers  sell  safety. 
One  prototype  is  pregnant.”  {USA  Today) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  NICE  ARTICLE  by  Scott  Travers  in  COIN age  Magazine,  in 
which  he  posed  the  question,  “Can  you  still  hope  for  that  surprise 
treasure?”  relating  to  coins  found  in  circulation.  He  points  out  that 
the  1970-S  Small  Date  Lincoln  cent,  1972  Doubled  Die  Lincoln 
cent,  1983  Doubled  Die  Lincoln  cent,  1984  Double  Die  Lincoln 
cent,  1982  Roosevelt  dime  without  P  mintmark,  1989  Washington 
quarter  without  P  mintmark,  and  several  other  varieties  can  indeed 
be  found  today  if  you  are  lucky  enough.  Time  was  when  one  could 
find  the  most  desired  of  all  American  numismatic  treasures,  the 
1909-S  V.D.B.  cent,  in  circulation  or  at  least 
“theoretically”  one  could,  although  I  am  not  sure 
many  people  ever  did. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

TYPOS:  While  reading  an  old  military  ac¬ 
count  the  other  day,  your  editor  came  across  a  note 
that  America  was  “losing  ground  in  the  air  war,” 
and,  in  another  paragraph,  the  Army  had  “unin¬ 
formed  soldiers.”  Hopefully,  even  though  these 
latter  soldiers  may  have  been  completely  clueless, 
they  were  still  dressed  in  proper  military  attire! 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

HASN’T  CHANGED:  The  Farmer’s  Almanac 
avoids  mentioning  politics.  Explained  a  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  publication:  “The  last  time  we  men¬ 
tioned  politics  was  in  1824.  At  that  time  we  said 
Congress  talked  too  much  and  spent  too  much. 

We  haven’t  found  it  necessary  to  make  an  utter¬ 
ance  since.”  (From  Bits  and  Pieces) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  NEW  COLOR  in  the  Dutch  Boy  Paint  line, 

“City  Smog,”  a  lovely  gray. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

HUMOR  1 868  style:  A  young  stockbroker  having  married  a  fat  old 
widow  with  $100,000,  says  it  wasn’t  his  wife’s  face  that  attracted  him 
as  much  as  the  figure.  ”  {Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Newspaper,  October, 
1 868)  In  the  same  issue,  the  editor  mused  that  veal  meat  was  now  called 
“unfinished  beef’  and  suggested  that  lamb  could  be  called  “incipient 
mutton”  and  suckling  pig,  “premonitory  pork.” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

COLLECTORS  OF  PATTERN  COINS  will  recognize  the  term 
oroide,  an  alloy  used  in  the  1860s  as  an  experimental  substitute  for 
bronze.  Recently,  we  came  across  an  advertisement  from  1 868  for  the 
Oroide  Gold  Watch  Company,  78  Nassau  Street,  New  York  City.  The 
case  was  described  as  being  made  of  genuine  “oroide  gold,  ”  and  stated 
that  it  had  the  style,  finish  and  color  of  1 8  karat  gold,  “a  facsimile  of  the 
most  rare  and  costly  description  of  gold  watches.” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

VICE-PRESIDENT  AL  GORE:  What  does  he  have  in  common 
with  a  number  of  Bowers  and  Merena  staffers,  including  your  editor: 
“He  loves  to  show  off  his  Macintosh  laptop  computer,”  according  to 
a  recent  issue  of  Forbes  magazine. 


FROM  A  COLUMN,  “Coin  Market  Insider’s  Report  by  David 
L.  Ganz  in  a  recent  issue  of  COINage  magazine:  “Moving  ahead: 
Plans  to  restore  the  Old  Granite  Lady,’  the  former  San  Francisco 
Mint . . .  President  Clinton  signed  legislation  Aug.  1 8  to  earmark  $  1 8 
million  in  funds  for  restoration  .  .  .  Additional  monies  are  required 
to  make  a  museum  .  .  .  Local  San  Francisco  residents  are  promoting 
a  numismatic  Mecca  for  the  West.  However,  at  present  the  project 
is  on  “hold.” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  FEW  YEARS  AGO  we  had  never  heard  of  a  fax  machine,  and  now 
it  is  one  of  the  busiest  things  around  our  office — scarcely  five  minutes 
go  by  without  a  message  arriving  from  somewhere.  Then  there  is  the 
matter  of  an  ATM  machine.  Your  editor  has  never  used  one  of  these, 
but  apparently  they  are  essential,  as  revealed  in  a  recent  news  item  about 
a  town  in  New  Hampshire  some  1 00  miles  away  from  here:  “Lancaster, 
the  seat  of  New  Hampshire  s  northernmost  county,  is  finally  getting  a 

money  machine  after  media  stories  de¬ 
scribed  the  inconveniences  and  embar¬ 
rassment  faced  by  the  community  because 
the  town  lacked  an  ATM.”  {New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Business  Review) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

IF  YOU  ARE  INTERESTED  in 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars  1807-1836  as 
well  as  other  United  States  coins  bearing 
the  portrait  done  by  Mint  Engraver  John 
Reich,  you  may  wish  to  send  $20  to  obtain 
a  30-page  monograph,  including  25  pages 
of  illustrations,  on  Reich’s  life  ( 1 767- 
1832)  privately  published  by  Stewart 
Witham,  104  North  Circle  Drive  SW, 
North  Canton,  OH  44709  (we  have  no 
connection  with  this  offer,  except  to  say 
we  enjoy  our  copy.) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

COUNTERSTAMP  NEWS:  Your 
editor  has  collected  counterstamped  U.S. 
large  cents  (minted  1793-1857)  with 
merchants’  names,  political  slogans,  and  the  like,  for  quite  a  few  years 
now.  My  interest  has  not  extended  to  counterstamped  Indian  cents  and 
counterstamped  Lincoln  cents.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  latter 
are  still  being  created,  per  a  recent  advertisement  received  from  Sears 
&  Roebuck,  offering  50  Lincoln  cents,  each  one  counterstamped  with 
the  “outline  and  initials  of  a  different  state  .  .  .  from  Alabama  to 
Wyoming.”  Although  the  brochure  reaching  me  showed  a  bunch  of 
cents  dated  1987,  the  advertisement  noted  “your  choice  of  dates,  1992, 
1993,  or  1994”  at  $17.50  per  set. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

COMMENT  from  Donn  Pearlman  in  a  review  of  the  ANA 
Convention:  “World  Mint  Council  hears  about  sale  of  more  than 
400,000  Marshall  Islands  Elvis  Presley  commemorative  brass 
coins.  (U.S.  Mint  can’t  duplicate  feat:  No  living  persons  can 
appear  on  United  States  coins — everyone  knows  Elvis  still  lives.)” 
U.S.  Treasurer  Mary  Ellen  Withrow  tells  Citizens  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coin  Advisory  Committee:  ‘I  always  wanted  a  job  where 
people  wanted  my  autograph!  Mint  Director  Philip  Diehl  good- 
naturedly  admits,  “afr^r  six  months  on  the  job,  I’m  finally  able  to 
pronounce  the  w  -  numismatist. ’”  (  The  Numismatist) 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  104 


Page  3  7 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  2nd  Reverse  MS-60 
(PCGS).  Prooflike  reverse  with  light  golden 

toning . 1 19.00 

1 8^9-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1879-S  MS-64 . 69.00 

1879-S  MS-63 . 44.00 

1879- S  MS-62 . 29.00 

1880  MS-63 . 56.00 

1880  MS-62 . 29.00 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Whenever  we  see  a  sharply  struck  gem  such  as  this, 
we  buy  it! . 640.00 

This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce 


issue . 309.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 309.00 

1880-CC  3rd  Reverse,  8/7  in  date.  MS-64. .  269.00 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225.00 

1880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189.00 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1880-0  VAM-la.  MS-63.  This  is  the  “Hangnail” 
variety  (FS#  $1-005.1)  as  described  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Cherrypicker’s  Guide  (available  from 

our  Publications  Department) . 440.00 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  Uncirculated 

grades.  Lustrous . 125.00 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1880- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1881- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250.00 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 225.00 

1881-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34.00 

1881-S  MS-64 . 69.00 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 

coins  in  the  set . 44.00 

1881- S  MS-62 . 29.00 

1882- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1882-O/S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1883- S  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue . 575.00 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 23.00 

1884- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1884-0  MS-62 . 29.00 

1884- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 265.00 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1885- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295.00 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1885-0  MS-64, . 69.00 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1885- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1 886  MS-62 .  29.00 

1886- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 459.00 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1886-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165.00 


1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1887  MS-64 . 69.00 

1887  MS-63 . 44.00 

1887  MS-62 . 29.00 

1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1888- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1889- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135.00 


Gem  1890-CC  Dollar 


1890-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  gem  surfaces 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  in 
every  respect.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 


really  gorgeous  1890-CC,  this  is  it! . 3,850.00 

1890-CC  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant . 279.00 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279.00 

1890- CC  Tail  Bar  variety.  EF-45 . 95.00 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1891- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  345.00 


Magnificent,  Sharp  1891-0  Dollar 


1891-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  and,  as 
such,  a  prime  rarity.  Years  ago,  Wayne  Miller  was 
among  the  first  to  recognize  that  this  issue  nearly 
always  is  poorly  struck,  with  very  weak  definition 
of  detail.  The  presently  offered  coin  is  a  magnifi¬ 
cent,  marvelous  exception,  with  needle-sharp 
delineation  of  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  and  excel¬ 
lent  definition  of  other  characteristics  as  well.  The 
connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  important  oppor¬ 
tunity . 6,350.00 

In  The  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Textbook,  p.  130  discusses 
the  striking  situation  in  detail.  As  related  in  Q.  David  Bowers' 
Umted  States  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  the  1891-0  has  the  interesting  distinction  of  being 
the  only  Morgan  dollar  variety  struck  under  three  different 
enabling  acts.  Some  specimens  are  made  from  mcltcd-down 
trade  dollars! 


1892  MS-64.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint 


issues  of  the  era . 650.00 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Very  sharply  struck.  Brilliant.  Scarce 

Carson  City  issue . 850.00 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695.00 

1892-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 225.00 

1892-0  EF-45 . 25.00 


1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,750.00 


1892- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original  mint 

lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity .  1 ,750.00 

1893  MS-64 .  1,475.00 

1 893  MS-6 1 .  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just  a  hint  of 

pale  gold  at  the  obverse  rims . 409.00 

1893- CC  MS-60  PL  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  sur¬ 
faces  and  lightly  frosted  motifs .  1,495.00 

1893-S  F- 12.  Attractively  toned . 975.00 

1 893- S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare  and 

desirable  branch  mint  issue . 725.00 

1 894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues  in 

the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main . 665.00 

1894  VF-30.  Rose  toning  highlights  on  silver  gray 
surfaces . 295.00 

1894- S  MS-63.  Brilliant ,  lustrous.  Scarce. ..  895.00 

1 894- S  MS-62.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of  one 
of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  Quality!  ...  539.00 

1895- 0  AU-55.  A  scarce  and  desirable  branch  mint 


issue  whose  value  grows  considerably  in  grades 

above  this.  Lustrous .  1 ,250.00 

1895-0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue.  ..935.00 

1895-0  EF-40 .  195.00 

1895-0  VF-30 . 1 35.00 

1895- 0  VF-20 .  125.00 

1896- 0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray. ..  850.00 

The  1 896-0  is  one  of  the  rarities  of  the  scries  in  a  grade  such 
as  this.  However,  in  circulated  grades  the  issue  is  plentiful. 

1896-0  AU-58 .  259.00 

1896-0  AU-55.  Some  lustre  still  remains....  190.00 
1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119.00 


1897-0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 
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scarce  at  this  level .  1,395.00 

1897-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  remark¬ 
ably  smooth  fields  for  the  grade.  Scarce  and 
desirable  New  Orleans  Mint  issue .  1,395.00 

1897-0  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue . 825.00 

1897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  Mint 
State .  595.00 

1897- 0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  Mint  State. 

Lustrous  surfaces  and  a  very  nice  coin  for  the 
grade .  595.00 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 270.00 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that  at 
one  time  the  1 898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  foremost 
rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  universe  of 
Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 

1899- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285.00 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1900  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 235.00 

1900- O/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  this 

high  grade .  1,450.00 

1900-O/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant.,  beautiful . 579.00 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 375.00 

1901  Proof  Rarity 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  speci- 


men  of  the  second  scarcest  (after  1895)  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar  in  higher  grades. 
As,  for  all  practical  purposes,  Mint  State  coins 
are  unavailable,  this  Proof  will  enable  you  to 
make  an  “end  run”  and  obtain  a  nice  specimen 
for  reasonable  cost .  2,750.00 

1901  Dollar 

1901  MS-62 .  3,500.00 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 675.00 

1901  AU-53 . 275.00 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1901-0  MS-62 . 29.00 

1902  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1903-S  EF-45.  A  scarce  San  Francisco  Morgan  dollar 

issue.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  under 

medium  golden  surfaces . 425.00 

1903-S  EF-40 . 350.00 

1903- S  VF-20 . 75.00 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 77.00 

1904- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 


1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

Splendid  1904-S  Rarity 


MORGAN  DOLLARS 
HERE  WE  GO! 

Here  is  a  nice  way  to  start  yourself  or  a  relative 
(a  son  or  daughter  seeking  something  fascinating 
to  get  involved  in?)  on  America’s  most  popular 
coin  series,  Morgan  silver  dollars  minted  1878  to 
1921. 

I  have  picked  out  several  options. 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-A:  San  Francisco  Trio: 
Choice  MS-63,  brilliant  and  frosty  speci¬ 
mens,  one  each  of  these  early  San  Francisco 
Mint  issues:  1880-S,  1881  -S,  and  1882-S: 
$125.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-B:  Five  San  Francisco 
Gems!  Choice  MS-64,  well  struck,  frosty, 
brilliant!  One  each  of  1878-S,  1879-S,  1880- 
S,  1881  -S,  and  1882-S  representing  the  first 
five  dates  in  the  series.  $319.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-C:  San  Francisco  Gor¬ 
geous  Gem  Trio:  Superb  MS-65  gems,  dates 
as  above:  1880-S,  1881  -S ,  and  1882-S: 
$419.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-D:  Gem  Carson  City  duo! 
Choice  MS-64,  as  brilliant  and  frosty  as  you’ll 
find  anywhere!  Gems!  One  each  of  1 883-CC 
and  1884-CC.  $189.00 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  fields  with 
a  hint  of  toning.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  variety.  Ideal  for  a  high-grade  collec¬ 
tion . 2,850.00 

1904-S  AU-55.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Key  issue.695.00 

1904-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 619.00 

1904-S  VF-35 . 119.00 

1904-S  VF-30 . 85.00 

1921  MS-64 . 36.00 

1921  MS-63 . 22.00 

1921  MS-62 . 20.00 

1921-D  MS-63,  prooflike  (NGC) . 275.00 


Limit: 

One  per  buyer. 


♦  Box  Special  No.  3-E:  Way  Down  Yonder  in 
New  Orleans!  Choice  MS-63  specimens  of 
three  different  New  Orleans  Mint  dollars 
from  the  early  years:  1883-0,  1884-0,  and 
1885-0.  $125.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-F:  Gem  New  Orleans 
threesome!  Set  of  three  as  preceding,  but  gem 
MS-64.  One  each  of  1883-0,  1884-0,  and 
1885-0.  $195.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-G:  Six  later  gems!  A  nice 
group  to  go  with  any  of  the  preceding  sets. 
You  get  six  gem  MS-64  coins,  very  brilliant, 
frosty,  and  beautiful,  of  these  issues:  1886, 
1887, 1898-0, 1899-0, 1902-0,  and  1904- 
O.  $389.00 

♦  Box  Special  No.  3-H:  A  month  of  reading 
pleasure  about  silver  dollars!  With  your  or¬ 
der  for  one  or  more  of  the  above  Box  Specials 
on  Morgan  dollars  you  may  order  for  just 
$100  (plus  $7  packing  and  shipping)  the 
best-selling  two-volume  set,  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  Over  2,000  pages  of 
reading!  Lots  of  illustrations.  Enough  infor¬ 
mation  to  make  you  an  expert.  The  regular 
list  price  for  the  set  is  $  1 49  (plus  $7  shipping). 

All  coins  are  choice  and  are  guaranteed  to 
please.  All  coins  are  PCGS  or  NGC  and  are 
hand  selected  for  quality. 
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Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of 
Morgan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-63  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand-picked 
by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the 
finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price 
paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build  an 
award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$79 

$199 

1878  7/8  TF 

115 

450 

1878  7  TF 

135 

1878-CC 

225 

1878-S 

42 

69 

$325 

1879 

44 

120 

1879-0 

199 

579 

1879-S 

44 

69 

149 

1880 

56 

139 

1880-CC 

225 

269 

649 

1880-0 

440 

1695 

1880-S 

44 

69 

149 

1881 

44 

1881-CC 

250 

259 

459 

188 1  -S 

44 

69 

149 

1882 

44 

69 

509 

1882-CC 

89 

109 

269 

1882-0 

95 

925 

1882-S 

44 

69 

149 

1883 

44 

69 

155 

1883-CC 

76 

99 

247 

1883-0 

44 

69 

209 

1884 

44 

69 

315 

1884-CC 

79 

97 

275 

1884-0 

44 

69 

149 

1885 

44 

69 

149 

1885-CC 

265 

295 

560 

1885-0 

44 

69 

149 

1886 

44 

69 

149 

1886-S 

295 

675 

1887 

44 

69 

149 

1887-0 

475 

1887-S 

190 

|  1888 

44 

69 

235 

1888-0 

44 

69 

539 

1889 

44 

69 

435 

1889-0 

259 

665 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1889-S 

$235 

$385 

1890 

44 

219 

1890-CC 

445 

850 

$3850 

1890-0 

75 

225 

1890-S 

69 

219 

1891 

175 

745 

1891-CC 

345 

750 

1891-0 

895 

6350 

1892-CC 

1350 

1892-0 

635 

1896 

44 

69 

219 

1896-S 

1525 

1897 

44 

69 

1897-S 

62 

95 

599 

1898 

69 

1898-0 

44 

69 

149 

1898-S 

539 

1899 

115 

195 

650 

1899-0 

44 

69 

149 

1899-S 

539 

1900 

44 

69 

1900-0 

44 

69 

149 

1900-O/CC 

385 

579 

1450 

1900-S 

375 

1901-0 

44 

69 

265 

1902 

119 

665 

1902-0 

44 

69 

169 

1902-S 

579 

1903 

79 

269 

1903-0 

225 

435 

1904 

640 

1904-0 

44 

69 

149 

1904-S 

2850 

1921  Morgan 

36 

150 

1921-D 

69 

465 

1921-S 

175 

Peace  Dollars 

Peace  dollars,  minted  1921  to  1935,  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  American  coins,  especially  if  in 
carefully  selected  grades  of  MS-63  to  MS-65.  We 
present  an  extensive  selection  of  quality  coins  for  your 
consideration. 

We  urgently  want  to  buy  Peace  dollars.  If  you  have 
a  choice  Mint  State  set,  give  us  a  chance  on  it! 


1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275.00 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1 92 1 ,  and  unlike  the  regular  1 922  issue. 
In  terms  of  absolute  rarity,  the  1922  High  Relief 
eclipses  the  famous  1 804  silver  dollar.  The  present 
specimen  is  beautiful  in  its  appearance,  and  of 
unquestioned  rarity  and  desirability.  ..  49,500.00 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck,  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition,  R.W. 
Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Relief 
dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not  released. 
One  worn  example  is  known,  and  may  be  from  the  business 
strike  production. 


1922  MS-63 . 26.00 

1922  MS-62 . 18.00 

1923  MS-63 . 26.00 

1923  MS-62 . 18.00 


1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  gem 

specimen .  1,695.00 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny,  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central  de¬ 
vices . 450.00 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189.00 

1925- S  AU-55 . 34.00 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant .  525.00 

1926- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225.00 

1927- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer 

issues  in  the  series  (despite  the  current  low  price!) 
Only  six  pieces  remain  in  our  stock . 155.00 

1927- D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 

been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre  and 
quality  from  a  small  hoard  that  was  auctioned  at 
Sotheby’s  three  years  ago.  If  you  are  seeking  a 
specimen  of  this  rare  date,  we  know  you’ll  be 
delighted!  Fewer  than  a  dozen  remain  in  our  stock. 
They  are  Going  Once!  Going  Twice!  And,  soon 
they’ll  be  Gone! . 145.00 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  satiny 
surface  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest  mintage 

regular  issue  in  the  series . 395.00 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  grade.  1,295.00 


Page  40 


Rare  Coin  Renew  No.  104 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265.00 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 495.00 

1934-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and  with  nearly  full 
original  lustre . 495.00 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 495.00 

1935- S  3  Rays  above  eagle’s  tail.  AU-50 . 76.00 

1934-S  AU-58 . 99.00 


Peace  Dollars 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the 
finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$275 

$495 

1922 

26 

52 

$189 

1922-D 

40 

70 

590 

1922-S 

1995 

1923 

26 

52 

189 

1923-D 

1695 

1923-S 

..58 

1924 

32 

220 

1924-S 

1250 

1925 

30 

189 

1925-S 

695 

1926 

70 

525 

1926-D 

795 

1926-S 

210 

1125 

1927 

360 

1927-D 

220 

715 

1928 

395 

1928-S 

360 

1295 

1934 

265 

1935 

189 

1935-S 

265 

395 

Trade  Dollars 

Trade  dollars,  minted  for  circulation  from  1873- 
1878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish  after  that,  are  a  very 
attractive  series  offering  many  purchase  opportuni¬ 
ties.  The  history  of  this  series  is  ably  chronicled  in  The 
UnitedStates  Trade  Do  liar  (John  M.  Willem)  now  out 
of  print.  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
contains  detailed  studies  on  each  date  and  mintmark 
issue  of  trade  dollars  coupled  together  with  much 
historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of  the 
business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873  through 
1878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from  1873  to 
1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins,  heavier  than 


a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impressive  display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends 
below  LIBERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends 
below  LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under 
eagle’s  claw. 

Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under 
eagle’s  claw. 

1873  Proof-61  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  today,  the  1873  is  the 
rarest  date  of  all  Proof  trade  dollars  from  1873  through  1883 
inclusive. 

1873  MS-61.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning.  A  superb 

specimen  from  the  first  year  of  issue . 995.00 

Although  the  1873  trade  dollars  were  legal  tender  when 
issued  (and  remained  so  until  July  22,  1876,  nearly  all  were 
shipped  to  China,  where,  in  turn,  most  were  melted.  The  same 
scenario  fits  the  branch  mint  trade  dollars  of  1 873  and  all  trade 
dollars  of  1874. 

1874  Proof-60  (PCGS) .  1,350.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  in  collections  today,  the 
1 874  is  the  second  rarest  ( 1 873  is  rarest)  Proof  trade  dollar  of  the 
1873  to  1883  dates. 

Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly  toned 
specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a  rarity  at  the 
MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we  have  seen  in  MS- 
64  in  the  past  1 0  years.  The  trade  dollar  specialist 
will  enjoy  owning  this  one . 4,995.00 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  mintmarked 
trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples  were  rapidly 
circulated  in  America  and,  especially,  in  the  Orient. 


1874-S  Large  Mintmark 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S . 2,650.00 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S . 625.00 

1874- S  VE-30.  Three  obverse  chopmarks,  plus  one 

on  the  reverse . 95.00 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the 
harder- to-find  issues  in  Proofformat.  Lightly  toned 
and  very  attractive . 2,495.00 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 1,195.00 

QUALITY!  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  In  that  way,  your  first 
cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have  been  delivering  our 1 
coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since  wc  ted 


business  in  1953,  and  in  the  process  have  built  what  is  probably 
America's  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership. 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncompro¬ 
mising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as  the  day 
of  minting  graces  pale  gold  surfaces.  If  you  are 
seeking  a  superb  trade  dollar  for  your  collection, 

your  search  might  end  right  here! .  3,350.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning .  1,095.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning .  1,095.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Scarce  as  a  date, 
more  so  than  is  generally  recognized.  ..  2,095.00 
1876  Type  I/II.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  somewhat 
prooflike  surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  A 


beauty!  . 795.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Gray  surfaces . 275.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1876-CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
prooflike  specimen.  Very  scarce  in  higher 
grades .  1,395.00 


Gem  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,950.00 


Superb  1876-S 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  coin! . 2,950.00 

1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Light  toning  over  frosty  and 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  appealing  coin.  695.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 69 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1 876-S  ~  I/II.  MS-61 . 725.00 

1  Type  I/ll.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 325.00 

wo-S  Type  I/II.  VF-30.  Two  chopmarks  are  on  the 
obverse,  two  on  the  reverse . 99.00 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 04 


Page  4 1 


UNITED  STATES  SILVED  COINS 


lS^h-S  Tvpc  11/11.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 675.00 

lS^h-S  Type  11/11.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 495.00 


1877  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Important  for  its  low  mint¬ 
age,  the  1877  has  always  been  considered  a  key 
date  in  Proof  format .  1,995.00 

The  formation  of  a  complete  set  of  Proof  trade  dollars 
containing  one  of  each  date  from  1 873  through  1883,  11  coins 
in  all,  is  eminently  affordable,  and  will  reward  the  seeker  with  one 
of  the  most  splendid  collections  of  dollar-size  coins  in  the 
American  series.  This  listing  of  trade  dollars  gives  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  begin. 


1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous...  1,695.00 

1877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it  is 
much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in  higher 


grades .  1,695.00 

1877  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695.00 

1877  AU-55 .  325.00 


Fl'wbl 


1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,650.00 

1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A  nice 

candidate  for  a  type  set . 735.00 

1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 625.00 
1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 275.00 


Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64.  Rareand  desirable.  First  of  the  Proof- 
only  issues . 3,450.00 

With  this  issue  begins  the  “Proof  only”  era  of  Philadelphia 
Mint  trade  dollar  coinage.  Production  was  very  limited  from  this 
point  onward,  and  examples  were  struck  only  for  collectors,  not 
for  general  circulation. 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 
1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Impor¬ 
tant  and  beautiful . 3,450.00 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray  over 
somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter  a  some¬ 
what  scarce  characteristic  for  this  issue.  1,450.00 
1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  Last 

year  of  business  strike  mintage .  1,095.00 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous .  1,095.00 

1878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 259.00 

1878-S  VF-20.  Obverse  chopmark . 95.00 


1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A 
very  popular  Proof-only  issue .  1,895.00 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever  find  in  aggrade 
of  this  popular  Proof-only  date . 3,450.00 


1880  Proof-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  despite 
some  time  seemingly  spent  in  circulation  but, 
more  likely,  simply  jingled  together  with  family 

effects  over  the  years .  1,250.00 

In  1 880,  and  for  decades  thereafter,  no  trade  dollars  circu¬ 
lated  (as  their  legal  tender  qualification  had  been  repealed  on  J  uly 
22,  1876). 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  iridescent 
toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  low-mintage  date  (1,097  struck).  6,750.00 


1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
Famous  Proof-only  date .  1,850.00 


Gone  Fishiri 


This  fish  didn’t  get  away,  but  Ray 
Merena  did  recently.  Here  he  is  fishing 
on  vacation  in  Key  West,  Florida. 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


QI  have  been  delighted  by  your  many  books  over 
the  past  few  years,  but  perhaps  your  silver  dollar 
book  is  truly  the  most  thoroughly  well-re¬ 
searched  and  interesting  of  all  your  books  to  date 
(at  least,  of  those  I’m  familiar  with).  I  yearn  for  the  time  when 
I  will  have  the  leisure  to  read  it  from  cover  to  cover.  Thank  you 
for  your  dedication  to  numismatics  and  for  your  contributions 
to  the  education  of  all  current  and  future  numismatists. 

I  also  have  some  questions  I  hope  you  could  help  me  with. 

Having  recendy  acquired  a  1799  large  cent  (unfortunately 
not  in  a  top  grade),  I  am  having  difficulty  finding  good  solid 
research  material  on  its  survival  rate  and  its  corresponding 
rarity  at  various  grade  levels,  as  well  as  survival  rates  for  top 
grades.  Given  its  status  as  a  rarity  in  the  large  cent  series,  I  am 
amazed  at  the  lack  of  pertinent  information  or  lore.  (Perhaps 
this  is  just  a  matter  of  my  lack  of  information  on  the  research 
field.)  Could  you  put  me  in  touch  with  relevant  and  available 
sources  which  would  address  this,  or  perhaps  respond  to  this 
in  the  Rare  Coin  Review ?  Or  personally? 

I  have  also  read  that  the  manuscript  for  a  new  book  on  large 
cents  had  been  written  by  Walter  Breen  before  his  untimely 
death.  Could  you  tell  me  of  the  status  of  that  research? — J.C. 

A  You  are  indeed  fortunate  to  include  a  1 799  large  cent 

in  your  collection,  as  these  are  very  difficult  to  locate 
in  any  grade.  Regarding  the  high-grade  coins  in 
existence,  there  are  two  1799  large  cents  that  grade 
AU-50,  based  on  grading  standards  of  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club  (EAC).  One  of  these  two  is  the  overdate  1799/8,  and  the 
other  is  the  normal  date  variety.  There  is  very  limited  information 
regarding  this  rare  issue,  with  most  of  the 
current  information  available  being  repeated 
from  previously  published  information.  I 
would  recommend  membership  in  EAC  for 
any  collector  with  an  interest  in  half  cents 
and  large  cents.  Their  journal,  Penny-Wise 
has  been  the  source  for  much  new  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  issue  and  others. 

Another  year  in  the  large  cent  series  that 
is  unknown  in  strictly  Mint  State  is  the 
1804-dated  issue,  with  the  finest  known 
grading  AU-55,  based  on  EAC  standards. 

This  does  not  take  into  account  the  so- 
called  1804  “restrike”  which  is  not  consid¬ 
ered  an  official  issue  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  These  latter  “  1 804”  pieces  are  usually 
found  in  Mint  State  condition. 

Further  regarding  EAC  grading  of  the  various  types  of  large  would  H  -  uuy  an  1 804  dollar.  The  next  time  you  offer  one 


cents: 

There  are  seven  known  Mint  State  1 793  Chain 
cents. 

The  1793  Wreath  cent  series  has  approxi¬ 
mately  30  Mint  State  examples  in  existence. 

There  is  just  one  Mint  State  1793  Liberty 
Capped  cent.  This  fabulous  coin  is  in  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  and  has  not  been  seen  for  many  years. 

In  1794,  the  Head  of  1793  type  is  represented 
by  just  three  Mint  State  examples,  while  there  are 
a  very  large  number  of  Mint  State  Head  of  1794 
coins.  Although  the  1794  Head  of  1 793  (Sheldon- 
72)  is  a  relatively  common  variety,  there  is  only 
one  example  known  in  Mint  State. 

1796  Liberty  Cap  cents  are  represented  by  14  Mint  State 
coins.  The  1796  Draped  Bust  and  the  1797  large  cents  have  a 
large  number  of  Mint  State  coins  from  the  Nichols  find,  while 
1798  is  relatively  common  in  Uncirculated  grades. 

There  are  approximately  30  Mint  State  examples  known  of 
the  1800  cent. 

For  the  year  1801,  there  are  two  dozen  Mint  State  coins 
currently  known. 

1802  is  a  rather  common  year  in  Mint  State,  with  45  coins 
known  to  exist,  while  1 803  is  represented  by  a  hoard  containing 
many  Mint  State  coins. 

There  are  fewer  than  ten  1805  large  cents  in  Mint  State  and 
six  examples  from  the  year  1 806. 

The  final  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design,  1 807,  is  represented 
by  21  Mint  State  coins. 

Specific  Condition  Census  information  is  available  for  coins 
from  the  later  years  as  well,  with  most  later  years  being  represented 
by  relatively  large  numbers  of  strictly  Mint  State  coins. 

A  few  exceptions  are  the  1813  coinage  year  which  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  just  four  Mint  State  coins,  1821  with  1 1  Mint  State 
coins  known,  1823  with  eight  coins  known  in  Mint  State 
condition  (again  not  including  the  1823  Restrike,  a  non-U. S. 
Mint  product).  The  remaining  years  are  all  represented  by  very 
large  numbers  of  Mint  State  coins.  The  Walter  Breen  manu¬ 
script  for  early  large  cents  is  currently  being  edited  by  this  author 
(Mark  Borckardt)  and  should  be  ready  for  publication  soon.  The 
discovery  of  new  large  cent  varieties  in  the  early  date  series  has 
made  the  process  of  editing  this  project  longer  than  expected. 

&  A  A 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


Q 


After  reading  your  book,  Sil¬ 
ver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia ,  l  believe  1 
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in  your  sales  I  plan  to  be  a  bidder.  At  present  1  do  not  have  any  early  date 
dollars.  I  don’t  believe  1  have  the  patience  to  collect  by  technical  die 
varieties,  but  1  would  like  to  start  working  on  a  set  of  dates  and  truly 
major  varieties.  Could  you  give  me  a  check  list  to  work  from?  — W.R.C. 

A  Here  is  what  I  would  include  in  a  set  of  major  varieties.  You 
can  finesse  this  listing  as  desired,  for  it  is  your  collection. 
Here  goes: 

1794 

1795  Flowing  Hair  (earlier  and  most  available  type) 

1795  Draped  Bust 

1796 

1797  Obverse  stars  arranged  9  left  and  7  right 
1797  Obverse  stars  arranged  10  left  and  6  right 
1798  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  15  stars,  Small  Eagle 
reverse 

1798  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  13  stars,  Small  Eagle 
reverse 

1798  Draped  Bust  obverse,  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse 
1799/8  Overdate 
1799 
1800 
1801 

1802/1  Overdate 
1802 
1803 
1804 

For  another  view  check  the  listings  in  the  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins. 

in 


QAs  I  live  in  Louisville,  I  would  like  to  buy  a  Kentucky 
token.  How  rare  are  these,  and  where  were  they 
struck?  — A.B. 

A  The  copper  Kentucky  token,  about  the  size  of  an  America 
large  cent,  was  struck  in  England  circa  1792-1796  as  part  of 
the  conder  token  series.  The  name  is  derived  from  the  reverse 
design  which  has  the  initials  of  15  states,  with  K  (for 
Kentucky)  at  the  top,  hence  “Kentucky  token.” 

Kentucky  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  the  1 5th  state  on  June  1, 
1792,  with  the  next  admission  being  Tennessee  on  June  1,  1796.  The 
range  between  the  dates  would  seem  to  establish  the  minting  time,  except 
that  news  was  often  slow  in  traveling  across  the  Atlantic,  and  dies  took 
time  to  prepare,  so  1793  to  1797  might  also  be  a  possibility.  So  far  as  is 
known,  Kentucky  tokens  never  circulated  in  your  state. 

Several  varieties  exist,  the  most  often  seen  of  which  has  a  plain  edge. 
I  would  estimate  that  several  thousand  exist,  most  being  in  grades  of  VF, 
EF,  or  AU.  I  have  never  seen  a  well-worn  one.  On  the  other  hand,  Mint 
State  pieces  come  up  for  sale  now  and  then,  and  nearly  always  have 
prooflike  surfaces. 


QI  have  been  reading  the  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newslet¬ 
ter  and  the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  and  also  Coin  World 
“Trends,”  trying  to  determine  how  much  to  pay  for 
coins.  However,  prices  often  vary  widely  and  do  not 
seem  to  have  any  consistency.  Why  is  this? 

Also,  as  a  specialist  in  Morgan  dollars,  I  have  found  that  market 
prices  are  not  always  a  guide  to  how  easy  items  are  to  find.  In  other 
words,  some  inexpensive  coins  seem  to  be  rare,  and  some  expensive 
coins  are  offered  many  times. 

What  sources  of  information  does  Bowers  and  Merena  use?  I 
realize  this  might  be  confidential  information,  and  if  you  don’t 
want  to  answer  I  will  understand.  I  do  like  your  company  and 
the  quality  of  the  Morgan  silver  dollars  you  have  been  sending 
me.  — R.S. 

A  There  is  no  single  pricing  source  that  Mark  Borckardt,  Ray 
Merena,  and  I — the  three  main  buyers  for  Bowers  and 
Merena — use  when  making  purchases.  If  there  were,  life 
would  be  oh  so  simple!  As  it  is,  we  often  exert  more  effort 
buying  coins  than  we  do  selling  them! 

In  general,  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  stock  or  for  want  lists,  we  look 
at  the  sources  you  mention,  especially  “Trends”  in  Coin  World  and.  the 
“Coin  Market”  feature  in  Numismatic  News.  In  addition,  we  rely  heavily 
upon  our  own  experience  as  to  how  common  or  rare  a  coin  is  in  a  given 
grade  and,  most  important  of  all,  the  quality  of  the  specimen  being 
offered.  All  price  guides  in  print  are  averages  or  in  the  instance  of  the 
Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  often  the  sight-unseen  bid  for  a  given 
coin.  Unfortunately,  no  guides  reflect  the  market  for  outstanding  quality 
coins. 

Other  useful  guides  are  auction  prices  realized,  the  response  we  have 
had  to  similar  coins  we  have  offered  for  sale  in  the  past,  certification 
population  reports,  and  the  Guide  Book.  As  imprecise  and  unscientific 
as  this  may  seem  to  you,  our  best  guide  is  truly  experience.  Were  it  not 
so,  filling  our  staff  with  “numismatists”  would  be  easy:  all  we  would 
have  to  do  is  hire  people  who  could  read  price  lists  and  computer 
printouts! 

To  fill  in  the  picture  more  fully,  I  mention  that  quality  is 
important  in  some  areas  of  American  numismatics  and  not  so 
important  in  others.  For  example,  if  you  want  to  buy  a  set  of  1991 
Mount  Rushmore  commemoratives,  virtually  all  offerings  on  the 
market  are  of  the  same  quality — gems  as  issued — and  you  can  do 
some  “price  shopping.”  Not  much  effort  or  expertise  is  needed 
here. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  want  to  buy  an  1891  -O  Morgan  dollar  you 
may  want  to  know  that  nearly  all  specimens  are  poorly  struck  at  the 
centers,  have  weakly  defined  feathers  on  the  eagle,  etc.  In  this  particular 
instance,  a  sharply  struck  coin  is  much  rarer  and  is  worth  a  substantial 
premium. 

In  my  recent  series  on  commemorative  half  dollars  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  I  discussed  the  various  issues  and  which  were  available  in 
excellent  grades  and  which  weren’t.  At  the  moment  I  am  working  on  the 
manuscript  covering  buying  tips  for  all  United  States  coins  and  hope  to 
have  it  ready  for  publication  by  summer. 

A  lot  of  information  about  quality  is  hardly  secret  and  can  be 
extracted  from  standard  specialized  references  such  as  the  Wright 
and  Noyes  books  on  1816-1839  large  cents,  the  David  Lawrence 
books  on  Barber  coins,  my  Encyclopedia  of  silver  dollars  and  trade 
dollars,  etc. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


We  invite  you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
your  headquarters  for  gold  coins.  Your  toll-free  call  to 
Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper  will  bring  any  item  to  your 
mailbox  by  return  mail.  In  addition,  if  you  don’t  see 
it  listed,  give  us  your  want  list.  Over  a  period  of  time 
we  have  handled  every  rarity  in  the  book! 

$  1  Gold  Pieces 

Outstanding  1851-D  Gold  $1 


1851-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  very 
beautiful.  Nicer  than  one  we  recently  saw  priced 


wholesale  at  $6,000! . 2,950.00 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  for  a  type  set .  1,895.00 


Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue. 
Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 4,400.00 

At  the  time  the  1 852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there  was  not 
a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  set  aside  ex¬ 
amples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces  slipped  unnoticed 
into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces  are  rare  at  all  levels. 
Their  survival  was  only  according  to  chance. 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58.  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Some  lightness  of  strike,  as  usual,  at  two  center 
figures,  85,  of  date .  1,495.00 

From  the  outset,  the  Mint  experienced  difficulties  in 
striking  up  the  central  features  of  the  new  Type  II  design. 
Because  of  this,  the  design  was  modified  in  1856  (to  the  Type 
III). 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58.  (PCGS)  An  especially 
sharply  struck  specimen.  You’ll  not  find  a 
nicer  quality  example  at  this  grade  level  any¬ 
where!  .  1 ,495.00 

ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW! 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free  on  coin  orders  of  $300 
or  more,  just  $10  for  orders  below  that  amount.  In  that  way  that 
special  coin  can  be  in  your  hands  just  hours  from  now! 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55.  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  mint  lustre 


still  remains.  A  frosty  beauty! . 1,145.00 

1855  Type  II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 795.00 


1855-C  EF-40.  Many  times  rarer  than  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  version .  1,950.00 

Somewhat  irregularly  struck,  as  is  true  for  all  genuine  1855- 
C  gold  dollars.  Seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 


1856  Upright  5.  MS  -63  (PCGS) .  Very  scarce  variety. 
Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 2,150.00 

First  year  of  the  Type  III  design. 


1859  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  gold 
dollar . 2,195.00 


Quarter  Eagles 


1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  surfaces. 
Early  New  Orleans  issue .  1,950.00 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 
at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  El  grade.  ..  2,995.00 

1852  MS-60  (NGC).  A  brilliant  specimen.  .495.00 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  very 

early  issue  in  the  series;  at  least  1 00  times  rarer  than 
a  typical  date  a  half  century  later  i  n  the  early  1 900s, 
and  yet  the  price  is  only  a  slight  amount  more. 
This  will  be  a  magnificent  addition  to  a  type  set  or 
date  collection . 1,705 


1853  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 875.00 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 875.00 

1 857-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Quite  rare  in  this  high  grade. 
A  specialist’s  delight! . 1 ,1 50.00 


1 860-S  AU-53  (PCGS) .  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle  at 
this  grade  level.  A  prize .  1,950.00 

1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 
1862/1  Overdate.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).2, 650.00 

The  1 862/ 1  Overdate  was  discovered  by  our  friend,  the  late 
Aubrey  Bebee,  the  well-known  Omaha  coin  dealer.  Although 
additional  specimens  have  come  to  light  since  his  original  find  in 
1962,  it  still  remains  a  first-class  rarity,  perhaps  a  dozen  are 
known  in  total. 

1868-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  scarce  quarter  eagle  in  this 


grade .  1,095.00 

1869  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous. ..  1,195.00 
1869-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,250.00 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite  rare  in  this 


grade . 2,350.00 

1871-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 875.00 

1873-S  EF-45  (PCGS) .  595.00 

1873-S  EF-40 .  575.00 

1876  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  key  date .  1,395.00 

1880  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  brilliant.  One  of  the 

lower-mintage  dates . 895.00 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive. ..  825.00 
1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Scarce  so  fine . 895.00 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,595.00 

1913  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345.00 


Choice  1914-D  $2.50 


1914-Fi  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lus- 
us.  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find  at  this  choice  grade 
level . 2,495.00 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 04 


Page  4  S 


united  states  hold  coins 


191-f-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty. ...  955.00 
1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lust  quarter  eagle  mintage.  A 
very  attractive,  lustrous  specimen .  1,295.00 

1929  AU-58  (PCGS) . 245.00 

$3  Gold  Pieces 

1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095.00 

Rare  1866  $3  Gold 

1866  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  Brilliant 
and  attractive . 2,495.00 


1869  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  rare.  .  2,250.00 


1878  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  lustrous  and  appealing 
piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62  coins  else¬ 
where,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its  own.  1,995.00 


Half  Eagles 

Rare  1798  Half  Eagle 


1798  Large  Eagle.  EF-40  (NGC).  Brilliant  light 
yellow-gold  surfaces.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  for  a 

specialized  collection . 3,750.00 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,095.00 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  675.00 
1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  525.00 
1836  AU-50  (PCGS) .  875.00 

1838  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,395.00 

1839  EF-45  (PCGS) . 795.00 

First  year  of  the  Coronet  or  Braided  Hair  type  by  Christian 
Gobrecht;  this  motif  was  continued  through  1908. 

1840  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow-gold.  1,495.00 

1841  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,950.00 

1 842-0  VE-30  (PCGS).  Scarce  issue . 2,350.00 

1846  AU-58  (PCGS).  High  grade;  most  are  seen  at 

lower  levels . 1 ,095.00 

Add  our  or  fat  rooks 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 


1846-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  High  quality...  3,795.00 


Rare  1849-D  Half  Eagle 
1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  o!  the  finest  in  this  grade.  ...  2,450.00 
1850  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  attractive.  1,795.00 
1850  EF-45  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  grade.  1,095.00 

Mint  State  1852  $5 

1852  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  quite 

rare . 2,650.00 

1857-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Key  New  Orleans  issue. 
Scarce  in  all  grades,  particularly  so  at  higher  levels 

such  as  this . 2,250.00 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  1,750.00 

1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage.  Rare 

and  desirable . 2,350.00 

1861  AU-58  (PCGS).  Civil  War  year .  1,695.00 

1868-S  VF-35.  Rare  in  all  grades . 895.00 

1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $5 


1878  MS-63  (NGC).  One  ol  just  a  few  known  at  this 
grade  level.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 2,950.00 

Rare  1880-CC  Half  Eagle 


1880-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

rare .  2,895.00 

1884-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare  at  this  grade 

level .  1,095.00 

1890-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  A  nice  item  for  any  Carson 
City  collection .  1,295.00 

1890- CC  AU-50 .  525.00 

1891- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Add  this  Carson  City  half 

eagle  to  your  type  set .  1 ,450.00 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant . 340.00 

1894-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not 
often  encountered  in  this  high  grade. ..  2,350.00 
1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  half 
eagle .  1,295.00 


This  is  the  only  20th  century  overdate  of  the  half  eagle 
denomination.  As  such,  it  is  of  special  interest. 


1907-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces . 525.00 


Mint  State  191 1-D  $5  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  half 
eagles  at  this  grade  level,  an  issue  which  is  typically 


seen  in  the  VF  and  EF  range . 6,875.00 

1912  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

191 3-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 


Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,850.00 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance 
by  the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 


1915  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1916-S  AU-58.  Brilliant .  385.00 


Eagles 

1840  Liberty  Head.  EF-40.  A  sharp  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  early  issue . 675.00 

1843  VF-30  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1845  EF-45  (PCGS).  Rare  in  this  grade.  .  1,895.00 
1845-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 975.00 

1852  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,450.00 

1852-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rare  in  this  grade.  2, 150.00 
1853/2  AU-50  (PCGS).  Overdate.  Seldom  seen  in 

any  grade,  much  less  in  lustrous  AU.  An  item  for 
the  advanced  specialist . 2,350.00 

1853  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875.00 

1854-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  with  much 

original  mint  lustre  still  intact .  1,495.00 

Struck  in  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  (which  was  set  up  in  facilities  earlier  used  by  Curtis,  Perry 
&  Ward,  private  gold  coiners  of  Moffat  and  related  issues). 

1854-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint .  1,495.00 

1855  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825.00 

1856  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875.00 

1868  EF-45  (PCGS).  Very  difficult  to  find  in  any 

high  grade.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 2,350.00 

1874  AU-55  (NGC) . 650.00 

1 877- S  VF-30  (PCGS).  Rare  in  all  grades.  1 , 1  50.00 

1878- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Another  rarity . 1,995.00 

High  Grade  1880-0  $10 
1880-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  rare. ...  2,9^0.00 


\( 
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1881  AU-50 . 279.00 

1881-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 2,495.00 

1881- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) .  1,095.00 

1882- 0  EF-40  (PCGS) .  850.00 


1883-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  CC  issue.  1,295.00 

Notable  AU  1884-CC$10 


1884- CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A  no¬ 
table  rarity  in  the  Carson  City  series.  ..  3,850.00 

1885- S  MS-61  (NGC) . 725.00 


Choice  Mint  State  1886  $10 


1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  Mint 
State  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  higher 


grades  such  as  this . 3,650.00 

1886  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150.00 

1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150.00 

1886  MS-60  (PCGS) . 695.00 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen  of 
a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 
Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! ...  2,650.00 
1890  MS-60  (NGC).  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  1,495.00 
1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  this  high 
grade .  1,895.00 


Important  Mint  State  1891-CC  $10 


1 891  -CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  important  Carson 


City  gold  coin  at  this  grade  level . 6,350.00 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850.00 

1895-OMS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A  popu¬ 
lar  New  Orleans  issue .  895.00 

1895-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  grade.  1,050.00 

Choice  Mint  State  1896  $10 
1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Choice,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous . 2,350.00 


One  of  Finest  1896-S  $10 


1896-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One 
of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  offered.  Avail¬ 
able  readily  in  worn  grades,  but  a  rarity  in  Mint 
State . 5,800.00 

1896- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive.  1,450.00 

1897- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint 

State .  1,825-00 

1900-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous,  brilliant.  1,450.00 


High  Grade  1903-0  $10 


IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  as  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  use  of  the  Diety’s  name  on  coinage  was  a  sacrilege. 
Congress  disagreed  and  restored  the  motto  in  1 908. 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 595.00 

1 908- D  With  Motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  AU-55 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 675.00 

1909- D  AU-50  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1911  AU-58  (NGC) . 525.00 

1911- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 650.00 

1912- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ..625.00 
1915-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Most  original  lustre  still 

remains .  1,250.00 

1915-S  AU-53  (NGC) . 875.00 

1932  MS-62  (PCGS).  Last  readily  collectible  issue  in 
the  series . 650.00 

Double  Eagles 

1852-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  (in  this 


grade)  New  Orleans  issue . 2,100.00 

Probably  struck  from  California  gold  brought  to  New 
Orleans  by  steamship. 

1853-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive .  1,650.00 


Mint  State  1854  $20  Gold 


1854  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Very  elusive 
in  Mint  State . 4,650.00 


1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in 


choice  Mint  State  preservation . 2,950.00 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1905- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 950.00 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous..  1,750.00 

1906- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895.00 


Gem  1907  Indian  $10 


1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Firstycar 
of  the  Saint-Gaudens  type.  An  exceptional  coin 
with  beautiful  frosty  lustre . 2,450.00 

Released  into  circulation  after  summer  1907,  the  Indian 
Head  design  by  noted  sculpture  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  was 
enthusiastically  received  by  the  public  and  numismatists  alike, 
with  numerous  accolades  appearing  in  The  Numismatist  and 
elsewhere. 

All  issues  of  1907  and  some  of  1908  arc  withoui  '  uo 


First  San  Francisco  $20  Issue 


1854-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Struck 
during  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint . 3,950.00 


Our  Stuff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
over25  dedicated  professionals  areon  hand 
to  provide  what  we  consider  to  he  the 
finest  value,  quality,  and  service  in  the  coin 
hobby  today.  Join  our  “family”  of  happy 
I  customers! 
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UNITED  STATUS  GOLD  ('0 1  IMS 


1859-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 4,350.00 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  original  mint  lustre 

remains .  1,295.00 

1861  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,295.00 


High  Grade  1862  $20 


1862  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  high 
grade . 3,650.00 

1867- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre. 

Scarce  so  fine .  1,895.00 

1868- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,495.00 
1870  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous. ..  2,095.00 

Outstanding  Closed  3  1873  $20 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Seldom  seen  in  Mint  State . 4,850.00 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  mint  lustre 
remains.  Very  close  to  Mint  State . 2,495.00 

1873- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. ..  1,850.00 

1874- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Popular  Carson  City  is¬ 
sue . 895.00 


and  lustrous.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale .  10,950.00 

1877  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous...  1,950.00 

1877-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Scarce  Carson  City  is¬ 
sue .  1,350.00 

1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. .  1,495.00 

1877- S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 695.00 

First  year  of  the  new  reverse  design,  with  the  denomination 
spelled  out  as  TWENTY  DOLLARS. 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925.00 

1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant  and 

frosty .  850.00 

1878- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,695.00 

1879  AU-58  (NGC) . 675.00 

Mint  State  1880-S  Double  Eagle 

1880-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  MS . 2,950.00 

1882- CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  Carson  City  is¬ 
sue .  1,950.00 

1883- CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  1,295.00 

1883-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  1,250.00 

1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  1,450.00 

1883- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675.00 

1884- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,650.00 

1885- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. ..  1,650.00 

1885-S  MS-61  (NGC) . 725.00 

1888- S  MS-62  (NGC) . 1,150.00 

1889- CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  quite  lus¬ 
trous . 2,095.00 

The  Carson  City  Mint  suspended  operations  in  1 885  and 
did  not  resume  them  until  1 889,  after  which  “CC”  coins  were 
made  through  1893. 

Mint  State  1890-CC  $20 


High-Grade  1874-CC  $20 
1874-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous,  brilliant.  Rare  in 

this  high  grade . 2,950.00 

1874-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains .  1,695.00 

1874-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Somewhat  scarce  in  Mint 
State,  although  not  a  major  rarity .  1,650.00 


One  of  Finest  1876-S  $20 


1890-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty,  and  in 
this  condition,  rare .  5,795.00 

1897  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995.00 

1897-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 675.00 

1898  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775.00 

1899-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 695.00 

1902  MS-60  (NGC).  Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint 

issue . 1,195.00 

1906- D  MS-63  (NGC) .  1,295.00 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Second 

year  of  Denver  Mint  coinage;  final  year  of  the 
Liberty  Head  style .  1,685.00 

Instant  Delivery ! 

For  next-day  delivery  by  Federal  Ex¬ 
press,  just  order  before  1  pm,  and  request 
our  instant  delivery  service.  It  is  free  ifyour 
order  totals  more  than  $500,  only  $10  if 
your  order  is  less  than  that. 


1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals'.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lustrous.  A  se¬ 
lected  quality  specimen .  3,350.00 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-63  (NGC) . 995.00 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 995.00 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1908-D  No  Mono.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 620.00 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1913-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .650.00 

191 3- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  925.00 

1914- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725.00 

1914- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  selected  quality  brilliant 

and  frosty  specimen . . . 2,150.00 

191 5- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. ..  1,950.00 

191 6- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 925.00 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1922-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  One  of  the 

few  San  Francisco  Mint  gold  coins  available  from 
this  era .  925.00 

Classic  1924-D  $20  Rarity 
1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  For  many  decades  the  1924- 
D  has  been  a  great  classic  among  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagles.  Fewer  than  a  couple  hundred  are 
known  to  exist.  The  present  specimen  is  lustrous 
and  frosty . 2,650.00 

Choice  1924-S  $20  Rarity 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  especially 
frosty  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll  ever 
see  at  this  grade,  or  near  it.  Traditionally,  one  of 
the  most  desired  rarities  of  the  1920s. .  4,950.00 
1927  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem! . 1,250.00 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Quality . 1,250.00 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650.00 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 


Wc  have  just  acquired  a  nice  group  of  nearly  a  dozen 
splendid  MS-63  (NGC)  coins,  hand-picked  for  quality,  and  six 
have  already  been  sold.  It  you  have  been  looking  tor  a  particularly 
nice  example  for  a  type  set,  you  search  ends  right  here. 


A  FABULOUS  LISTING  OF  GOLD  COINS 

Newly  Acquired  -  Offered  just  as  we  go  to  press 

Half  Eagles 

1879  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous .  495.00 

1882-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  A 
popular  Carson  City  Mint  variety . 895.00 

1893- 0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  nice  eye  appeal. 

Much  scarcer  in  Uncirculated  grade  than  its  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  cousin .  1,450.00 

Eagles 

1894- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliantandsharplystruck. 

A  scarce  issue  in  Uncirculated  condition;  the 
majority  of  examples  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  AU 
grade  range.  New  Orleans  eagles  have  a  special 
cachet  due  to  their  general  scarcity  as  varieties,  for 
relatively  few  gold  coins  were  made  at  this  mint  at 
the  turn  of  the  century .  1,650.00 

1899-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a 
whisper  of  attractive  iridescence.  Scarce  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade . .  875.00 

Notable  1901-0  Eagle 


1901-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck.  Nice  in  every  way.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  examples  we’ve  had  the  pleasure  to  offer 
in  recent  times.  Indeed,  is  one  of  the  nicest  in 
existence .  2,650.00 

PCGS  Population:  15;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

1901-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  575.00 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  superb 

feather  detail  on  the  reverse .  1,095.00 

1904- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  toning .  525.00 

191 1-S  Indian.  MS-61  (NGC).  Scarce  and  desirable 
San  Francisco  Mint  issue .  1,750.00 

Double  Eagles 

1874-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Much  frosty  mint  lustre 
can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A  prize  for  the 
Carson  City  Mint  enthusiast .  1,795.00 

We  recommend  that  you  add  a  copy  of  the  newly  pub¬ 
lished  book.  Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West:  The  Carson  (Aty  Mint 
1870-1893,  by  Douglas  Winter  and  Lawrence  E.  Cutler, 
M.D.,  to  your  library.  It  is  a  treasure  trove  of  useful  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  title  subject  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint  itself. 


1875-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  A  nice 
specimen  lor  the  numismatist  who  appreciates 
quality  issues.  Most  extant  1 875-CC  double  eagles 
are  in  lower  grades  than  this  example. .  2,250.00 


Outstanding  1876-CC  $20 


1876-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Popular  centennial  year 
issue  exhibiting  hints  of  prooflike  character  around 
the  design  elements.  Quite  rare  in  Mint  State.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  usually 
encountered  in  lower  grades . 4,650.00 

High  Grade  1884-CC  $20 
1884-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  delicate  natural  toning.  A  nice  addition  to 
any  gold  coin  collection  or  Carson  City  set.  Mint 
State  Carson  City  $20  pieces  as  a  class  are  very 
elusive . 2,895.00 

Seldom  Seen  MS-60  1890-CC  $20 


1890-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces  with  most 
design  features  fully  defined.  An  eagerly  sought 
variety,  as  indeed  are  all  Carson  City  Mint  double 
eagles.  Seldom  seen  so  nice . 3,650.00 

California  Small 
Denomination 
Gold 

1856  Octagonal  251.  Liberty  Head.  Breen  Gillio- 
107.  MS-65  (PCGS).  High  Rarity-5.  Frosty  and 
attractive.  A  splendid  gem  example  virtually  as 
nice  as  the  day  of  issue . 750.00 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


1853  Round  25 1.  Liberty  Head.  BG-209.  EF-45 
(NGC).  Rarity-7.  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  some 
hints  of  violet.  Much  original  mint  lustre  survives 
in  the  fields . 465.00 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2  finer  (MS-62  finest). 

1868  Octagonal  251.  Liberty  Head.  BG-71 1.  MS- 
65  (PCGS).  High  Rarity-5.  The  devises  are  frosty 
and  the  field  are  satiny . 795.00 

PCGS  Population:  5;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

1872  Octagonal  25 1.  Washington  Head.  BG-722. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  High  Rarity-4.  Fully  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  example  of  this  eagerly  sought 
design  type .  1,435.00 

1880  Octagonal  251.  Indian  Head.  BG-799X. 

MS-63  (PCGS).  Rarity-5.  An  attractive  example. 
The  devices  are  frosty,  and  the  fields  are  somewhat 
mirrorlike . 495.00 

1870  Round  251.  Liberty  Head.  BG-835.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  prooflike . 295.00 

Desirable  BG-302  “Peacock”  Variety 

1853  Octagonal  501.  Liberty  Head.  BG-302.  MS- 
60  (PCGS).  Rarity-5.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  A 
popular  variety  eagerly  sought  variety  because  of 
the  unusual  reverse  design  type .  1,475.00 

The  eagle  motif  on  the  reverse  is  often  referred  to  a  peacock 
because  the  pronounced  rays  over  the  bird’s  head  and  shoulders 
resemble  a  peacock’s  tail  feathers  at  first  glance.  This  variety  was 
coined  by  the  firm  of  Frontier  &  Deviercy  in  San  Francisco. 

Unlisted  BG-957  Die  State 

1881  Octagonal  501.  Indian  Head.  BG-957A.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Rarity-7  or  higher.  Brilliant  with 
satiny  devices  and  mirrorlike  fields.  From  the  same 
dies  as  BG-957,  but  from  an  earlier  die  state, 
having  the  letters  CAL  complete  on  the  reverse 
(they  are  mostly  effaced  on  BG-957). ...  1,595.00 

1876  Round  501.  Indian  Head.  BG-1038.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Rarity-6.  Attractively  toned.  The  1  in  the 
date  is  double-punched  on  this  variety.  ...  425.00 

Gem  $1  BG-501  Rarity 


No  Date  (circa  1853).  Octagonal  $1.  BG-501. 
Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Low  Rarity-6. 

Attractively  toned  in  iridescent  hues.  The  eagle 
motif  on  the  reverse  closely  resembles  the  de¬ 
sign  employed  on  the  contemporary  octagonal 
$50  slugs  issued  by  Augustus  Humbert  and  the 
U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  Outstanding  grade, 
outstanding  rarity . 4,850.00 

PCGS  Population:  2:  2  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 
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estimates! 

Commodore  Perry  was  one  of  the  first 
American  collectors  to  seriously  acquire 
Hard  l  imes  tokens  (minted  1832-1844). 
t  I  ^  Among  the  records  established  were  $880 

M*  I-®  I  I  \  I  T*  V  for  a  gem  Uncirculated  example  of  the 

B  common  L-51,$  1,1 00  for  a  Gem  Uncircu¬ 

lated  example  of  L-59,  and  $742.50  for  a 
KAoillJ  U  Afl  ATIlin  Choice  EF  example  of  the  Day,  Newall,  & 

V  Irl  II  V  I  I  iul  /III  II  \  Day  token,  L-239.  Among  classic  rarities,  a 

\Ri3  Feuchtwanger  token  from  the  Matthew 

Perry  estate,  Low-248,  in  Choice  AU  grade 
found  a  new  home  at  $3,850.  This  particu¬ 
lar  piece  advertised  Feuchtwanger’s  silver- 
substitute  metal  as  being  ideal  for  house¬ 
hold  wares,  kitchen  items,  etc. 

The  sale  of  the  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection  Among  the  hundreds  of  world  coins  specifically  belonging  to 

and  other  properties,  conducted  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Commodore  Perry,  an  undated  Annamese  silver  seven  tien  (c. 
Merena,  Inc.,  during  the  Florida  United  Numismatists  Con-  1833),  MS-63,  brought  $2,530;  a  splendid  1853-A  MS-67 
vention  in  Orlando,  Florida,  January  5-6,  attracted  worldwide  Austrian  thaler  fetched  $1,430;  and  a  superb  Uncirculated 
attention.  By  the  time  the  last  lot  was  sold,  over  $2.46  million  Ichibu  gin,  presumed  to  have  been  presented  to  Commodore 


Bowers  and  Merena  Event  realizes  $2.4  million 


worth  of  coins  had  changed  hands 
(all  figures  quoted  here  include  the 
1 0%  buyer’s  fee).  Many  price  records 
were  set.  The  extensively  illustrated 
Bowers  and  Merena  catalogue  in  the 
firm’s  celebrated  “Grand  Format”™ 
has  become  a  collectors’  item  in  its 
own  right.  So  great  was  the  demand 
for  copies  that  they  were  sold  out  at 
the  auction  site  by  the  time  the  sale 
ended! 

The  sale  was  well  attended  by 
hundreds  of  enthusiastic  buyers,  in 
addition  to  the  thousands  of  bids 

received  by  mail.  Showcased  was  the  long-hidden  cabinet 
formed  by  Commodore  Perry,  American  naval  hero  whose  trip 
to  Japan  in  1853  forever  changed  the  history  of  the  world.  Perry 
formed  his  collection  from  the  1830s  until  his  death  in  1858. 
In  essence,  this  was  a  major  collection  formed  in  the  cradle  days 
of  American  numismatics,  untouched  since  that  time! 


Bidders  went  wild! 

Numerous  coins  brought  double,  triple,  and  even  higher 
multiples  of  current  values,  some  achieving  five  to  10  times 


Perry  during  his  visit  to  Japan, 
realized  $2,860. 

Among  early  American  issues 
from  various  sources,  a  1652 
Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  six¬ 
pence,  EF-45,  garnered  a  respect¬ 
able  $3,300,  and  a  gem  MS-64 
1788  Massachusetts  cent,  soared 
to  $3,960.  Both  pieces  were  once 
the  personal  property  of  Mat¬ 
thew  C.  Perry. 

Several  high-grade  U.S.  large 
cents  crossed  the  auction  block 
including  a  splendid  MS-65 

1834  Newcomb- 1  at  $4,620. 

Half  dime  highlights  included  a  1  5-star  1 797  grading  MS-60 
to  63,  which  brought  $6,875,  and  an  1803  in  AU-58  which 
soared  to  $5,775.  An  1873  dime,  With  Arrows,  Proof-63, 
greatly  exceeded  expectations  with  a  winning  bid  of  $6,160. 
Early  quarters  commanded  some  impressive  bids  including  a 
1 796  F- 1 5  at  $7,425,  and  an  1 804  EF-40  at  $6,600.  One  of  the 
highlights  in  the  half  dollar  series  was  a  classic  1 797  grading  net 
VG-8,  which  found  a  new  home  at  $  1 1 ,000. 

The  silver  dollar  series  included  several  impressive  rarities 


Highlights  from  the  Commodore 
Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection 


Lot  1 1 66 


Splendid  1859  Proof-66 
Quarter  Eagle  commanded 
$30,800 


Highlights  from  the  Commodore 
Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection 


Highlights  from  the  Commodore 
Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection 


Lot  1201 


1853-C  Half  Eagle 
astonished  onlookers  at 
$47,300 
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PERRY  SALE  SETS  MANY  RECORDS 


including  Matthew  C.  Perry’s  specimen  of  the  1 836  Gobrecht  dollar, 
Pollock-65  (Judd-60),  which  soared  to  $22,550  after  fierce  bidding 
competition.  A  rare  MS-63  1892-S  dollar  realized  $23,100,  a  stunning 
Proof-68  1897  Morgan  $1  was  captured  for  $16,500,  and  a  1901 
Morgan  $1  in  Proof-67  brought  $9,185. 

Numerous  desirable  gold  dollars  crossed  the  auction  block  includ¬ 
ing  an  impressive  1849  Open  Wreath  variety  in  Proof-64  for  $9,350. 
A  lovely  cameo  1871  gold  dollar  grading  Proof-65  fetched  $12,650, 
and  an  1878  gold  dollar  in  Proof-65  was  captured  for  $9,900. 

Quarter  eagle  highlights  included  a  lustrous  1847-C  grading  MS- 

62  at  $8,800.  A  splendid  1859  quarter  eagle  grading  Proof-66  com¬ 
manded  $30,800,  and  an  1 894  quarter  eagle,  Proof-64  fetched  $6,875. 
The  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series  was  highlighted  by  a  191 1-D  in 
MS-63,  which  soared  to  $7,700  before  the  dust  settled. 

Among  the  $3  issues,  an  1856  grading  Proof-55  fetched  $8,525, 
and  a  lovely  cameo  Proof-63  1873  $3  brought  a  princely  sum  of 
$33,000.  An  1876  $3  in  Proof-64  soared  to  an  impressive  $31,680. 

Numerous  half  eagles  commanded  impressive  prices  including  an 
1 853-C  in  MS-64  which  astonished  onlookers  with  an  astounding  bid 
of  $47,300. 

An  1874  $5  in  Proof-64  grade  brought  $20,350,  and  a  1908  Indian 
Head  half  eagle,  MS-64,  realized  $5,500. 

Several  early  $  1 0  varieties  brought  stellar  bids  including  a  1 798  with 
stars  arranged  9  left  and  4  right,  net  VF-20,  at  $  1 0,725.  An  1 800  eagle 
in  AU-55  commanded  $7,700,  an  1801  eagle  in  AU-58  climbed  to 
$6,270,  and  an  1 804  Crosslet  4,  AU-58,  brought  $9,350.  A  highlight 
among  the  Indian  Head  $  1 0  issues  was  1915-Sin  MS-63  which  found 
a  new  home  at  $7,425. 

Carson  City  Mint  specialists  competed  vigorously  for  a  select  group 
of  double  eagle  varieties  including  an  1872-CC  in  AU-53  at  $7,700, 
an  1 873-CC  in  AU-58  at  $5,500,  and  a  1 874-CC  in  MS-60  at  $8,250. 
Several  MCMVII  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  $20s  crossed  the  auction 
block  including  an  MS-64  example  at  $14,300,  another  grading  MS- 

63  at  $9,625,  and  a  third  in  MS-62  grade  at  $7,700.  An  impressive 
Proof-64  1 908  $20  with  Motto  found  a  new  owner  at  $22,000,  and  an 
1909/8  astonished  the  audience  with  a  winning  bid  of  $14,300  (a 
figure  many  times  greater  than  the  pre-sale  estimate). 

A  16-piece  1868  Proof  set,  struck  in  aluminum,  commanded  an 
amazing  $92,400  after  spirited  bidding.  A  gem  Proof-65  1871  pattern 


quarter  Pollock- 1236  (Judd-1 100)  soared  to  $7,700.  Among  modern 
items,  a  1 968  Proof  set  (lacking  the  “S”  mintmark  on  the  dime)  fetched 
a  remarkable  $5,940. 

In  the  territorial  series  an  1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50,  Kagin-6, 
AU-58,  brought  $20,350. 

Coins  of  the  world  attracted  wide  attention,  and  strong  prices  were 
recorded.  Highlighting  the  Latin  American  series  was  a  1842  gold 
escudo  of  Costa  Rica,  VF-35,  which  commanded  a  winning  bid  of 
$3,4 1 0.  The  German  states  were  represented  by  a  selection  of  desirable 
1 7  th-century  large-size  issues  including  a  1 648  triple  thaler  of  Brunswick- 
Luneburg-Celle,  VF-35,  which  brought  $3,410.  A  1612  triple  thaler 
of  Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel,  EF-45,  commanded  $4,730,  and  1657 
triple  thaler  of  Saxony,  AU-58,  fetched  $4,510. 

The  Commodore  Perry  Collection  was  consigned  by  prominent 
dealer,  Elliot  Goldman,  of  Allstate  Coin  Company.  After  evaluating 
the  sale  results  Mr.  Goldman  sent  the  following: 

“Dear  Q.  David  Bowers, 

“Over  the  years,  Allstate  has  been  one  of  the  largest  buyers  of 
collections,  and  I’ve  usually  disposed  of  them  myself,  but  in  this 
instance  I  felt  that  you,  and  Bowers  and  Merena,  were  the  only 
ones  to  handle  the  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection. 

“After  seeing  the  results  of  the  auction,  and  what  the  coins 
brought,  this  feeling  was  confirmed.  The  catalogue  presentation, 
with  its  history  on  the  commodore  was  excellent,  and  the  prices 
realized  were  above  my  expectations. 

“My  staff  of  three  numismatists  would  have  been  kept  busy  full 
time  attributing  the  large  number  of  coins  that  needed  attribution. 
The  job  that  Frank  Van  Valen,  and  the  rest  of  your  staff  did 
attributing  and  presenting  the  many  lots  was  more  than  admirable. 

“I  would  feel  more  than  comfortable  recommending  your 
auction  house  to  any  of  my  clients  or  associates. 

“Numismatically  yours,” 

(Signed)  Elliot  S.  Goldman 

We  will  be  conducting  our  next  sale  March  23-25  in  Baltimore, 
followed  by  sales  in  New  York  City,  Los  Angeles,  and  Anaheim.  For 
information,  without  obligation,  on  consigning  to  future  events, 
please  call  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auctions,  at  1  -800-458- 
4646,  or  write  to  us:  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  Box 
1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


Highlights  from  the 

Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection 


Lot  1356 


1836  Gobrecht  dollar  soared  to  $22,550 
after  fierce  bidding  competition. 


Highlights  from  the 

Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection 


Lot  1461 

Rare  1892-S  Silver  Dollar,  MS-63, 
brought  $23,100 


Highlights  from  the 

Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry  Collection 


Lot  621 

T  euchtwanger  Token,  Choice  AU, 
found  a  new  home  at  $3,850 
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COMMEMORATIVE 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemoratives  are  among  the  most  fascinating 
of  United  States  coins,  as  there  are  so  many  types 
commemorating  so  many  different  interesting  obser¬ 
vances,  occasions,  and  anniversaries — some  obscure 
and  others  of  national  importance. 

The  appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the  most 
comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  produced,  and 
includes  much  price  information  as  well.  Excellent 
studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  are 
valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like  our 
quality  and  value. 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  A  superb  coin! . 2,595.00 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
attractive  specimen  that  will  please  the  most 


fastidious  buyer . 2,595.00 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 280.00 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  l^fayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  attractive 


toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually  in  MS-60  to 
MS-62 .  9,750.00 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mintage 
of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December  1 4, 1 899, 
actually  a  year  before  the  1 900  “date”  on  the  coin.  December  1 4, 
1 899  was  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  ofW ashington’s  death. 

Gem  MS-64  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  with  deep  golden  highlights.  A 

splendid  coin! . 3,795.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  1,150.00 

Gem  1921  Alabama  2x2  504 


1921  Alabama.  2x2.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  attractive 
light  toning.  Very  well  struck.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen  of  this  issue,  one  of  the  hardest  to  find 

commemorative  halves  in  this  grade . 3,950.00 

1921  Alabama.  2x2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,375.00 


Superb  Gem  1921  Alabama 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  Very  rare  in  this  high  numerical  grade 
combined  with  superb  aesthetic  appeal.  You  will 
have  to  examine  a  dozen  MS-65  Alabama  halves  to 

find  one  this  nice! . 3,850.00 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 590.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Pale  gold  at 

the  peripheries . 105.00 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 465.00 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribution 
of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for  any  legal 
tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230.00 


1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-55 . 1 1 2.0C 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125. Of 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140. 0C 

1935- S  Boone.  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS-62 

Attractive  light  toning.  One  of  the  great  rarities  o 
the  series . 350. 0C 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 560. 0C 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  mirror 
like  gem.  Rare  with  mirrorlike  surfaces.  1,585.01 

1937  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 135. 0C 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 469. 0C 

1 92  5-S  California.  AU-  5  5 .  An  attractively  toned  com 

memorative . 105.01 

1925-S  California.  AU-55 .  105.01 

195 1-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC). 459. 01 
1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .65.01 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few  c 
these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  24.01 

1936- S  Cincinnati.  MS-64 . 415.01 

1936  Cleveland.  AU-58 . 77.01 

1936  Columbia,  S.C.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gen 

with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  A  high! 

lustrous  commemorative . 509.01 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936-D  Columbia,  S.C.  MS-64.  Attractive  ligh 

golden  toning .  280.01 

1936-D  Columbia,  S.C.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril 

liant .  259.01 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Iridescent,  lustrous  sur 
faces.  Doubling  plainly  seen  in  the  revers 
peripheral  legends  and  date . 275.01 

1892  Columbian  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99.01 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  52.01 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 370.01 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  Prooflike.  Brilliant.  295-01 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 415.01 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299.01 

1936  Elgin.  AU-58 . 210.01 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435.01 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  504 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC  )  Iridescen 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  .  3.8S0.1H 
In  the  I  l)20s.  the  ll>22  Grant  With  Star  halt  dollar  ".t'  tit 
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key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high  grades 
such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity  of  them  to 
promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this  the  publicity  for 
the  issue  has  fallen  between  the  cracks.  Still,  it  has  a  very 
interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece  such  as  this  to  a 
collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
surfaces  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  ..  2,350.00 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495.00 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 950.00 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 605.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  Light  gold . 1 19.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 230.00 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58 . 84.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-55 . 77.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-50 . 75.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  84.00 
1936  Lynchburg  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces .  1,225.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350.00 

Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator,  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said  to 
have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons  on 
American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  230.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 .  189.00 

1934  Maryland.  MS-t54.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bright  rose 
peripheral  toning  fading  to  pale  brown  at  the 

centers.  Scarce  issue . 420.00 

1921  Missouri.  2+4.  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  frosty  speci¬ 
men  of  this  key  issue . 995.00 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  504 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous.  A  gorgeous  gem! . 3,095.00 

The  1923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade  it 
emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 

1923-S  Monroe. 'MS-64.  Highly  lustrous.  ...490.00 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 56.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-58 . 49.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 45.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 439.00 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 560.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

deep  golden  peripheral  toning . 650.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295.00 


Only  6,028  were  minted!  The  Oregon  Trail  series  is  replete 
with  numerous  low-mintage  varieties. 


1934-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469.00 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 


1938-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  beautiful  commemorative  design 

type .  1,680.00 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  509.00 

Mintage:  6,005  coins. 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..  509.00 


Beautiful  Gem  Pan-Pacific  504 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous, 
brilliant,  and  a  very  beautiful  specimen  of  this 


scarce  issue . 2,950.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-50 .  199.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 84.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 80.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 77.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63 .  195.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Attractively  toned.  ...119.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 105.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 105.00 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58 . 245.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  A  brilliant,  sparkling 

specimen  of  this  popular  issue . 1 19.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 91.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  AU-58 . 79.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 105.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-62  (PCGS) . 105.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCI) . 84.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55 . 80.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55  (PCI) . 80.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 

_  _ I 


Limit:  One  per  buyer. 


COMMEMORATIVES  ON  PARADE! 

Commemoratives  are  a  wonder¬ 
ful  series  to  collect.  In  the  classic 
series  of  silver  half  dollars  1 892- 
1954  there  are  48  different  de¬ 
signs.  In  addition  there  are  nu¬ 
merous  rarities. 

I  have  picked  out  several 
options.  Take  your  choice!  Note 
that  if  you  are  a  lover  of  rarities, 
there’s  an  option  for  you,  too  (see  Box 
Special  4-B).  Use  this  listing  to  get  a  running  start 
on  a  collection.  Note  that  my  listings  do  not 
overlap,  so  you  can  order  several  specials  if  you 
wish,  and  build  an  even  larger  collection! 

♦  Box  Special  No.  4-A:  Four  gems!  One  each 
in  gem  MS-64  grade  of  the  1892  Columbian 
(first  commemorative  issued),  1953-S  Carver- 
Washington  (one  of  the  last  in  the 
classic  series),  1946  Booker  T. 

Washington,  and  1937 
Roanoke.  $569.00. 

♦  Box  Special  No.  4-B: 

Rarities!  So,  you  want  to  start 
at  the  top!  Here  are  five  of  the 
great  rarities  in  the  series:  1935- 
S  Boone  with  Small  1934  on 
reverse,  gem  MS-65,  only  2,000 
coins  released;  1 922  Grant  With  Star,  the  rarest 
coin  in  the  series,  in  the  MS-64  grade  ofyowrcoin; 
1923-S  Monroe  gem  MS-65  (rare  at  this  grade 
level),  and  a  pair  of  1939-D  and  1939-S  Oregon 
Trail  halves  in  gem  MS-65  grade.  What  a  spec¬ 
tacular  group!  Just  one  set  available.  $8,895.00. 

♦  Box  Special  No.  4-C:  Gems  and  more 
gems!  A  very  nice  group  of  very  “gemmy”  MS-65 
commemoratives.  One  each:  1936  Albany,  1936 
Bridgeport,  1936  Cleveland,  1936  Delaware, 
1936  Elgin,  1924  Huguenot,  1934  Maryland, 
1938  New  Rochelle,  1926  Oregon  Trail,  1936 
Robinson,  and  1936-D  San  Diego.  $5,195.00 

All  coins  are  choice  and  are  guaranteed  to 
please.  All  coins  are  PCGS  or  NGC  and  are  hand 
selected  for  quality. 


Dave  s  Box 
Special  No.  4 
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1  ^2 S  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC) .  1,050.00 

192S  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 290.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 


The  state  of  Texas  began  celebrating  its  1936  centennial  in 
1939  and  didn  t  stop  celebrating  it  until  1938!  For  some 
reason — perhaps  it  is  the  loyalty  of  Texans  to  their  own  coin¬ 
age — these  issues  have  always  been  popular.  There  is  something 
really  nice  about  putting  together  a  complete  date  and  mint  set 
from  1934  through  1938  inclusive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  ton¬ 
ing .  250.00 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280.00 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  525.00 

Mintage  of  just  3,775  pieces,  the  smallest  in  the  Texas  series. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  525.00 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-55 . 259.00 

1927  Vermont  MS-65  (PCGS) .  1,375.00 

The  1 927  Vermont  is  struck  in  higher  relief  than  any  other 
commemorative  half  dollar  variety. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435.00 

1927  Vermont.  AU-58.  Pale  golden  toning.  168.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  49.00 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these  were 
never  issued. 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...385.00 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 


1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 295.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..295.00 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595.00 

Mintage:  6,004  coins. 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 195.00 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...  195.00 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 55.00 

Mintage:  510,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85.00 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  435.00 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 


liant . 239.00 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259.00 


Some  readers  may  recall  1 984,  when  we  handled  the  numis¬ 
matic  effects  of  Walter  P.  Nichols,  original  distributor  of  the 
York  half  dollars.  Included  in  our  auction  sale  of  his  coins  were 
some  pieces  that  had  never  been  released. 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certihed  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excellent 
example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to  build 
your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one  of 
America’s  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 
NGC  MS-63, 64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.) 
As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have  done  for 
40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your 
headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25C 

$690 

$2595 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

$3795 

9750 

1921  Alabama  plain 

3850 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

1375 

3950 

1936  Albany 

385 

735 

1937  Antietam 

590 

799 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

126 

439 

1935-D 

106 

126 

439 

1935-S 

126 

439 

1936 

106 

560 

1936-D 

106 

126 

439 

1936-S 

106 

1937 

125 

700 

1937-D 

125 

700 

1937-S 

125 

149 

700 

1938 

175 

910 

1938-D 

175 

230 

1938-S 

175 

230 

1939 

345 

465 

1939-D 

465 

1125 

1939-S 

475 

1125 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

155 

230 

509 

Boone  type 

1934 

119 

189 

1935 

115 

125 

175 

1935-D 

119 

140 

1935-S 

1935/34 

115 

135 

1 935/34- D 

5935 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-6‘ 

1935/34-S 

$1051 

1936 

$115 

$125 

19‘ 

1936-D 

115 

135 

19‘ 

1936-S 

135 

19‘ 

1937 

135 

140 

2 1  ( 

1937-D 

350 

59 

1937-S 

59 

1938 

73: 

1938-D 

459 

73! 

1938-S 

395 

459 

95< 

1936  Bridgeport 

195 

435 

1925-S  California 

295 

469 

112: 

Carver- Wash  i  ngton 

1951 

72 

1951-D 

45 

52 

19: 

1951-S 

24 

6: 

1952 

24 

26 

1952-D 

85 

185 

1952-S 

9C 

1953 

52 

is: 

1953-D 

72 

30: 

1953-S 

26 

6( 

1954 

45 

2 1  ( 

1954-D 

59 

65 

29: 

1954-S 

24 

26 

6: 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

335 

415 

91( 

1936-D 

335 

415 

1936-S 

345 

415 

132: 

1 936  Cleveland 

85 

112 

35( 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

280 

325 

1936-D 

325 

1936-S 

265 

280 

34; 

1 892  Columbian 

275 

875 

1893  Columbian 

105 

290 

1935  Connecticut 

259 

409 

795 

1936  Delaware 

280 

370 

74f 

1936  Elgin 

245 

299 

4lc 

1 936  Gettysburg 

325 

435 

79c 

1922  Grant  plain 

275 

495 

1 19e 

1922  Grant  Star 

2350 

3850 

1935  Hudson 

635 

950 

1 924  Huguenot 

280 

91 1 

1946  Iowa 

98 

135 

1 925  Lexington 

126 

245 

119< 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

$265 

$770 

1936  Long  Island 

$85 

149 

475 

1936  Lynchburg 

230 

350 

495 

1920  Maine 

409 

875 

1934  Maryland 

175 

245 

495 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

8400 

1923-S  Monroe 

490 

3095 

1938  New  Rochelle 

399 

439 

595 

1936  Norfolk 

555 

560 

595 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

154 

175 

315 

1926-S 

154 

315 

1928 

230 

295 

1933-D 

399 

475 

575 

1934-D 

239 

275 

469 

1936 

185 

199 

315 

1936-S 

230 

280 

425 

1937-D 

315 

1938 

309 

315 

370 

1938-D 

315 

1938-S 

309 

315 

370 

1939 

650 

665 

875 

1939-D 

650 

665 

875 

1939-S 

650 

665 

910 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

1595 

2950 

1920  Pilgrim 

105 

219 

840 

1921  Pilgrim 

365 

1395 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

149 

435 

1936-D 

149 

435 

1936-S 

149 

475 

1937  Roanoke 

280 

329 

1936  Robinson 

168 

495 

1935-S  San  Diego 

91 

119 

1936-D  San  Diego 

105 

149 

1926  Sesqui 

699 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

1095 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

95 

290 

Texas  type 

1934 

119 

195 

1935 

149 

210 

1935-D 

149 

210 

1935-S 

125 

149 

210 

1936 

119 

149 

1936-D 

149 

230 

1936-S 

149 

210 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937 

$210 

1937-D 

$149 

210 

1937-S 

210 

1938 

$399 

425 

525 

1938-D 

399 

439 

525 

1938-S 

399 

439 

525 

1925  Vancouver 

509 

1927  Vermont 

245 

435 

1375 

1936  Wisconsin 

245 

259 

285 

1936  York 

239 

259 

BTW  Type 

1946 

25 

49 

1946-D 

85 

1946-S 

25 

49 

1947 

35 

85 

1947-D 

79 

195 

1947-S 

85 

1948 

65 

75 

1948-D 

65 

75 

1948-S 

70 

75 

1949 

90 

119 

1949-D 

90 

119 

1949-S 

99 

129 

1950 

59 

89 

1950-D 

95 

1950-S 

24 

50 

1951 

45 

55 

1951-D 

77 

195 1  -S 

72 

85 

Modern 

Commemoratives 

1982-S  Washington  50C.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in  origi¬ 


nal  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones . 5.95 

1984  Olympic  three-piece  Set.  Proof-65 ,  condition  as 
issued.  In  original  case.  1983-S  $1,  1984-S  $1, 

1984-W  $10  gold . 295.00 

1984-W  Olympic.  Proof-65.  $10  gold . 275.00 

1988-S  Olympic  silver  $1.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 

original  case . 29.00 

1993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue . 19.95 


The  1995  edition  of  the  Guide  Book,  page  258,  contains 
this  notice:  “9,656  of  the  Uncirculated  version  were  privately 
marked  on  the  edge  with  a  serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the 
Madison  Foundation  and  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion.” 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

We  offer  a  selection  of  choice  gold  dollars  and 
quarter  eagles  from  the  early  series. 

1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty. 
A  splendid  specimen .  1,225.00 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  president  at  the  time  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase. 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! .  1,095.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Brilliant .  1,095.00 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall .  1,750.00 


Don  Snyder,  Bowers  and  na’s  C.P.A.,  caught 
in  an  uncharacte'-'  _  relaxed  moment. 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 


Quality  hardbound  version,  Stock  BW 
817,  List  $31.95,  Special  Offer,  net  $25.5* 
Super  Special  Offer:  Get  them  all!  Yo 
might  want  to  capture  in  one  fell  swoop  all  c 
Doug  Winter’s  specialized  books  on  gol 
coins.  This  offer  is  for  softbound  books,  a  s« 
of  three:  Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West:  73 
Carson  City  Mint  1870-1893;  New  Orlea. 
Mint  Gold  Coins,  1839-1909;  and  Chariot 
Mint  Gold  Coins  1838-1861 .  List  prices  tot. 
$54.95.  Your  special  deal  for  the  three 
$40.95  plus  $5  postage  and  handling. 


At  Great  Discount  Prices 


Discounts  for  You 

To  paraphrase  a  well-known  national  book  chain,  “if  you 

paid  retail  price  for  a  coin  book,  you  did  not  buy  it  from 
Bowers  and  Merena!”  Each  new  book  we  offer  is  priced  at  a 
minimum  of  10%  off  list,  and  if  you  buy  more  than  $100  in 
total  list  prices  your  discount  is  20%.  Our  reason  for  doing 
this  is  simple:  A  well-informed  client  is  a  better  client.  We 
wouldn’t  sell  our  numismatic  reference  library  for  its  weight 
in  gold  if  we  couldn’t  replace  it.  A  nice  numismatic  library  is 
not  a  luxury,  it  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

Ordering  is  as  simple  as  A,  B  or  C: 

A:  Check  our  listings  carefully. 

B:  Buy  up  to  $100  list  price  worth  of  books,  and  take  a 
10%  discount! 

Or  C:  Buy  $100.01  or  more  worth  of  books  and  take  a 
20%  discount! 

Each  book  order  is  plus  $3 . 50  postage  and  handling  for  the 
first  $50.00,  plus  10%  for  everything  over  $50.00. 

Guarantee:  We  absolutely  guarantee  that  each  book  you 
buy  from  us  will  be  100%  up  to  your  expectations  and  will 
please  you  in  everyway.  If  not,  just  return  the  book  within  30 
days,  and  an  instant  refund  will  be  given.  In  this  way  you  can 
read  the  book,  use  it,  and  be  sure  it  is  exactly  what  you  want! 


Now  Being  Shipped! 

Being  shipped  to  our  clients  right  now  is  a  great  new 
book,  Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West:  The  Carson  City  Mint  1870- 
1893,  by  Douglas  Winter  and  Lawrence  Cutler,  M.D.  This 
volume  treats  all  gold  issues  of  that  mint.  In  this  way,  you’ll 
be  among  the  first  to  get  your  copy.  The  book 
is  profusely  illustrated,  and  contains  224 
jj&\  pages. 

am  In  addition  to  the  wealth  of  information 

you’ll  find  on  Carson  City  gold  coins, 
you’ll  really  enjoy  the  section  on  the 
romantic  history  of  the  Carson  City 
Mint  itself. 

Special  Offer:  To  get  a  copy  of 
the  book  in  your  hands,  we  make 
this  special  offer  (cannot  be  in¬ 
cluded  as  part  of  our  A,  B  or  C 
discounts  above): 

Quality  softbound  version,  Stock  BW1-816,  List 
$19.95,  Special  Offer,  net  $15.95. 


Commemoratives! 

Do  you  like  commemorative  coins?  If  st 
you  must  buy  a  copy  of  the  just  released  bool 
Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certifit 
Commemoratives,  by  Harry  Laibstain.  The  book  is  easy  to  use,  an 
at  a  glance  will  bring  you  up  to  date  on  the  rarity  of  certified  coir 
in  various  grade  ranges.  It  is  available  from  us  in  two  format 
Quality  softbound,  Stock  No.  BLA  -851,  list  $29.95,  but  Sped. 
Net  $22.45;  and  quality  spiral-bound,  Stock  No.  BLA  -852,  li: 
$32.50,  but  Special  Net  $24.35.  (Note:  These  Special  Net  prict 
are  final  and  cannot  be  used  in  conjunction  with  A,  B,  and  < 
discount  schedule  given  above). 

We  Await  Your  Order 

Here  at  our  Publications  Department  we  have  a  sped; 
warehouse  filled  with  the  interesting  books  we  offer  for  sale.  Ca 
or  write  today,  and  your  order  will  be  sent  right  along  to  you- 
satisfaction  guaranteed.  We  all  await  your  order! 

Happy  reading! 

Sincerely, 

Doug  Plasencia, 

Publications  Department 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in 
Certified  Commemoratives 

by  Harry  Laibstain 


Investing,  Collecting  &.  Trading 

Certified 

Commemoratives 


T*.H'  v*/ 

-v 

i  O' 


Q  $ 


Do  you  like  commemora¬ 
tives?  If  so,  this  newly  released 
book  is  a  must!  It’s  easy  to  use, 
and  at  a  glance  will  bring  you  up 
to  date  on  the  rarity  of  certified 
coins  in  various  grade  ranges. 
Available  in  two  formats: 
Quality  softbound,  Stock  No. 
BLA-851.  List  price  $29.95. 

**  Your  special  net  price 

$22.45 


Quality  hardbound,  Stock  No.  BLA-852.  List  price  $32. 50. 
**  Your  special  net  price  $24.35 

(Note:  These  Special  Net  prices  are  final  and  cannot  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  A,  B,  and  C  discount  schedule  given  above). 
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United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  Volume  1, 
19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 

One  of  the  most  impressive  reference  books  of  all 
time,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BAD-721)  List  $125 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  1 84  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue. 
Illustrated.  Special  Offer:  HB 
version  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


1 3E4EJSJ 

fwi.tL  C: .7. 


T HE  COMPLETE 


LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis. 
168  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


*, 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
Read  about  the  history,  art, 
romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  306  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
coin  hobby  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  372  pages. 

►  SB(BBM-353)  List  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB(BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 
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Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPUTE  EXCYCLCPEDLA 


By  Q.  Bo»vr> 


►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

^  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through  1991. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 


The  History  e! 
United  Stales 
Coins  ore 


The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series 
from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  1 92-224  pages  in 
each  volume. 

The  Numismatist's: 

^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  CountrysideCompanion- — SB(BBM-207)  List$12.95 
^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $12.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
^  Traveling  Companion — SB(BBM-210)  List  $  12.95 
^  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List  $  1 2.95 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

t  traw  nouMisf*  nit: 

UNITED  SI  AITS 


Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Two  volumes,  over  2,000 
pages!  Everything  you 
need  to  know  about  silver 
dollars  anu  trade  dollars. 

►  HB  (BBM-204)  List  $149.00 


Save  Money! 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $  1 00  (off 
publisher's  prices  listed  above) 


VIRC1L  BRANT) 
Thf  Man  ard  Hi-  Era 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one  of 
the  country's  most  knowl¬ 
edgeable  numismatists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — SB  (BBM- 
307)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  Copper  Coins:  An 
j  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor  — SB  (BBM-302)  List 
$9.95 

^  United  States  3t  and  5<t  Pieces: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector 
and  Investor — SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold 
coins.  415  pages,  illustrated 
►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  volume 
details  the  fascinating  and 
almost  unbelievable  life  of 
Virgil  Brand  (1862-1926). 
248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book!  754 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


WALTLK  Hit  IK  VS 

i  mill  I  II 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

- or 

I  .S.  AMICOI.IIM  VI 


C  O  T  N  S 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  from 

the  first  issue  in  1 838  to  the 

last  in  1891.  265  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR  800)  List  $39.95 
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The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA  Carbon  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


American  Numismatic  Literature 

By  Charles  E.  Davis 

Quality  hardbound  edition  limited  to  530 
copies.  2 1 8  pages. 

►  HB  (BDA-723)  List  $85.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Washington  Quarters 

By  John  Eeigenbaum 

This  book  contains  much  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  history  of  the  series.  Over  160  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB(BFE-113)  List  $16.95 

The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and ].  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 

►  SPIRBND(BFI-lll)  List  $29.95 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  pieces.  112  pages.  Over 
350  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 
A  complete  look  at  this 
popular  series.  1 54  pages, 
with  280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  D0LLA1S 


Getting  Your  Two  Cent*  Worth 
tty  Kevin  Flynn 


Save  Money! 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $  1 00  (off 
publisher's  prices  listed  above) 
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A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this 
popular  series.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 
Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series. 

►  SB(BLA-108)  List  $29.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 
A  detailed  analysis  of  all  issues 
from  1892  to  1916. 

►  SB  (BLA-101)  List  $23.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed 
on  a  date-by-date  basis.  112 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margolis 
The  author  discusses  everything 
to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB(BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


United  States  Copper  Ceni 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  boc 
on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 
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Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varietii 
1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters..  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  (Forewot 
by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  update 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 
►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


The  United  States  Clad  Coina{ 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 
The  volume  discusses  the  end 
silver  coinage,  the  compositioi 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  giv< 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates..  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $9: 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.! 
Tokens 
1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousand 
of  different  tokens.  824  page 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724)  List  $45.00 

Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  wo 
by  William  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  $50.00 

^  HB  (autographed  by  Walter  Breen)  (BSH- 101 )  l  ist  $  5 
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Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this  work 
on  American  commemo- 
ratives.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 

The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every 
coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 

The  United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece: 

A  Date-By-Date  Analysis  and  History 

By  Michael  Wescott 

The  first  full-length  study  of  the  nickel  ever 
published.  1 92  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BWE-705)  List  $14.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

By  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 
The  new  release  on  this  popular  series  contains  a 
date-by-date  analysis  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar.  234  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBU-110)  List  $69.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 

The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr.  Lawrence 
Cutler 

►  SB  (BWI-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-817)  List  $31.95 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

If  you  enjoy  history  and  nostalgia,  then  this  book 
is  a  must.  760  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-809)  List  $19.95 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  about  the  ornately  fronted  theatres  of  the 
1900-1915  years.  212  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-821)  List  $19.95 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-822)  List  $24.95 

The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

The  story  of  the  post  cards  of  Alphonse  Mucha. 

►  SB  (BBM-850)  List  $10.00 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of  the  mid 
1800s.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  and  its  successor,  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.  Each  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

•  Set  of  4  GARRETT  COLLECTION  CATALOGUES  (1979-1981) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-501)  $69.00. 

•  CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M.  VERNON 
SHELDON  COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (StockNo.  BBM-515)  $8.00. 

•  GEORGE  D.  HA  TIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
518)  $8.00. 

• MARCUS J.  BRO WNESTA TE COLLECTION ( 1 983)  (StockNo. 
BBM-521)  $8.00. 

•  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-525)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00. 

•  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  7/(1984)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-541)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00. 

•  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SI  PE  AND  EVERETT  W. 
NESS  (m3)  (Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00. 

•  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY SIECK  &  ROY  HARTE  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $8.00. 

•  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON 
AND  RICHARD  L.  COLLIER(m4)  (StockNo.  BBM-545)  $8.00. 

•  THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-550)  $8.00. 

•  THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (StockNo.  BBM- 
551)  $8.00. 

•  THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-553)  $8.00.  ' 

•  THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-558)  $8.00. 

•  RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFFESTA  TE(  1 985)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-560)  $8.00. 

•  HA  WAI IAN  CONSIGNMENT)  1 986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-562)  $6.00. 

•  THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (mO  (StockNo.  BBM-564) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00. 

•  THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (mG)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-569)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $25.00. 

•  THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (mO  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-572)  $25.00. 

•  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS(  1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-573)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $25.00. 

•  THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-575)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00. 

•  THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR.  CHARLES 


W.  INGLE  COLLECTION  (mO  (Stock  No.  BBM-577)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-578)  $25.00. 

•  THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE  HARVEY 
E  SMITH  COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.BBM-580)  $25.00. 

•  THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION ( 1 987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
581)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-582)  $25.00. 

•  THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLECTION 
(1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
586)  $25.00. 

•  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-589)  $15.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-590)  $50.00. 

•  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-599)  $15.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $50.00. 

•  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-605)  $15.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $50.00. 

•  THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (StockNo.  BBM-591)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-592)  $25.00. 

•  THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION  (mi) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-593)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-594) 
$25.00. 

•  THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-595)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $25.00. 

•  THEGUIA  COLLECTION ( 1 988)  (StockNo.  BBM-597)  $10.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-598)  $25.00. 

•  THE  EVERSON  AND  F AUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-601)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-602)  $25.00. 

•  THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  &  GLENN  SMEDLEY 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
604)  $25.00. 

•  THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-607)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00. 

•  THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR  (1989)  (StockNo. 
BBM-609)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00. 

•  FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
61 1)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-61/J  $25.00. 

•  THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-613) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-614)  List:  $25.00. 

•  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— THE 
1989  ANA  CONVENTION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-615) 
$10.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-616)  $25.00. 

•  THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-617)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-618)  $25.00. 

•  THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  RRM  >) 


$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-620)  $25.00 

•  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF R.H.  GORE,  JR  AND  DENNIS  IRV¬ 
ING  LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-622)  $25.00 

•  SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER  COLLEC¬ 
TIONS  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No. 
BBM-624)  $25.00 

•  THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-625) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-626)  $25.00.  Superb  coins  from 
an  old-time  holding. 

•  THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  ( 1 990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-627)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-628)  $25.00. 

•  THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
631)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-632)  $49.00. 

•  THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION  ( 1991) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-633)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-634) 
$25.00. 

•  THE  GEORGE  N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-635)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-636)  $25.00. 

•  THEANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-637)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-638)  $99.00. 

•  THE  FRONTENAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-639)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-640)  $25.00. 

•  THE  BRILLIANT  AND  SIECK  COLLECTIONS  (mi)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-641)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-642)  $49.00. 

•  THE  SPRING  QUARTETTE  SALE(mi)  (StockNo.  BBM-643) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-644)  $49.00. 

•  THE  SOMERSET  COLLECTION  (mi)  (StockNo.  BBM-645) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-646)  $49.00. 

•  THE  WITHAM  AND  SANSOUCY  COLLECTION  (1992)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-647)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-648)  $49.00. 

•  THE  ROBERT  W.  MILLER  COLLECTION  (mi)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-649)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-650)  $49.00. 

•  THE JOHN  VAN  ARSDALL  AND  ANTELOPE  VALLEY  SIL  VER 
DOLLAR  COLLECTION (\993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-652)  Del.  HB 
$49.00. 

•  THE  EDMONTON  SALE  (\993)  (StockNo.  BBM-653)  $8.00 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-654)  $49.00. 

•  THE  STETSON  UNIVERSITY  COLLECTION  (m3)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-655)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-656)  $49.00 

•  THE  T<  >WER  HILL  COLLECTION  (\993)  (Stock  No.  BBM 
6S'T  8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-658)  $49.00. 

HE  DONOVAN  AND  HUDGENS  COLLECTIONS  993)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-659)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-660)  $49.00 
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Please  tell  us  about  yourself: 


Name 


Address 


City  State  Zip 


Today's  Date  Customer  #  (if  known) 


Let  Bowers  and  Merena’s  Want  Last  Service 
find  that  ‘special  coin’  for  you!  Ray  Merena  and 
Mark  Borckardt  will  become  your  personal 
representatives  on  the  convention  floor,  and  your 
direct  buyers  in  our  office  when  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  come  through.  Because  of  our  eagerness  to 
buy,  we  are  offered  many  fine  items  at  favorable 
market  prices.  And,  when  we  find  that  special  coin 
on  your  Want  List,  there  is  no  obligation  to  buy 
it — just  the  opportunity  if  you  wish. 


Please  enter  your  personal  want  list: 

Denomination:  _ __ _ 

Date: _  Grade  or  Range:  _ 

Denomination: _ 

Date: _  Grade  or  Range:  _ 

Denomination:  _ _ 

Date: _  Grade  or  Range;  _ ' _ 


Want  List  Service  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-Free  1-800-222-5993  •  Fax  603-569-5319 


Denomination: 
Date: _ 

Denomination: 
Date: _ 

Denomination: 
Date: _ 

Denomination: 
Date: _ 

Denomination: 
Date: _ 


Contact  me:  — 1  By  phone  #: _ 

_]  Bv  fax  #: _  1—1  By  mail 

1  prefer  to  receive  coins  certified  by:  -I  PCGS  —I  NGC 
_)  ANACS  Cache  uJ  Not  certified  Q  No  preference 

Year  1  began  collecting: _ 

:  My  favorite  areas  of  interest: _ 


Simply  complete  this  form  (use  an  extra  sheet  if 
needed)  or  call  toll-free.  List  coins  in  the  range  of 
$250  and  up  (as  this  service  is  primarily  designed  to 
track  down  scarcer  and  rarer  issues).  We’re  eager  to 
begin  helping  you  to  complete  your  collection! 


Grade  or  Range: 


Grade  or  Range: 


Grade  or  Range: 


Grade/Range: 


Grade  or  Range: 


Terms 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New 
Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  typeset,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your 
second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type 
and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $300. 
Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or 
the  United  States  Post  Office. 

.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  rate  of  1  - 1 12%  per  month  ( 1 8%  per  annum)  after  30 
days,  layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:”  Call 
our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your 
order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have 
established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  Wc  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This 
service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $300  or  more;  just  $10 
for  orders  under  $300.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book 
shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [71  days).  F.xceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to- 


of  Sale 

dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading 
services  must  be  returned  un tampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular 
item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descrip¬ 
tions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer 
and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or 
implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a 
period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to 
1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In 
the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a 
replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for 
many  years. 

7.  All  coins  arc  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and  regional 
conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there. 
Wc  arc  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 


8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed 
is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance,  quality,  o 
merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Marke 
prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  gradin 
interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  fo 
prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshir 
as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshir 
State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  specia 
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Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review¬ 
er.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Gai 
Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic  Associau 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•Auction  Dept.— Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew  V 
Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  F  rank  Van  Valen,  Profession 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard.  Chris  Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymon. 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Frank  Van  Valen. 

•  Graphics  Dept.— Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Douglas  Santanielk 
Robin  Edgerly,  Roberta  French;  Cathy  Wilson,  Manage' 
Photography  Department. 

•  Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager,  t  vnthi 
LaCarbonara.  Lisa  Simons,  Carolyn  (  raiguc.  I  ricia  I  ocppei 
Maggie  Kettlcr,  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minncrly. 

•  Publications  Dept.  Doug  Plasetuia.  Manager.  Mary  l  oco 
•Accounting  Department  Donald  11  Snysler.  t  PA 
Controller;  I aiircl  A.  Morrill.  Pat  Dumas 


Coin. 

$,  Books,  dr  Specials — Rare  Coin  Review  #104 

Page  # 

Stock  # 

Description  of  item 

Quantity 

Price 

— 

Address  &  Payment 


Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the 
following: 

Name:  _ 

Address: _ 

City:  _  State  _  Zip  _ 

Telephone: _ 

Customer  #: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

□  Check  Q  MasterCard  □  Visa  □  AmEx 

Card  # _ Exp.  Date:  _ 

Signature:  _ _ 


Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 
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